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Welcome, Roo, to Your Dragon Eye
Adventure!

Today, we're going on an exciting journey to create your very own dragon's eye! Dragons are magical
creatures found in stories from all around the world. Are you ready to bring one to life?

Part 1: The World of Dragons (Mythology, History, Social
Studies)

Did you know that dragons are seen differently in different parts of the world?

¢ In Europe (like in stories from England or Wales), dragons were often fierce, fire-breathing
creatures that guarded treasure or kidnapped princesses. Think of the dragons in knightly tales!

¢ |In Asia, especially in China, dragons (called 'Long') are wise, lucky, and powerful. They are often
shown as long, serpentine creatures without wings, who can control water and weather. They are
symbols of good fortune!

What kind of dragon can you imagine? A fierce European dragon, or a wise Asian Long? Or perhaps a
totally new kind of dragon from your own imagination?

Part 2: What Makes a Dragon's Eye Special? (Science)

Let's think about real animal eyes, especially reptiles like lizards, snakes, and crocodiles a€“ creatures
that dragons might resemble!

¢ Pupils: Some reptiles have round pupils like us, but many have vertical slit pupils, like a cat's eye.
This helps them see well in the dark. What kind of pupil will your dragon have?

* Colors: Reptile eyes can be amazing colors a€“ bright yellows, fiery oranges, deep greens, or
even shimmering blues! The color might help them camouflage or attract a mate.

¢ Scales: Dragons are often scaly. Their eyelids and the skin around their eyes might have
interesting scale patterns.

Part 3: Designing Your Dragon's Eye (Art, Math)

Grab your pencil and paper! It's time to design your dragon's eye.

1. Shape: What overall shape will the eye be? Many dragon eyes are shown as almond-shaped or an
oval. Some are more round. Can you draw a few different shapes? (Math: We're using ovals and
circles!)

2. Pupil: Will it be a slit or round? Where will it be looking?

3. Iris Color: What colors will the iris (the colored part) be? Think about your dragon's type (fire, ice,
forest).

4. Details: Will there be scales around the eye? Special markings? Wrinkles on the eyelid?

Sketch your chosen design. This will be your blueprint!
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Part 4: Sculpting Your Masterpiece! (Art)

Time to get your hands on the clay! Make sure your workspace is covered.

1. Prepare Clay: Take a good-sized piece of air-dry clay. Knead it a little to make it soft and remove
air bubbles.

2. Base Shape: Roll the clay into a ball, then flatten it slightly to create the basic eye shape you
designed (e.q., a thick oval or almond). This will be the surrounding skin/scales.

3. Eyeball: Take a smaller piece of clay and roll it into a sphere for the eyeball itself. Gently press
this into the center of your base shape, or create a slight indent for it to sit in.

4. Eyelids (Optional): You can make eyelids by shaping thin pieces of clay and carefully placing
them over and under the eyeball.

5. Pupil: You can either:

o Make a small ball or slit shape from clay and press it onto the center of the eyeball.

o Gently carve out the pupil shape later, after the clay firms up a bit.

o If you have a bead or marble, you could press that in for the pupil (remove before baking if
clay needs baking and the bead isn't oven-safe; for air-dry clay, you can embed it). For
today, let's sculpt it from clay.

6. Add Details: Use your sculpting tools (or toothpick, plastic knife) to add textures like scales,
wrinkles, or veins around the eye. Be creative!

Let your clay eye sit for a little while to firm up slightly before painting (or follow your clay's instructions
for drying time).

Part 5: Dragon Tales (English)

While your clay is resting, let's think about the dragon this eye belongs to!

¢ What is your dragon's name?

What color is its body? Does it have wings? Horns?

Where does it live? In a fiery volcano, a sparkling ice cave, a deep forest, or a magical cloud
kingdom?

What is its personality? Is it fierce, gentle, wise, playful, or grumpy?

What's a short adventure your dragon might have?

You can tell me the story, or if you like, draw a picture of your dragon or write a few sentences about it!

Part 6: Painting Your Dragon's Eye (Art, Science - Color
Mixing)

Once your clay is dry enough (or fully dry, depending on your clay type and paint), it's time to bring it to
life with color! Get your paints, brushes, and water ready.

1. Base Coat (Optional): You might want to paint the entire eyeball white or a light color first, to
make your other colors pop.
2. Iris Colors: Start painting the iris with your chosen colors. You can blend colors together on the
eye or on your palette. Remember what we learned about reptile eye colors!
o If it's a fire dragon, maybe use reds, oranges, and yellows.
o For an ice dragon, blues, whites, and silvers.
o For a forest dragon, greens and browns.
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3. Pupil: Carefully paint the pupil (usually black or a very dark color).

4. Details: Paint the scales, eyelids, and any other details. You can use a fine brush for this.

5. Highlights: Add a tiny dot of white paint to the pupil and iris to make the eye look shiny and wet.
This is called a highlight and makes it look more realistic!

Let your painted eye dry completely.

Part 7: Behold, the Dragon's Eye! (Reflection)

Wow, Roo, look at the amazing dragon's eye you've created! It's unique and full of character.

e What is your favorite part of your dragon's eye?
e What did you learn about dragons today?
e What was your favorite part of making it a€“ the sculpting, the painting, or imagining its story?

You've been a fantastic artist, storyteller, historian, and scientist today! Your dragon eye is a testament
to your creativity. Perhaps you can find a special place to display it, or even use it as a prop when you
tell stories about your dragon!

Extension Ideas:

¢ Write a full story about your dragon.
¢ Research a specific dragon myth from a culture we talked about (or a new one!).
¢ Create a small "nest" or habitat for your dragon eye out of natural materials.
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