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Indie's Awesome 'Matilda' Movie Essay
Adventure!
Materials Needed:

Access to the 1996 film 'Matilda' (streaming service, DVD, etc.)
Notebook or digital document for note-taking
Writing utensil or word processing software
Optional: 'Matilda' by Roald Dahl (book for comparison)
The provided 'Matilda Essay Outline' template (described in lesson)
Optional: Highlighters for note-taking

Lesson Adventure: Let's Dive In!

Part 1: Welcome Back to Crunchem Hall! (Introduction - 15 mins)

Hey Indie! Ready to dive into the magical (and sometimes a bit scary!) world of Matilda Wormwood
again? Today, we're not just watching the movie for fun (though that's a big part of it!). We're going
on an exciting mission: to write an amazing essay about Matilda!

Warm-up Chat:

What's your absolute favorite scene in "Matilda"? Why?
What three words would you use to describe Matilda herself?
What makes her story so special or memorable?

Our goal today is to explore Matilda's character and the movie's themes so you can craft a super
insightful essay!

Part 2: The Essay Quest – What’s Our Mission? (Understanding the Task - 10
mins)

An essay about a movie isn't just retelling the story. It's about sharing your unique thoughts and
insights, backed up by evidence from the film. We're going to focus on:

Identifying key messages or themes in "Matilda."
Analyzing Matilda's character – what makes her tick? How does she grow?
Structuring your ideas into a clear and persuasive essay.

Part 3: Movie Detective Time! (Viewing & Note-Taking - 60-90 mins, can be
broken up)

Grab your notebook! As you watch "Matilda" (or key scenes if you've seen it recently), be a
detective. Look for clues related to:

Focus Areas for Your Detective Notes:

Matilda's Powers: When do they appear? What triggers them? How do they develop?
Matilda's Relationships: With her family, Miss Honey, her friends, the Trunchbull. How do
these relationships shape her?
Key Challenges: What obstacles does Matilda face? How does she overcome them? (Think
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beyond just the Trunchbull!)
Important Quotes: Any lines that really stand out or reveal something important about a
character or theme?
Themes: Look for recurring ideas like:

The power of knowledge and reading
Kindness vs. cruelty
Finding your voice / Standing up for yourself and others
The meaning of family (born vs. chosen)
Overcoming adversity

Tip: You don't have to write full sentences! Jot down keywords, phrases, scene descriptions. Maybe
even pause the movie to write a quick thought.

Part 4: Building Your Essay - The "Trunchbull-Proof" Blueprint! (Essay
Structure - 20 mins)

Okay, Detective Indie, you've gathered your clues! Now, let's build a structure for your essay that
even Miss Trunchbull couldn't find fault with. A typical movie analysis essay has 5 paragraphs:

The Grand Introduction (Paragraph 1):1.
Hook: Start with something catchy to grab the reader's attention (a quote, a surprising
fact about the movie, or a general statement about the theme you'll discuss).
Brief Movie Intro: Briefly mention the movie title ("Matilda," 1996 film) and a tiny bit of
context (e.g., "a story about an extraordinary girl...").
Thesis Statement: This is THE most important sentence! It's your main argument or
point about Matilda or the movie. For example: "Through her intelligence, resilience, and
kindness, Matilda Wormwood not only overcomes neglect and tyranny but also
demonstrates the profound impact one small person can have on the world around
them." (We'll brainstorm yours soon!)

Body Paragraphs - Your Evidence Vaults! (Paragraphs 2, 3, and 4):2.

Each body paragraph will focus on ONE main idea that supports your thesis. Think of it like
this:

Topic Sentence: States the main point of this paragraph. (e.g., "Matilda's love for
reading becomes her first tool for empowerment and escape.")
Evidence: Give specific examples from the movie! Describe a scene, mention a
character's action, or use a (paraphrased) quote. (e.g., "Even as a young child, she
navigates her way to the library and devours books, creating a rich inner world that her
family cannot touch.")
Explanation: Explain HOW your evidence supports your topic sentence and, ultimately,
your thesis. Don't just drop a scene; tell us why it matters! (e.g., "This early
independence in seeking knowledge highlights her innate desire for something more
than her superficial home life offers, laying the foundation for her later acts of bravery.")

