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Zoology Documentary Deep Dive: Become
the Next David Attenborough!
Subject Areas: Zoology, Biology, Media Literacy, Creative Arts

Topic: Introduction to Zoology through Documentary Analysis and Creation

Welcome, Aria! Get ready to dive into the amazing world of animals and the documentaries that
bring their stories to life. Today, you'll not only learn about zoology but also step into the shoes of a
documentary filmmaker!

Part 1: Documentary Detectives (Approx. 60-90 minutes,
including documentary viewing)

Step 1: Choose Your Adventure! (10 mins)

Let's pick a zoology documentary to watch. Do you have a favorite already, or shall we find a new
one? We're looking for something about 30-50 minutes long. It could be about a specific animal, an
ecosystem, or a particular animal behavior.

(Parent/Teacher Note: Guide Aria to choose an age-appropriate and high-quality documentary.
Examples: episodes from "Planet Earth," "Our Planet," "Blue Planet," or specific animal features on
channels like National Geographic or BBC Earth.)

Step 2: Attenborough Analysis (Watch time + 20 mins)

As we watch the documentary, grab your notebook! I want you to be a 'Documentary Detective.'
Look out for these things:

Storytelling: How does the narrator tell the story? What makes it interesting?
Visuals: What kind of shots do they use (close-ups, wide shots, slow-motion)? How do the
visuals help tell the story?
Information: What facts did you learn about the animals or their environment? How is this
information presented?
Music & Sound: How does music or sound effects add to the documentary?
Emotional Connection: Did the documentary make you feel anything (curiosity, awe,
sadness, happiness)? How?

After watching, let's discuss your notes. What did you find most effective? What did you learn about
how to make a great wildlife documentary?

Part 2: Your Turn to Shine! (Approx. 90-120 minutes, can
be split over days)

Step 3: Animal Explorer - The Research Phase (30-45 mins)

Now it's your turn to be the zoologist and storyteller! Choose an animal that fascinates you. It could
be anything from a tiny insect to a giant whale.

Once you've picked your animal, use the internet (with supervision if needed) and any books you
have to research it. Find out about its:
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Habitat: Where does it live? What's its environment like?
Diet: What does it eat? Is it a herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore?
Behavior: What are some interesting things it does? How does it interact with other animals
or its environment?
Special Adaptations: What unique features help it survive?
Conservation Status: Is it endangered? What challenges does it face?
Fun Facts: Any other cool or quirky details!

Take good notes! These will be the backbone of your mini-documentary.

Step 4: Lights, Camera, Animal Action! - Planning & Creation (60-75 mins)

Time to plan your own mini-documentary (about 2-5 minutes long). You can choose how to present
it:

Video: Film yourself presenting, use images or drawings, or even film toys/models if you want
to get creative with visuals.
Audio with Slideshow: Create a slideshow with pictures and record your voice narrating it.
Detailed Script & Storyboard: If filming isn't possible, write a detailed script as if you were
narrating, and create a storyboard (a series of drawings) showing what viewers would see.

Planning your masterpiece:

Script it: Write down what you want to say. Remember what we learned from the professional1.
documentary – make it engaging! Use your research to include interesting facts.
Visualize it (Storyboard optional but helpful): Think about what viewers will see. Will you2.
use pictures you find online (make sure to mention sources if possible), your own drawings, or
footage of yourself?
Practice: Rehearse your script a few times.3.
Record/Create: Use a smartphone, tablet, or computer to record your documentary or create4.
your slideshow/script. Don't worry about perfection – have fun with it!

(Parent/Teacher Note: Assist with technology as needed. Encourage creativity and focus on clear
communication of facts.)

Part 3: The Premiere! (15-20 minutes)

Step 5: Share and Reflect

It's time for the premiere of your mini-documentary! Present your work.

Afterward, let's talk about it:

What was your favorite part about creating your documentary?
What was the most challenging part?
What did you learn about your chosen animal that surprised you?
If you were to make another documentary, what might you do differently or what animal would
you choose next?

Fantastic job, budding zoologist and documentarian! You've learned a lot about animals AND how to
share their amazing stories with the world.


