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Unleashing Your Inner Matilda: A Literary
Adventure with Roald Dahl!
Hi Indie! Get ready to dive deeper into the amazing world of "Matilda" by Roald Dahl. This lesson will
be a fun journey where we'll explore the characters, uncover important messages, and even get a bit
creative with the story!

Activity 1: Getting to Know the Characters (and Re-
acquainting!)
As you read or re-read "Matilda," let's think about the fascinating people (and some not-so-nice
ones!) in the story. Grab your notebook!

Matilda Wormwood: What are three words you'd use to describe Matilda? What do you
admire most about her? Can you think of a time she showed great courage?
Miss Honey: How is Miss Honey different from the other adults in Matilda's life? What makes
her a good teacher and friend?
Miss Trunchbull: "The Trunchbull" is quite a character! What makes her so terrifying? Do you
think there's anything that could make her change? (Probably not, but it's fun to think about!)
Mr. and Mrs. Wormwood: What are your thoughts on Matilda's parents? How do their
actions affect Matilda?

Jot down your answers and any other thoughts you have about these characters. We can discuss
them!

Activity 2: Uncovering the Big Ideas (Themes!)
Stories often have hidden messages or big ideas called "themes." "Matilda" is packed with them!
Let's explore a few:

The Power of Reading and Knowledge: How does reading help Matilda? What does the
book show us about the importance of learning?
Good vs. Evil (or Kindness vs. Cruelty): Can you think of examples of great kindness in the
story? And examples of awful cruelty? How does Matilda fight back against cruelty?
Justice and Fairness: Does everyone get what they deserve in the end? How does Matilda try
to make things fair?
Standing Up for Yourself (and Others!): When does Matilda stand up for herself? When
does she stand up for others (like Miss Honey)? Why is this important?

Think about these as you read, and note down any scenes or quotes that really show these themes.

Activity 3: Vocabulary Voyage!
Roald Dahl uses some fantastic words! As you read, keep an eye out for any words that are new to
you or that you find particularly interesting. Write them down in your notebook.

Let's pick 3-5 words from your list. Look up their meanings and try to use each one in a sentence of
your own that's NOT about "Matilda." This helps make the words stick in your brain!

Activity 4: Your Creative Challenge - Matilda's Next
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Chapter!
Now for the super fun part! Let's use our imagination. Choose ONE of the following prompts and
write a short piece (it could be a few paragraphs or a page or two – whatever feels right!):

A New Adventure: Write a brand new, short chapter for "Matilda." What exciting (or
mischievous!) thing does Matilda do next, now that she's living with Miss Honey?
A Letter From the Future: Imagine Matilda is a young adult (maybe 18 or 20). Write a letter
from her to Miss Honey, telling her about her life and what she's been up to.
Telekinesis for a Day: If you, Indie, suddenly had Matilda's powers of telekinesis for just one
day, what would you do? Write a short story about your day.

Don't worry about making it perfect, just have fun with it and let your creativity flow! You can even
draw a picture to go with your story if you like.

Activity 5: Wrap-up & Sharing
Wow, what an adventure with Matilda!

What was your favorite part of the book?
What did you enjoy most about this lesson?
Is there anything new you learned or thought about from "Matilda" today?

If you feel like it, I'd love to hear about your creative writing piece or see it!

Great job exploring "Matilda" today, Indie! Keep reading and keep being curious!