The Brilliant Conclusion (Paragraph 5):3.
Restate Thesis (in new words): Remind the reader of your main argument.
Summarize Main Points: Briefly touch on the key ideas from your body paragraphs.
Final Thought (The "Mic Drop"!): Leave the reader with something to think about.
What's the bigger message of Matilda's story? Why does it still resonate?

Part 5: Brainstorming Your Masterpiece (Thesis & Outline - 30 mins)

Let's get YOUR ideas down!

1. Thesis Brainstorm: What is the BIG idea you want to explore about Matilda? Here are some
starting points – feel free to adapt or create your own!
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Matilda shows that... (e.g., intelligence is a superpower, kindness can conquer cruelty, you can
choose your family).
The film "Matilda" explores the theme of... through the character of Matilda by...
Despite facing..., Matilda develops... which allows her to...

Write down 2-3 possible thesis statements. We can pick the strongest one!

2. Outline Power! Once you have a working thesis, let's sketch out your essay:

My "Matilda" Essay Outline:

Thesis Statement: _________________________
Body Paragraph 1 Topic: _________________________

Evidence from film: _________________________
Evidence from film: _________________________

Body Paragraph 2 Topic: _________________________
Evidence from film: _________________________
Evidence from film: _________________________

Body Paragraph 3 Topic: _________________________
Evidence from film: _________________________
Evidence from film: _________________________

Concluding thought/So what?: _________________________

Part 6: Pen to Paper (or Fingers to Keyboard!) - Drafting Time! (60 mins)

Alright, Indie, it's time to bring your amazing ideas to life! Using your outline and notes, start writing
your first draft.

Tips for Drafting:

Don't aim for perfection yet! Just get your ideas down on paper. You can polish it later.
Focus on one paragraph at a time.
Refer back to your notes and outline often.
Try to use strong verbs and descriptive language to make your writing engaging, just
like Roald Dahl's stories!
Imagine you're explaining your ideas to Miss Honey – she’d be so proud!

Part 7: Polishing Your Gem - Revision & Editing (30-45 mins)

Woohoo! First draft done? High five! Now, let's make it even shinier. This is where real magic
happens.

Revision (Big Picture Stuff):

Read it Aloud: Does it flow well? Are there any awkward sentences?
Clarity Check: Is your thesis clear? Do all your body paragraphs support it?
Evidence Check: Have you used specific examples from the movie? Did you explain them
well?
ARGUE Acronym Check:

Assertion: Is your topic sentence clear for each paragraph?
Reasoning: Do you explain why the evidence matters?
Generate: Have you generated enough support/evidence?
Understand: Does the reader understand your points?
Evidence: Is your evidence explicitly from the film and relevant?

Structure: Does your introduction hook the reader? Does your conclusion wrap things up
nicely?
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Editing (The Nitty-Gritty):

SPECS Check:
Spelling: Any pesky typos?
Punctuation: Commas, periods, apostrophes all in the right places?
Error (Grammar): Subject-verb agreement? Correct verb tenses?
Capitalization: Start of sentences, proper nouns (Matilda, Miss Honey, Crunchem Hall)?
Sentence Structure: Are your sentences varied and not too repetitive?

It can be helpful to take a short break before editing so you can look at your work with fresh eyes!

Part 8: The Grand Finale! (Submission & Reflection - 5 mins)

You did it, Indie! You've explored Matilda's world, crafted your arguments, and written a fantastic
essay. Be incredibly proud of what you've accomplished!

Final Thoughts:

What was the most enjoyable part of writing this essay?
What did you learn about Matilda or the movie that you hadn't noticed before?
What part of essay writing do you feel most confident about now?

Can't wait to read your masterpiece!


