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Geo-Communicator Challenge: Your World,
Your Voice!

Understanding GE5-COM-01: This lesson helps you master the skill of selecting and using
geographical ideas and words to share information effectively. Think about it like this: if you're
explaining climate change, you'd use different words and examples for a _scientist versus a class
of younger students_, or when writing a _formal report_ versus an _engaging blog post_for teens.
This lesson is all about learning how to do that well!

Materials Needed:

¢ Computer with internet access

¢ Word processing software (e.g., Google Docs, Microsoft Word)

Web browser

Optional: Access to a free graphic design tool (like Canva) if choosing the infographic option
Optional: Microphone/camera if choosing to record a video based on the script

Your curiosity and creativity!

Lesson Activities:

Part 1: Introduction - What is Effective Geo-Communication? (Approx. 20
minutes)

Welcome, Geo-Communicator! Ever tried explaining a complex idea about our world to a friend and
they just didn't quite get it? Or perhaps you've seen a news report about an environmental issue and
felt it could have been explained better? Today, you become the expert communicator, sharing
geographical knowledge in a way that truly connects with others!

Why is this important? Geographers and anyone passionate about our planet need to share their
findings and concerns. But who are they talking to? It could be other scientists, government leaders
making big decisions, community groups, or even people your age. Each audience needs a slightly
different approach.

Let's look at some examples (inspired by GE5-COM-01):

¢ Presenting a Project: If you made a project on rising sea levels for experts, you'd use terms
like 'thermal expansion' and 'coastal inundation.' For younger students, you might say 'the
ocean is getting bigger and some cities by the sea might get flooded,' using simple maps.

¢ Writing a Blog for Teens: You might write, 'Did you know your old phone contributes to e-
waste mountains? Recycling it helps save resources!' - using relatable language and
'sustainable practices' explained simply.

¢ Debating Urbanization: You'd use terms like 'urban sprawl' and 'green infrastructure,’
backed by city examples, to argue for better city planning.

Think about it: What makes these examples work for their specific audience and purpose?
Part 2: Exploring Audiences - Who Are You Talking To? (Approx. 20 minutes)

Imagine you need to explain 'the importance of protecting rainforests.' How would your
explanation differ if you were talking to:

1. A group of 8-year-old students?
2. Local farmers living near a rainforest?
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3. Business leaders considering development in a rainforest area?
4. A friend your age who loves travel?

Jot down some key differences in: the words you'd use (terminology), the examples you'd pick, what
you'd want them to understand or do, and the tone you'd take.

Part 3: The Geo-Communicator Project - Your Turn to Shine! (Approx. 90-120
minutes, can be spread out)

Now it's time to create your own piece of geographical communication! Follow these steps:
Step 1: Choose Your Passion & Topic (15 mins)
What geographical topic genuinely interests you? This could be anything! Some ideas:

e The impact of fast fashion on the environment

Why volcanoes erupt in certain places

The journey of your favorite food: from farm to table globally
Solutions for plastic pollution in our oceans

e How cities can become more 'green' and sustainable

¢ The effects of tourism on a specific cultural site or natural wonder

Select one topic you're excited to explore and communicate.
Step 2: Define Your Audience & Purpose (10 mins)

e Who is your target audience? (e.g., other teens, younger children, your local community,
online followers interested in eco-friendly living). Be specific!

¢ What is your purpose? (e.g., to inform them about an issue, persuade them to take an
action, explain a complex process simply, inspire curiosity).

Step 3: Research & Gather Your Geo-Facts! (30 mins)

Using reliable sources, gather information about your topic. Focus on identifying key geographical
concepts, important facts, and any specialized terminology you might use (and explain, if needed for
your audience).

Interactive Resource Links:

¢ National Geographic Education Resource Library:
https://www.nationalgeographic.org/education/resource-library/ (Search for articles, maps, and
videos related to your topic)

¢ Gapminder: https://www.gapminder.org/tools/ (Excellent for finding and visualizing global
data and statistics to support your points - great for topics involving global trends or
comparisons)

Step 4: Choose Your Communication Medium (5 mins)
How will you share your message? Pick one:

e Option A: A Captivating Blog Post (approx. 400-600 words). Write in an engaging style
suitable for your audience.

¢ Option B: A Script for a Short Explainer Video or 'Travel Influencer' Style Segment
(2-3 minutes). Focus on clear narration and visual ideas (even if you don't film it, describe
what viewers would see).

¢ Option C: An Informative and Eye-Catching Infographic. Combine key facts, short
explanations, and visual elements to tell your story.
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Step 5: Draft, Create, and Refine! (60 mins +)

Now, bring your project to life! As you create, keep your chosen topic, audience, and purpose in
mind. Remember to:

¢ Use accurate geographical terms. If they are complex, explain them simply for your audience.
Use examples that your audience will find relatable and understandable.

Think about visuals (even if you're only scripting, describe them). For blog posts, you can
describe where an image or map would go.

Maintain an engaging tone.

Helpful Interactive Tools:

¢ Canva (for Infographics/Visuals): https://www.canva.com/ (Offers a free version with many
templates for infographics, social media posts, presentations that can be adapted.)

¢ Hemingway Editor (for checking readability): http://www.hemingwayapp.com/ (Paste
your text here to check its readability level and get suggestions for making it clearer - helpful
for tailoring to different audiences.)

Part 4: Showcase & Reflect (Approx. 20 minutes)

Present your completed project (or a polished draft). Then, think about your process with these
questions:

¢ How did you specifically adapt your language, examples, and level of detail for your chosen
audience?

¢ What key geographical concepts or terminology did you select, and why were they important
for your message?

* What was the most challenging part of communicating this geographical topic effectively?

¢ How well do you think your chosen medium (blog, video script, infographic) worked for
conveying your message to your target audience? Why?

¢ If you were to do this again for a *different* audience, what would you change?

Part 5: Wrap-up & Next Steps (Approx. 10 minutes)

Great job, Geo-Communicator! You've practiced a vital skill: making geographical information
accessible, understandable, and meaningful to others. This isn't just about schoolwork; it's about
being an informed citizen who can share knowledge about our world effectively.

Extension Ideas (Optional):

¢ Actually publish your blog post (e.g., on a free platform like WordPress.com, Medium, or a
school platform).

¢ |f you wrote a video script, try recording it!

¢ Share your infographic online or with family and friends.

¢ Find a piece of geographical communication (a news article about a natural disaster, a section
of a documentary, an advertisement for an eco-tour) and analyze it: Who is the audience?
What is the purpose? What terminology is used? How effective is it?

For Fun - Explore the World:

¢ GeoGuessr: https://www.geoguessr.com/ (A fun game that drops you somewhere in the world
in Google Street View and you have to guess where you are. Great for developing spatial
awareness and noticing geographical clues!)
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