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Become a Card Deck Designer!
Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept It...
Ever wanted your very own, super-cool, super-YOU deck of playing cards? Today, you're going to
become a graphic designer and start designing one! We'll explore how to make cards look awesome,
pick a fun theme, and get your creative juices flowing to design some unique cards.

Materials You'll Need (Your Designer Toolkit):
Paper or blank cardstock (you can cut these to playing card size - about 2.5 x 3.5 inches)
Pencils and a good eraser (for sketching your brilliant ideas!)
Colored pencils, markers, or crayons (to bring your designs to life!)
A ruler (for straight lines and nice borders)
Scissors (if you're cutting your cards from bigger paper - ask a grown-up for help if needed!)
Optional: A few different decks of playing cards to look at for inspiration.

Let's Get Started!

Step 1: What's in a Card Deck? (The Secret Code)

Let's look at a normal deck of cards. What do you see?

Suits: Usually Hearts, Diamonds, Clubs, and Spades. What could YOUR suits be? Maybe stars,
potions, dragons, and crystals?
Ranks (Numbers & Letters): Ace (A), 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, Jack (J), Queen (Q), King (K).
How will these look on your cards?
Face Cards: The King, Queen, and Jack. These are like the VIPs of the suits! They usually have
cool pictures.
Jokers: The wild cards! They can be anything you want.
Card Backs: Every card in the deck has the same design on the back. This is super important!

Activity: Grab a regular deck of cards if you have one. Spread them out. Which designs do you like?
Why?

Step 2: Pick Your Awesome Theme!

This is where your deck becomes uniquely YOURS! What are you super interested in? Here are some
ideas to get you thinking:

Favorite animals (a cat deck, a dinosaur deck!)
Space adventure (planets, aliens, rockets!)
Magical creatures (unicorns, wizards, fairies!)
Superheroes (design your own heroes and villains!)
Your favorite book or movie
Sports, Hobbies, Nature, Food... anything!

Activity: Brainstorm 3-5 theme ideas. Write them down. Which one excites you the most? That's your
theme!

Step 3: Designer Secrets - Making Your Cards Look Great!

Graphic designers use special tricks. Let's learn a few:



Become a Card Deck Designer! / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

May 6, 2025 - Page 2 of 2

Symmetry: Many cards are symmetrical, meaning they look the same if you flip them upside
down. This is handy when you're playing! Do you want your cards to be symmetrical?
Color Power: Choose colors that match your theme! A space theme might use dark blues,
purples, and silver. A nature theme might use greens and browns. Pick 3-4 main colors.
Cool Fonts (Typography): How will your numbers and letters look? Fancy? Simple? Bold?
Make sure they are easy to read!
Pictures and Symbols: What images will represent your suits and face cards? Keep them
clear and related to your theme.
Borders: Most cards have a border. It helps frame the design.

Step 4: Let's Design! Your First Cards!

Time to put pencil to paper! You can make your cards standard playing card size (about 2.5 inches
wide by 3.5 inches tall) or a little bigger if it's easier to draw.

Design a Number Card (e.g., the 7 of your chosen suit):1.
Think about your chosen suit symbol. Draw it 7 times.
Add the number '7' in two corners (one upside down if you want it symmetrical).
Use your theme colors!

Design a Face Card (e.g., the Queen of your chosen suit):2.
Who or what will your Queen be, based on your theme? A space queen? A queen of cats?
Sketch your character. Remember, it doesn't have to be super detailed like a photo –
cool graphic shapes work well!
Add the letter 'Q' in the corners.

Design the Card Back:3.
This design will be on ALL your cards.
It should look good and match your theme. Often, card backs have a repeating pattern
and are symmetrical.

Remember: It's okay to sketch, erase, and try again! That's what designers do!

Step 5: Show Off Your Designs! (Optional, but Fun!)

Show your creations to your family! Tell them about your theme and your design ideas. Getting
feedback can be helpful and fun!

Super Designer Challenges (If you want more!):
Design all the cards for one full suit (e.g., Ace through King of your "Star" suit).
Design your Joker card(s).
Think about how you would make a box for your card deck. What would it look like?
If you have access to a computer and simple design software (like Canva, which has a free
version, or even a drawing app), you could try creating one of your card designs digitally!

Great job, designer! You've taken the first big steps to creating your own amazing custom card deck.
Keep practicing and having fun with it!


