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Malcolm X: A Journey of Transformation and
Voice
Hi Fela! Today, we're going to explore the fascinating and complex life of Malcolm X, a powerful
figure who challenged America and inspired millions. He wasn't afraid to speak his mind and his
story is one of incredible change. Get ready to think, discuss, and discover!

Introduction: Who Was Malcolm X? (30 minutes)
Let's start by getting an overview of his life. Malcolm X's journey was full of dramatic shifts. We'll
watch a short biographical video to set the stage.

Activity:

Watch the first 10-15 minutes of a good quality, age-appropriate documentary about Malcolm1.
X. (Search for 'Malcolm X biography for students' on YouTube. Preview content first.)
As you watch, jot down at least 5-7 key events or turning points in his early life and his2.
introduction to the Nation of Islam. We'll discuss these afterward. What surprised you? What
questions do you have?

Part 1: The Voice of a Movement (45-60 minutes)
Malcolm X was a powerful orator. His words moved people and challenged existing ideas. Let's dive
into one of his famous speeches.

Activity: Reading and Analyzing a Speech

Read an excerpt from Malcolm X's speech, "The Ballot or the Bullet" (1964) or "Message to the1.
Grassroots" (1963). (Search online for "Malcolm X The Ballot or the Bullet transcript" or
"Malcolm X Message to the Grassroots transcript" – choose a manageable section of about
500-700 words).
As you read, consider these questions:2.

What is Malcolm X's main message in this excerpt?
Who do you think his intended audience is? How can you tell?
What emotions does his speech evoke in you? Why?
What are some of the strongest words or phrases he uses? How do they impact his
message?

After reading, write down 2-3 key ideas from the speech that you found particularly impactful3.
or thought-provoking.

Discussion: Let's talk about your observations. What made his speaking style effective? How did his
message differ from other Civil Rights activists you might know about (like Martin Luther King Jr.)?

Part 2: Transformation and Pilgrimage (30-45 minutes)
A very significant part of Malcolm X's story is his evolution, especially after his pilgrimage to Mecca
(Hajj).

Activity: Exploring Change

Read a short article or watch a video segment (5-7 minutes) specifically about Malcolm X's1.
pilgrimage to Mecca and how his views on race and religion began to change. (Search terms:
"Malcolm X Hajj transformation")
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Discuss:2.
How did the Hajj experience change Malcolm X's perspective?
Why is this transformation significant in understanding his overall life and message?
How might this change have impacted his followers or his critics?

Part 3: Legacy and Relevance (30 minutes)
Malcolm X was assassinated in 1965, but his influence continues to be felt today.

Activity: Reflection and Connection

Think about everything we've discussed. Now, let's consider his legacy:

What do you think are the most important lessons from Malcolm X's life?1.
In what ways are his ideas about identity, justice, and empowerment still relevant to young2.
people or society today? Can you think of any current issues or movements where his ideas
might resonate?
How would you describe Malcolm X in three words? Why did you choose those words?3.

Creative Wrap-up: Your Voice (30-45 minutes)
Choose ONE of the following ways to summarize what you’ve learned and your thoughts on Malcolm
X:

Option A: Mini-Podcast Script: Write a script for a 2-3 minute podcast segment titled
"Understanding Malcolm X." Highlight what you think is most important for people your age to
know about him.
Option B: Timeline Plus: Create a detailed visual timeline of Malcolm X's life. Don't just list
dates and events; for at least three key points, add a short note explaining its significance or
including a powerful quote from him related to that period.
Option C: Letter to Malcolm: Imagine you could write a letter to Malcolm X. What would you
tell him about the impact he's had? What questions would you ask him if he were alive today?

This lesson is just a starting point, Fela! Malcolm X's life and work are incredibly rich. If you're
interested, "The Autobiography of Malcolm X" as told to Alex Haley is a powerful read.


