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Kool Koalas and Their Eucalyptus Kingdoms!
Materials Needed:

Computer or tablet with internet access (optional, for showing pictures/videos)
Paper
Crayons, colored pencils, or markers
Optional: Shoebox or small cardboard box for diorama
Optional: Craft supplies for diorama (glue, scissors, construction paper, twigs, leaves)
Optional: Printable koala coloring pages or fact sheets (easily found online)

Introduction: Meeting the Marvelous Marsupial! (Approx.
10 minutes)
Hello, amazing explorer! Today, we're going on an adventure to Australia, but we won't need a
plane! We're going to learn about one of its most famous and cuddly-looking residents: the Koala!

Ask your student: What do you already know about koalas? Have you ever seen one (in a picture,
video, or zoo)? What do you think they eat? Where do you think they live?

Let's find out some "kool" facts!

Part 1: All About Koalas! (Approx. 15-20 minutes)
Koalas are truly unique animals. Here’s what makes them special:

Not Bears! Lots of people call them "koala bears," but they aren't bears at all! Koalas are
marsupials. This means that mother koalas have a pouch where their babies, called joeys,
grow and develop after they are born – just like kangaroos!
Picky Eaters: Koalas have a very special diet. They almost exclusively eat the leaves of
eucalyptus trees. These leaves are tough, low in nutrition, and even poisonous to most other
animals! Koalas have a special digestive system to handle them. They can eat up to 1 kilogram
(2.2 pounds) of leaves a day!
Sleepy Heads: Because eucalyptus leaves don't provide much energy, koalas sleep a lot – up
to 18-20 hours a day! This helps them save energy.
Great Climbers: Koalas are built for living in trees. They have sharp claws and strong limbs
for gripping branches. They also have two opposable thumbs on their front paws for a super
strong grip! Their bottoms are also padded, making it comfy to sit on branches for hours.
Unique Sounds: Koalas make a surprising range of sounds, from soft squeaks to loud, deep
grunts and bellows, especially the males, to communicate.

Discussion: Which koala fact did you find most surprising? Why do you think it's important for a
koala to be a good climber?

Part 2: A Koala's Home - The Eucalyptus Forest (Approx. 15
minutes)
A koala's habitat is its home – the place where it finds food, shelter, and can raise its young. For
koalas, this means eucalyptus forests and woodlands in eastern and southeastern Australia.

The Right Trees: Not all eucalyptus trees are the same! There are hundreds of types, but
koalas only eat the leaves from a few specific ones. So, their habitat must have these
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preferred trees.
Climate Matters: Koalas are found in a range of climates, from tropical north to cooler south,
as long as their food trees are present.
More Than Just Food: Eucalyptus trees provide shelter from the sun and rain, and a safe
place to sleep away from ground predators (though adult koalas have few natural predators).

Activity Idea: If you have access to real eucalyptus leaves (or pictures of them online), examine
their shape and texture. Discuss how different they are from other leaves the student might know.

Part 3: Threats to Koalas and Their Habitats (Approx. 10-15
minutes)
Sadly, koala populations are facing some serious challenges:

Habitat Loss: This is the biggest threat. Trees are cleared for farming, housing developments,
and roads. When their eucalyptus forests disappear, koalas lose their food and homes.
Bushfires: Australia experiences severe bushfires, which can destroy huge areas of koala
habitat and directly harm koalas.
Climate Change: Changes in climate can lead to more frequent and intense droughts and
heatwaves, stressing koalas and affecting the quality of eucalyptus leaves. It can also increase
the risk of bushfires.
Disease: Koalas can suffer from diseases, some of which can be more severe if the koalas are
stressed due to habitat loss or lack of food.
Vehicle Strikes and Dog Attacks: As koalas have to travel further to find food and mates
due to fragmented habitats, they are more at risk of being hit by cars or attacked by dogs.

Discussion: How do you think it feels for a koala to lose its home? What would happen if all the
eucalyptus trees disappeared?

Part 4: How Can We Help Our Furry Friends? (Approx. 10
minutes)
Even from far away, we can learn about and support koala conservation! Here are some ideas:

Learn and Share: The more people know about koalas and the threats they face, the more
people will want to help. Share what you've learned today!
Support Conservation Groups: Many organizations work to protect koalas by rescuing
injured koalas, protecting and restoring habitats, and conducting research. (Parent note:
Research kid-friendly organizations if your child wants to "adopt" a koala or learn more).
Be Mindful of the Environment: Taking care of our planet helps all animals. Reducing
waste, saving water, and planting trees (even if not eucalyptus!) are good habits.
Create Awareness: You can draw pictures of koalas, write stories, or even make a small
presentation for your family about them!

Activity Time: Create a Koala World! (Approx. 20-30
minutes)
Now it's your turn to get creative!

Option 1: Koala Drawing/Painting: Draw or paint a koala in its eucalyptus tree habitat. Try to
include details we learned about, like its strong claws, the type of leaves it eats, and maybe even a
joey in a pouch!
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Option 2: Build a Koala Habitat Diorama:

Use a shoebox or small cardboard box as the base.1.
Draw or paint a background with eucalyptus trees inside the box.2.
Use construction paper, real twigs (if safe and available), and leaves to create 3D eucalyptus3.
trees.
Make a small koala out of paper or clay (or use a small toy if you have one) and place it in your4.
diorama.
Think about adding other elements: the sun, maybe a representation of a water source (though5.
koalas get most water from leaves).

While your student is working, you can play some calming nature sounds or music from Australia.

Wrap-up and Review (Approx. 5-10 minutes)
Great job today, koala expert!

Let's see what we remember:

Can you name one special thing about a koala? (e.g., marsupial, eats eucalyptus, sleeps a lot)
Where do koalas live? (Eucalyptus forests in Australia)
What is one danger koalas face? (Habitat loss, bushfires)
What is one thing we can do to help koalas? (Learn about them, support conservation, protect
the environment)

You've done an amazing job learning about koalas today! Remember, every animal plays an
important part in our world, and it's up to us to help protect them.


