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Indie's Eerie Emporium: Crafting Chilling
Ghost Stories!

Welcome, Indie, to a world of whispers, shadows, and spooky tales! Today, we're diving into the
exciting art of writing your very own ghost story. Get ready to unleash your imagination and send
shivers down spines (in a fun way, of course!).

What Makes a Ghost Story GRIPPING? (10-15 minutes)

Let's start by thinking about what sends a chill down your spine in a ghost story. Great ghost stories
often include:

¢ A Spooky Setting: Think old, creaky houses, misty graveyards, forgotten attics, or isolated
forests. Where will YOUR story take place?

¢ Mysterious Characters: Who is your main character (the one experiencing the spookiness)?
And what about the ghost? Is it sad, angry, playful, or just misunderstood?

¢ Creepy Atmosphere: This is all about the feeling you create - suspense, dread, mystery. You
can build this with sounds, smells, and what your character sees and feels.

¢ An Unexplained Mystery or Problem: Why is the ghost there? What does it want? Is there a
puzzle to solve?

¢ Building Suspense: Don't reveal everything at once! Little hints, strange occurrences, and
rising tension make readers want to know what happens next.

e Show, Don't Tell: Instead of saying "The room was scary," describe it: "A cold draft slithered
across the floorboards, and the only sound was the rhythmic drip, drip, drip from a shadowed
corner."

Quick Chat: What's your favorite ghost story (from a book, movie, or even one you've heard)? What
made it scary or memorable for you?

Ghostly Brainstorming Bonanza! (15-20 minutes)

Time to generate some spooky ideas! We're going to mix and match elements. You can use the
prompt ideas below or come up with your own.

Ghost Story Element Prompt Ideas:

¢ Ghost Type: A playful child ghost, a sorrowful spirit seeking peace, a protective ancestor, a
mischievous poltergeist, an unseen presence that only leaves clues.

¢ Spooky Setting: A dusty, forgotten library; an old, abandoned theatre; a fog-covered dock by
a dark lake; the woods behind an old house at twilight; a seemingly normal bedroom with a
secret.

¢ Mystery Object/Clue: A locked diary that whispers when touched, a strange antique
photograph where the eyes seem to follow you, a single cold glove found in summer, a music
box that plays by itself, a cryptic message scrawled on a dusty mirror.

* Eerie Sensation/Event: Sudden cold spots, the scent of old perfume when no one is there,
faint unexplained music, objects moving slightly on their own, a door creaking open when it
was firmly shut.

Activity: Combine at least one idea from three different categories above (or your own ideas for
those categories) to spark a story concept. For example: "A playful child ghost in a dusty, forgotten
library, connected to a music box that plays by itself." Write down 3-5 different combinations or core
ideas!
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Plotting the Paranormal: Your Story's Blueprint (15-20
minutes)

Now that you have some ideas, let's think about how your story might unfold. A simple story
structure can help:

1. The Beginning (Introduction): Introduce your main character(s) and the setting. Hint that
something is a bit unusual or that there's a mystery.

2. The Middle (Rising Action & Suspense): This is where the spooky things start to happen!
Your character might experience strange events, investigate, or learn more about the ghost or
mystery. Build the suspense gradually. Each event should be a little scarier or stranger than
the last.

3. The Climax (The Peak of the Spookiness!): This is the most intense part. Your character
might confront the ghost, discover a big secret, or be in a moment of danger.

4. The End (Resolution): What happens after the climax? Does the ghost find peace? Does the
character escape? Is the mystery solved? Does the story end on a chilling note, leaving the
reader wondering?

Activity: Choose your favorite story concept from the Brainstorming Bonanza. Jot down a few bullet
points for what could happen in the Beginning, Middle (a few key events), and Climax. You don't
need to write full sentences yet, just get the ideas down!

Weaving the Web of Words: Let's Start Writing! (20-30
minutes)

It's time to bring your story to life! Let's focus on writing a fantastic opening scene that will hook
your reader.

Tips for a Great Opening:

e Start with atmosphere: Use those sensory details (sight, sound, smell, touch) to paint a
picture and create a mood.

¢ Introduce your character: Let us meet them and get a sense of who they are.

¢ Hint at the mystery: A strange noise, an odd feeling, an unusual object - something to make
the reader curious.

Activity: Using your chosen concept and plot outline, start writing the beginning of your ghost story.
Aim for at least one or two strong paragraphs. Focus on creating that spooky atmosphere and
introducing your character and the setting. Remember: Show, Don't Tell!

(Optional: Put on some spooky background music, or dim the lights slightly if you're feeling brave, to
help set the mood for writing!)

Wrap-up & What's Next? (5-10 minutes)

Amazing work, Indie! You've explored what makes ghost stories tick, brainstormed fantastic ideas,
and started crafting your very own spooky tale.

Share (if you like!): Would you like to read aloud the opening you wrote or share some of your
favorite ideas from today?

Next Steps (for later):

¢ Continue writing your story, following your plot outline.
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¢ Read your story aloud to hear how it flows and where you can build more suspense.
¢ Ask for feedback from someone else once you have a draft.
¢ Maybe even draw a spooky illustration for your story!

Remember, the best ghost stories come from your unique imagination. Have fun and happy haunting
(with your words)!
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