
British settlers in south Africa project / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

April 6, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Materials Needed:
Paper (plain and lined)
Pencils, coloring pencils, or markers
Access to the internet (for optional research/maps) or an Atlas
Optional: Child-friendly history book or website about South Africa

Introduction: Adventure to a New Land!
Imagine traveling thousands of miles across the ocean to a place you've never seen before! That's
what many British people did starting around 200 years ago when they sailed to the southern tip of
Africa, a place we now call South Africa. Why did they go? Let's find out!

Why South Africa?
Britain was a powerful country with a large empire. They became interested in South Africa for
several reasons:

A Handy Stopover: South Africa was a perfect place to stop for ships traveling between
Britain and India (another important part of the British Empire) to get fresh water and supplies.
This place was called the Cape Colony.
Good Land: Some parts of South Africa had good land for farming.
Treasures!: Later on (in the 1800s), diamonds and gold were discovered! This brought many
more people hoping to get rich.

Who Was Already There?
It's super important to remember that South Africa wasn't empty! Many different groups of African
people, like the Xhosa and the Zulu, had lived there for centuries. There were also Dutch settlers,
called Boers (which means 'farmers' in Dutch), who had arrived even before the British.

The British Arrive and Expand
The British first took control of the Cape Colony from the Dutch (the Boers) during wars in Europe
around 1806. Over time, more British settlers arrived. This sometimes led to conflict:

With the Boers: The Boers didn't always like British rules, so many moved inland on a
journey called the 'Great Trek' to start their own republics. Later, the British fought wars
against these Boer republics (the Boer Wars) to control the land, especially after gold was
found.
With African Kingdoms: The British also fought wars against powerful African groups like the
Zulu Kingdom (the Anglo-Zulu War) as they expanded their territory.

Life as a Settler
Life could be tough! Settlers had to build homes, farms, and towns. They faced new challenges,
different weather, and unfamiliar landscapes. Some started businesses, while others worked in the
diamond and gold mines.
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Impact of Settlement
The arrival of the British changed South Africa forever. New towns and cities grew, new ways of life
were introduced, but it also led to conflict and the loss of land and independence for many African
people and the Boers. The discovery of diamonds and gold made some people very wealthy but also
led to hard and dangerous work for others, often under unfair conditions.

Activity: Settler's Diary or Map!
Choose one:

Map It Out: Draw a simple map of the southern part of Africa. Mark where the Cape Colony1.
was. Can you find where diamonds and gold were discovered (Kimberley and Johannesburg)?
Draw the routes ships might have taken from Britain.
A Settler's Story: Imagine you are a British child who has just arrived in South Africa in the2.
1800s. Write a short diary entry about what you see, what your family is doing, and how you
feel. Are you excited? Scared? What are your hopes?

Conclusion
British settlement in South Africa was a major event driven by trade, resources, and empire building.
It brought big changes, new opportunities for some, but also conflict and hardship for many who
were already living there. It's a complex story with many different perspectives!


