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Lesson Plan: Sounds and Silly Sentences (45 Minutes)
Student: Phoebe (11 years old)

Focus: Onomatopoeia and Alliteration

1. Introduction: What's That Sound? (5 minutes)
Goal: Spark interest and introduce the concepts.

¢ Ask Phoebe: "What kinds of words sound like the noise they describe? Think about animal sounds
or actions." (Guide towards words like 'meow’, 'buzz', ‘crash').

¢ Explain: "These cool sound words have a fancy name: Onomatopoeia! It's like the word itself
makes the sound."

e Then ask: "Have you ever heard sentences where lots of words start with the same sound, like
'Peter Piper picked a peck of pickled peppers'?"

¢ Explain: "That's called Alliteration! It's when the first sound in words close together repeats. It
makes sentences fun to say."

e Write both terms (Onomatopoeia, Alliteration) on the board/paper.

2. Activity 1: Onomatopoeia Adventure (15 minutes)
Goal: Define, identify, and generate examples of onomatopoeia.

¢ Define & Discuss: Briefly review the definition of onomatopoeia. Give more examples: hiss,
bang, pop, tweet, splash, drip, vroom, achoo.

¢ Sound Hunt (Optional): If using objects, make sounds (jingle keys, crumple paper, snap
fingers). Ask Phoebe to describe the sound using an onomatopoeia word.

¢ Brainstorm Blast: Ask Phoebe to brainstorm as many onomatopoeia words as she can think of in
2 minutes. Write them on the board/paper. Categorize them if helpful (Animal Sounds, Action
Sounds, Kitchen Sounds, etc.).

¢ Sentence Starters: Give Phoebe simple sentences with a blank for an onomatopoeia word.
Example: "The bacon went in the pan." (Sizzle) "The water went as the frog jumped
in." (Splash/Plop)

3. Activity 2: Alliteration Antics (15 minutes)
Goal: Define, identify, and generate examples of alliteration.

* Define & Discuss: Review the definition of alliteration. Emphasize it's about the sound, not just
the letter (e.g., 'fish' and 'phone' don't alliterate, but 'Kate's cat' does).

e Tongue Twister Time: Read a few fun tongue twisters aloud (e.g., "She sells seashells by the
seashore," "Betty Botter bought some butter"). Ask Phoebe to identify the repeating sound. Have
her try saying them fast!

¢ Create Your Own: Challenge Phoebe to create her own simple alliterative phrases. Start with her
name: "Phoebe finds fantastic flowers." Or pick a letter/sound and build a sentence around it (e.g.,
'S": Silly snakes slithered silently). Write down her creations.

4. Activity 3: Combine the Concepts! (5 minutes)

Goal: Practice using both literary devices together.
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¢ Creative Challenge: Ask Phoebe to try writing one or two sentences that include BOTH an
onomatopoeia word AND alliteration.

e Examples (if needed): "The buzzing bee blew by Brian." "Crash! Carrie's clumsy cat collapsed."
¢ Encourage silliness and creativity! Share her sentences aloud.

5. Wrap-up & Review (5 minutes)
Goal: Reinforce learning and check understanding.

¢ Ask Phoebe to define Onomatopoeia and Alliteration in her own words.

¢ Ask her to share her favorite onomatopoeia word and her favorite alliterative phrase from the
lesson.

¢ Praise her creativity and effort. Briefly mention how writers use these tools to make writing more
interesting and fun to read.
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