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Hello Phoebe! Rainforest Layers Adventure!
(45 Mins)

Ready to explore one of the most amazing places on Earth? Today, we're diving deep (and climbing
high!) into the tropical rainforest to discover its incredible layers. Imagine the rainforest as a giant
apartment building, with different residents and conditions on each floor!

Your Adventure Kit (Materials):
¢ Paper (a few sheets)

¢ Coloring pencils or crayons
¢ Your awesome imagination!

Let's Explore! (Approx. 40 mins)
Rainforests have four main layers, stacked from top to bottom. We'll visit each one!
1. The Emergent Layer (The Rooftop - Approx. 8 mins)

This is the very top layer, like the highest rooftop reaching for the sun!

Plants/Trees: Giant trees (like the Kapok tree) poke out above everything else. They have
small leaves to handle the wind and sun.

Animals: Strong flyers live here! Think Harpy Eagles, monkeys (like spider monkeys swinging
high), and lots of colorful butterflies.

Atmosphere: It's the sunniest layer, but also quite windy and can be drier than below.

Fun Facts: These trees can be over 200 feet tall! Animals up here get the best view but have
to deal with strong winds and predators from the sky.

Quick Activity: Draw a super tall Emergent tree with an eagle soaring nearby!
2. The Canopy Layer (The Penthouse Floor - Approx. 8 mins)

Just below the Emergent layer is the Canopy. It's like a thick, leafy green roof covering the rest of the
forest.

¢ Plants/Trees: Trees grow very close together, their branches and leaves interlocking. Lots of
vines (called lianas) hang down. Many fruits and flowers grow here.

¢ Animals: This is the busiest layer! Sloths hang out, toucans show off their colorful beaks, frogs
chill on leaves, and monkeys leap between branches. There's lots of food!

e Atmosphere: Very dense and leafy, blocking most sunlight and rain from reaching below. It's
warm and humid.

¢ Fun Facts: About 70-90% of all rainforest life is found in the canopy! It acts like a giant
umbrella for the layers below.

Quick Activity: Draw a sloth hanging from a branch covered in leaves. Add a colorful toucan!
3. The Understory Layer (The Middle Floors - Approx. 8 mins)
Below the thick Canopy is the Understory. It's much darker here.

¢ Plants/Trees: Shrubs, small trees, and young trees waiting for a chance to reach the light.
Plants often have very large leaves to catch the little sunlight that filters through.
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e Animals: Animals that are good climbers or can navigate the darker space live here. Think
jaguars prowling, snakes slithering, lots of insects, and red-eyed tree frogs.

e Atmosphere: Dimly lit, very humid, and still (not much wind).

¢ Fun Facts: Only about 5% of the sunlight from the canopy reaches the understory! Many
houseplants originally came from this layer because they are adapted to low light.

Quick Activity: Draw a plant with huge leaves and a sneaky jaguar partly hidden behind it.
4. The Forest Floor (The Basement - Approx. 8 mins)
We've reached the bottom! The Forest Floor is the very base of the rainforest.

¢ Plants/Trees: Not many plants grow here because it's so dark (less than 2% sunlight!). You'll
find mostly decaying leaves, fungi (like mushrooms), and tree roots.

e Animals: Decomposers like termites and earthworms are busy recycling nutrients. Larger
animals like giant anteaters search for insects, and tapirs look for snacks. Some snakes and
large spiders also live here.

e Atmosphere: Very dark, very damp, and packed with the smell of decaying leaves, which
makes the soil super rich.

¢ Fun Facts: Decomposition happens super fast here due to the heat and humidity. A leaf that
might take a year to decompose in your backyard could disappear in 6 weeks on the rainforest
floor!

Quick Activity: Draw some mushrooms growing on a log and a giant anteater sniffing around for
ants.

Wrap-up! (Approx. 5 mins)

Wow, Phoebe! We traveled from the sunny Emergent layer all the way down to the dark Forest Floor!
Can you quickly name the four layers again? Which layer seemed the most interesting to you and
why? You did an amazing job exploring the rainforest today!
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