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Welcome, Indie, to the Amazing World of
Greek Myths!

Get ready for an adventure back in time to ancient Greece, a land of mighty gods, brave heroes,
terrifying monsters, and epic tales! Today, we're going to unlock some of the secrets of Greek
mythology. It's way more than just old stories - it's full of drama, action, and ideas that still pop up in
our books, movies, and even an_me today!

Materials for Your Mythical Journey:

¢ Notebook or paper

¢ Pens, pencils, or markers (colors are great!)

¢ Computer with internet access (for a little research if you like!)

e Your amazing imagination!

Optional: Craft supplies like construction paper, clay, or LEGOs if you feel inspired for the final
activity.

Activity 1: Olympus Calling - Meet the Head Honchos!

The ancient Greeks believed in many gods and goddesses, but the top dogs lived on Mount Olympus.
Let's meet some of them! Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to become familiar with at
least five of these powerful beings.

Here are a few of the main Olympians and their roles:

e Zeus: King of the gods, god of the sky, thunder, and lightning. (He's the boss!)

¢ Hera: Queen of the gods, goddess of marriage and family. (Zeus's wife, and often not too
happy with him!)

¢ Poseidon: God of the sea, earthquakes, and horses. (Carries a trident!)

e Hades: God of the Underworld and the dead. (Often misunderstood - not necessarily evil, just
a bit gloomy).

¢ Athena: Goddess of wisdom, warfare strategy, and crafts. (Super smart and a warrior!)

¢ Apollo: God of music, poetry, archery, light, and medicine. (A multi-talented dude!)

Artemis: Goddess of the hunt, wild animals, and the moon. (Apollo's twin sister, very

independent).

Aphrodite: Goddess of love, beauty, and pleasure. (Said to be the most beautiful!)

Ares: God of war (the brutal, chaotic side of it).

Hephaestus: God of fire, metalworking, and craftsmanship. (The blacksmith of the gods).

Hermes: Messenger of the gods, god of travellers, thieves, and commerce. (Super speedy with

winged sandals!).

¢ Demeter: Goddess of agriculture, harvest, and fertility. (Makes the plants grow!).

Your Task: Pick at least five Olympians that sound interesting to you. In your notebook, write down
their name, their main job(s) or what they are the god/goddess of, and one cool thing about them
(like their symbol or a famous story snippet if you know one). You can use the internet for a quick
search if you want to find out their symbols or a quick fun fact!

Activity 2: Story Time - Dive into a Classic Myth!

Now that you know some of the key players, let's explore one of their famous stories. We'll look at
the myth of Persephone and Hades. This story explains how the ancient Greeks understood the
changing seasons!
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The Story Snapshot:

Persephone was the beautiful daughter of Demeter, the goddess of the harvest. One day, while
picking flowers, the earth suddenly split open! Hades, the god of the Underworld, emerged in his
chariot and whisked Persephone away to be his queen in the gloomy Underworld. Demeter was
heartbroken and furious. She searched everywhere for Persephone, and in her grief, she neglected
her duties, causing all the plants on Earth to wither and die - a never-ending winter!

Zeus finally intervened. He decreed that Hades must return Persephone. However, there was a
catch: if anyone ate food in the Underworld, they had to stay there. Hades, being sneaky, had tricked
Persephone into eating a few pomegranate seeds. So, a compromise was made: Persephone would
spend part of the year with Hades in the Underworld (which is when Demeter grieves, and we have
autumn and winter) and the other part of the year with her mother on Earth (when Demeter is
happy, bringing spring and summer).

Thinking Cap Time, Indie:

In your notebook, try to retell the story of Persephone and Hades in your own words in a few
sentences.

What do you think is the 'moral' or lesson of this story?

How did the characters (Persephone, Hades, Demeter) feel and act in the story?

Can you see how this story would explain the seasons to people long ago?

Activity 3: Myth Mash-Up - Your Creative Challenge!

This is where you get to shine, Indie! Greek myths are thousands of years old, but their themes - like
bravery, jealousy, love, and adventure - are timeless. Your challenge is to bring Greek mythology
into the 21st century or create something cool inspired by it.

Choose ONE of these creative options:

1. Modern Myth Retell: Rewrite a short Greek myth (like Pandora's Box, King Midas, or a mini-
adventure of Heracles/Hercules) as if it were happening today. Who would the characters be?
What modern problems would they face? Maybe Zeus is a CEO, or Hermes delivers messages
via super-fast drone?

2. New God/Goddess on the Block: Invent a new Greek god or goddess for the modern world.
What would they be the god/goddess of (e.g., the Internet, video games, social media,
protecting the environment)? What would their powers be? What would their symbol be? Draw
them or write a description!

3. Mythic Comic Strip: Choose a scene from a Greek myth (or your modern retell) and create a
short comic strip (3-6 panels is fine!).

4. Olympian Hangout: Imagine some of the Greek gods and goddesses are hanging out. Write a
short dialogue or script about what they might talk about. What would Aphrodite post on
Instagram? What music would Apollo listen to?

5. Mythical Build (Optional - if you have craft supplies): Create a model of a mythical
creature (like a Minotaur or Pegasus), a scene from a myth (like the Trojan Horse), or a symbol
of a god/goddess using LEGOs, clay, or other craft materials.

Have fun with this! There's no right or wrong way to be creative.
Wrapping Up Your Epic Journey (For Today!)
Wow, Indie! You've met some powerful gods, explored an ancient story, and even put your own

creative spin on Greek mythology! These stories have fascinated people for thousands of years, and
hopefully, you can see why.
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Think about:

¢ Which god or goddess did you find most interesting and why?
¢ What's one thing you learned today that surprised you?

Keep an eye out for Greek mythology influences in books, movies (Percy Jackson, anyone?), and
even everyday language (like 'narcissism' from Narcissus, or 'echo' from Echo). The world of myths is
vast and full of more amazing tales. Perhaps we can explore another one soon!

Great work today, Myth Explorer Indie!
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