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From the Caribbean to the UK: The Windrush
Story and its Vibrant Legacy!
Materials Needed:

Computer with internet access
Notebook or paper
Pens/pencils/art supplies (optional, for creative response)

Hi Fela! Get Ready to Explore! (Approx. 1.5 - 2 hours)

Today, we're embarking on an exciting journey into a really important and fascinating part
of UK Black History: the story of the Windrush Generation! Have you ever wondered how
Britain became the diverse and multicultural society it is today? The Windrush story is a
huge piece of that puzzle. It's a tale filled with hope, resilience, new beginnings, challenges,
and incredible cultural richness that continues to shape the UK.

Part 1: Setting Sail - Who Were the Windrush Generation? (Approx. 30
minutes)

The 'HMT Empire Windrush' was a ship that famously arrived at Tilbury Docks in Essex on June 22,
1948. It carried hundreds of hopeful individuals from Caribbean countries, who were invited to
Britain to help rebuild the nation after World War II. Many were responding to adverts, seeing Britain
as the 'mother country' and themselves as British citizens.

Activity 1: Video Voyage & Note-Taking

Let's dive in! Please search online for a short, engaging video about the Windrush Generation aimed
at teenagers or for educational purposes (good keywords: "Windrush Generation for teens",
"Windrush explained simple", "BBC Teach Windrush"). Look for one that's about 5-10 minutes long.

As you watch, grab your notebook and jot down answers to these questions:

Why were people from the Caribbean encouraged to come to Britain after WWII?
What were some of their hopes and expectations on arrival?
What year did the HMT Empire Windrush arrive, and where did it dock?

Part 2: Building a New Life: Contributions and Challenges (Approx. 45-60
minutes)

The Windrush Generation and their descendants have made monumental contributions to every
aspect of British life – from founding the NHS as we know it, to revolutionizing music, food, transport,
literature, fashion, and so much more! However, their new life in Britain wasn't always a smooth
path. Many faced significant challenges, including prejudice, difficulties finding suitable housing, and
adjusting to a different climate and culture.

Activity 2: Research & Creative Expression

Time for a bit of detective work! Using safe internet search engines, find information on:

At least two major contributions made by the Windrush Generation or their1.
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descendants to British society (e.g., think about healthcare, specific music genres like Ska
or Reggae, the Notting Hill Carnival, well-known authors or politicians).
At least one significant challenge they commonly faced upon arrival or in the early2.
years.

Search tip: Try phrases like "Windrush generation contributions to Britain," "challenges faced by
Windrush migrants," "Notting Hill Carnival origins."

Now, show what you've learned! Choose ONE of these fun ways to present your findings:

Mini-Documentary Script: Write a short (1-2 page) script for a mini-documentary
segment about the Windrush contributions and challenges.
'Welcome to Britain?' Poster: Design a poster that could have been used either to
welcome Caribbean migrants OR one that reflects the mixed reception they received,
highlighting both hopes and realities.
A Song or Poem: Write lyrics for a song or a poem from the perspective of someone from
the Windrush generation, or reflecting on their legacy.
Timeline of Impact: Create an illustrated timeline showing key dates related to Windrush
and subsequent impacts/events in Black British history.

Part 3: Lasting Legacy & Reflection (Approx. 15-20 minutes)

The story of Windrush isn't just history; it's a living legacy. It continues to inform conversations about
identity, community, multiculturalism, and justice in Britain today.

Activity 3: Think & Share (or Write)

Reflect on these questions. You can write down your thoughts, or even better, discuss them with
someone if you can:

Why do you think it's crucial for everyone in the UK to learn about and remember the
Windrush story?
In what ways do you see the influence of Caribbean culture in Britain today (e.g., in your
local area, in music, food, language)?
What part of the Windrush story or its legacy did you find most inspiring, surprising, or
thought-provoking?

Awesome Work, Fela!

You've done a fantastic job exploring this vital chapter of UK Black History! The Windrush
Generation's courage, resilience, and incredible contributions have undeniably helped shape modern
Britain into the vibrant and diverse nation it is. Their story is one to be celebrated and remembered.

Optional Extension Adventures:

Spotlight on a Star: Research a specific Black British individual from the Windrush era or
their direct descendants who has made an outstanding impact (e.g., Claudia Jones, Sam
King MBE, Baroness Floella Benjamin, Zadie Smith, Stormzy). Prepare a short biography.
Carnival Deep Dive: Explore the history, music, and cultural significance of the Notting
Hill Carnival in more detail.
Literary Lens: Find and read a poem, short story, or excerpt from a novel by a Black
British writer that touches on the Windrush experience or themes of migration and identity
(e.g., works by Linton Kwesi Johnson, Andrea Levy, Benjamin Zephaniah).


