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The Magic of Words: Exploring Language in
Matilda
Materials Needed:

A copy of "Matilda" by Roald Dahl (book or film access for dialogue study)
Notebook or digital document for notes and writing
Pen/pencil or keyboard
Optional: Dictionary and Thesaurus

Part 1: Warm-up - Word Wizards! (10 minutes)
Hi Indie! Let's start by thinking about powerful words. Think about "Matilda." What are some words or
phrases from the story (or the film) that stick in your mind? Why do you think they are memorable? Jot
down a few ideas.

Discussion Starter: What makes a word "powerful" or "magical" in a story?

Part 2: Diving into Dahl's Dictionary (20-25 minutes)
Roald Dahl was a master of language! He loved playing with words, inventing new ones, and using them
in really descriptive ways. Let's explore this in "Matilda."

Activity 1: Vivid Vocabulary & Figurative Language Hunt

Either read a chapter you love from "Matilda" or, if you prefer, we can focus on some key scenes (e.g.,
Matilda's first day at school, Miss Trunchbull's encounters, Miss Honey's cottage). As you read/recall:

Look for strong verbs (action words that are exciting, e.g., "galloped" instead of "ran").
Find examples of vivid adjectives (describing words, e.g., "ghastly," "stupendous").
Can you spot any similes (comparing two things using "like" or "as," e.g., "Miss Trunchbull was
like a tank") or metaphors (saying something *is* something else, e.g., "Her anger was a
storm")?
Dahl sometimes uses exaggeration (hyperbole) for comic or dramatic effect. Can you find any
examples?

Jot down at least 3-5 examples you find particularly interesting or effective. Discuss why Dahl might
have chosen those specific words.

Part 3: Character Voices - Words Reveal All! (20-25 minutes)
How do characters in "Matilda" use language? Does it tell us about who they are?

Activity 2: Dialogue Detectives

Think about how these characters speak:

Matilda: How does her way of speaking change? How does she use language to stand up for
herself or others?
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Miss Trunchbull: What kind of words does she use? What does her tone sound like in your head?
How does her language show her power (or her abuse of it)?
Miss Honey: How is her language different from Miss Trunchbull's? What does it tell us about her
personality?
Mr. Wormwood: What are some of his classic phrases? What do they reveal about his
intelligence and values?

Choose one character. Find 1-2 examples of their dialogue. How does what they say, and how they
might say it, perfectly capture their personality? Discuss your thoughts.

Optional: Try saying some of their lines out loud, thinking about their tone of voice!

Part 4: The Power of Words - Resistance & Magic (15
minutes)
In "Matilda," words aren't just for talking; they are tools!

How does Matilda use her knowledge and her words as a form of power or resistance against the
adults who mistreat her? (Think about her pranks, her storytelling to Mrs. Phelps, or how she
communicates with Miss Honey).
The books Matilda reads are full of words and stories from other worlds. How do these books offer
her an escape or a different kind of magic before her telekinesis develops?
Do you think there's a connection between Matilda's love of language/reading and her special
powers? Why or why not?

Let's discuss these ideas!

Part 5: Creative Challenge - Your Turn to Write! (20-30
minutes)
Now it's your turn to play with words like Roald Dahl!

Choose ONE of these creative writing prompts:

A New Insult for Miss Trunchbull: Invent a new, over-the-top, and ridiculously descriptive1.
insult that Miss Trunchbull might hurl at a student. Try to use vivid adjectives and maybe even a
simile or metaphor. (Make it funny, not genuinely mean!)
Matilda's Magical Monologue: Imagine Matilda is trying to explain her powers to Miss Honey2.
using the most beautiful and precise language she can. Write a short monologue (a speech by one
character) for Matilda. Focus on her choice of words.
Describe a Wormwood Scheme: Mr. Wormwood comes up with a new, dishonest scheme to sell3.
a terrible car. Describe the car and his sales pitch using the kind of boastful, incorrect, and funny
language he would use.

Have fun with it! Don't worry about perfection, just explore the language.

Part 6: Wrap-up & Reflection (5-10 minutes)
Great work today, Indie!

Think about what we explored:
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What was the most interesting thing you discovered about language in "Matilda" today?
Has this lesson changed how you might pay attention to words when you read other books or
watch films? How so?

If you enjoyed this, maybe next time you read a book, you can keep a little "log" of your favorite words,
phrases, or character quotes!


