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Urban Adventures: Why Cities Grow!
Hey Heidi! Ever wonder why cities get bigger and bigger?
Let's investigate!
Today, we're going on an exciting journey to explore 'urbanization' – that's the fancy word for how
and why towns and cities grow. We'll become detectives, uncovering the reasons behind city growth
and the effects it has, focusing on Australia and comparing it to another fascinating country!

What is Urbanization Anyway?

Imagine more and more people moving from the countryside to live in towns and cities. That
movement, and the growth of those urban areas, is urbanization. It's like a popular party that
everyone wants to join!

Activity 1: Australia's Urban Story (Approx. 45 mins)

Let's zoom in on Australia! Using online resources (like the Australian Bureau of Statistics, National
Geographic, or educational websites), research the following:

Which cities in Australia are the biggest? Why did people move there historically (e.g., gold
rush, ports, jobs)?
What are the main reasons people move to Australian cities *today*? (Think jobs, education,
lifestyle)
What are some *consequences* (good and bad) of so many people living in Australian cities?
Think about:

Environment: How does it affect land, air, water, and wildlife? (Think urban sprawl,
pollution)
Infrastructure: What about roads, public transport, housing, and services? (Think traffic
jams, housing costs)
Socially: How does it change communities and lifestyles? (Think diversity, opportunities,
crowding)

Task: Create a short digital presentation (3-4 slides using Google Slides or Canva) summarizing your
findings for Australia. Include maps or images!

Activity 2: Global Comparison - Australia vs. [Choose Your Country!]
(Approx. 45 mins)

Now, let's pick another country experiencing significant urbanization. How about China, India, or
Brazil? Choose one!

Research the same questions for your chosen country:

What are the main drivers (causes) of urbanization there? Are they similar or different to
Australia?
What are the major consequences (environmental, infrastructure, social)? How do they
compare to Australia's experience?

Task: Create a simple comparison table or a Venn Diagram in your notebook or digitally comparing
urbanization in Australia and your chosen country. Highlight similarities and differences in causes
and consequences.
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Activity 3: Future City Fix! (Approx. 30 mins)

Urbanization brings challenges! Pick ONE consequence you identified (like pollution, traffic, lack of
green space, or housing) in either Australia or your chosen country.

Task: Brainstorm and sketch an idea or invention for a 'Future City' that helps solve or reduce that
specific problem. Be creative! Maybe it's vertical farms, super-efficient public transport pods, or
wildlife corridors through the city. Briefly explain how your idea works.

Wrap-up & Discussion (Approx. 15 mins)

Let's chat about what you discovered!

What was the most surprising thing you learned about why cities grow?
Which consequence of urbanization do you think is the most challenging?
Share your 'Future City Fix' idea!

Great work exploring the dynamic world of urbanization, Heidi!


