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Meet the Mythological Mischief-Makers: A
Trickster God Showdown!

Welcome, Indie!

Today, we're diving into one of the most fun and fascinating corners of mythology: the world of
TRICKSTERS! Have you ever known someone who is super clever, a bit mischievous, loves to play
pranks, but sometimes their actions also lead to good things, or teach everyone an important lesson?
That's a trickster!

Part 1: What Exactly IS a Trickster? (Approx. 15-20 minutes)

Let's figure out what makes a character a \"trickster\" in myths and legends.
Activity - Brainstorm & Define:

e Think about it: What words or ideas come to mind when you hear the term \"trickster\"? Grab your
notebook and jot them down.
¢ Tricksters often share some common traits. See if any of these match your ideas:
o Cunning and Clever: They often outsmart others.
o Shape-shifters: Many can change their form.
o Boundary-Crossers: They often break rules or cross lines between worlds (like the world of
gods and humans).
o Culture Heroes (sometimes): Surprisingly, their tricks can sometimes lead to good things
for humans, like bringing fire or knowledge.
o Morally Ambiguous: They're not purely good or purely evil. They operate in a gray area!
o Humorous: Their stories are often funny.
o Chaos Creators: They love to stir things up!
¢ Discussion: Can you think of any characters from books, movies, or cartoons who might be
tricksters based on these traits? (Examples: Bugs Bunny, the Weasley twins from Harry Potter,
Maui from Moana).

Part 2: Meet Some Famous Mythological Tricksters! (Approx.
30-40 minutes)

Let's meet a few legendary tricksters from different parts of the world. As we go through them, think
about what makes them similar and different.

Introducing...
¢ Loki (Norse Mythology):

A shape-shifting god known for his cunning and mischief in Asgard. He's not always bad, but he
definitely causes a lot of trouble for the other Norse gods like Thor and Odin. Sometimes his tricks
lead to the gods getting powerful artifacts, but other times they lead to disaster! One famous
story involves him tricking the blind god Hodr into killing Baldur.

e Anansi (West African & Caribbean Folklore):
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Often depicted as a spider, Anansi is a master storyteller and trickster. He uses his wits to
outsmart larger creatures and even gods. Many stories tell of how Anansi brought stories, wisdom,
or even important things like the sun to the world, usually through clever (and sneaky) means.
He's a popular character who teaches lessons about cleverness and foolishness.

¢ Coyote (Native American Mythology - varies by tribe):

Coyote is a very important figure in many Native American traditions. He can be a creator, a
teacher, a hero, and a foolish prankster all at once. Coyote stories often explain how things came
to be, or teach moral lessons through his successes and (often hilarious) failures. He's a complex
character who embodies both wisdom and folly.

e Hermes (Greek Mythology):

While also the messenger god, Hermes has many trickster qualities. He was a thief from the day
he was born (stealing Apollo's cattle as a baby!), incredibly cunning, and known for his speed and
wit. He's a charmer and a smooth talker, often helping other gods and heroes with his cleverness.

Activity - Compare & Contrast:

Which of these tricksters sounds most interesting to you so far, and why?

What common abilities or personality traits do you see among Loki, Anansi, Coyote, and Hermes?
How do their cultures seem to view them? Are they loved, feared, respected, or a mix?

Do you think they are generally \"good\" or \"bad,\" or is it more complicated than that?

Part 3: Trickster Deep Dive & Creative Profile! (Approx. 45-60
minutes)

Now it's your turn to become an expert on one trickster!

Your Mission: Choose ONE trickster figure (you can pick from our list, or if you know another
mythological trickster you're curious about, let's discuss!). Then, you're going to create a \"Mythological
Social Media Profile\" OR a \"Top Secret Agent Dossier\" for them. Be creative!

Use the internet (with guidance for safe and reliable sources like reputable mythology websites - we can
find some together!) or any mythology books you have to gather details.

Your Profile/Dossier should include:

¢ Name/Aliases: What are they called? Any nicknames?

¢ Mythology/Origin: Which culture's stories do they come from?

¢ \"Profile Picture\" or \"Agent Mugshot\": Draw what you imagine they look like (or a key
symbol associated with them)!

¢ Special Skills/Powers: (e.g., shapeshifting, super speed, magic, extreme cleverness)

¢ Known Accomplices/Enemies: Who do they hang out with? Who can't stand them?

¢ \"Most Famous Pranks/Deeds\" (or \"Notable Operations\"): Briefly describe 2-3 of their
most famous stories or actions.

¢ \"Moral of My Story\" (or \"Lessons Learned from Subject\"): What can we learn from their
tales? What messages do they teach?

¢ A \"Status Update\" they might post (Social Media Profile) OR a \"Current Threat
Level/Assessment\" (Agent Dossier). Get creative here!
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Use your notebook, paper, and any art supplies you have. Have fun with it!

Part 4: Show & Tell - Trickster Showcase! (Approx. 10-15
minutes)

Time to share your amazing creation!

e Present your Trickster Profile or Dossier. Tell us about the trickster you chose.

¢ What was the most surprising or interesting thing you learned about them?

¢ Why do you think so many different cultures throughout history have created stories about
trickster figures? (Think about it: they explain things, teach lessons, reflect human nature, or are
just plain entertaining!)

Wrap-up

Great job today, Indie! You've explored the exciting world of mythological tricksters, learned about their
common characteristics, and even profiled one yourself. These characters are so important because
they often reflect the complexities of life and human nature - and they remind us that sometimes, a
little bit of clever mischief can change the world (or at least make a great story!).

Optional Extension Ideas (If you're feeling extra curious!):

¢ Write a short, new myth or story featuring the trickster you profiled. What kind of adventure or
trouble could they get into next?

e Compare your mythological trickster to a modern trickster character from a book, TV show, or
movie you like. What's similar? What's different?

e Research how images or stories of your chosen trickster have appeared in art or literature over
time.
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