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Treasure Hunt with Golden Beads!

Materials Needed (also listed separately):

e Montessori Golden Bead Set (Unit beads, Ten bars, Hundred squares, Thousand cubes)
e A soft work mat (like a felt mat or small rug)
¢ Small trays or bowls (optional, for organizing the beads)

Our Golden Learning Adventure!

Hello Number Explorer! Today, we're going on a special treasure hunt, but instead of gold coins,
we're hunting for numbers using magical Golden Beads! These beads will help us understand big
numbers in a super fun way.

Part 1: Meeting the Golden Bead Family
Let's lay out our work mat. First, I'll show you each special bead:
1. The Unit Bead (The Tiny Treasure):

Hold this tiny golden bead. This is ONE. It's like one tiny spark of gold. Can you say "one unit"?
Let's count out a few of them: one, two, three...

2. The Ten Bar (The Treasure Stick):

Look at this! This is a TEN BAR. It's made of ten tiny unit beads all joined together. Let's count
the beads oniit: 1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6, 7, 8,9, 10! So, one ten bar is the same as ten units. Can you
say "one ten"?

3. The Hundred Square (The Treasure Tile):

Wow, look at this flat square! This is a HUNDRED SQUARE. Guess how many ten bars make
this up? That's right, ten of them! And since each ten bar has ten units, a hundred square has
100 tiny unit beads! It's like a tile made of treasure. Can you say "one hundred"?

4. The Thousand Cube (The Treasure Chest):

And the biggest of them all! This is a THOUSAND CUBE. It's made of ten hundred squares
stacked together. Imagine, that's 1,000 tiny unit beads! It's like a whole treasure chest! Can
you say "one thousand"?

Part 2: Golden Bead | Spy! (Our First Game)
Let's play a quick game. I'll name a bead, and you point to it or pick it up!

¢ "Can you show me... a unit?"

¢ "Where is the... ten bar?"

¢ "Find me... the hundred square!"
¢ "Point to the... thousand cube!"

¢ "Now, can you bring me 3 units?"
¢ "Can you fetch 2 ten bars?"

(Teacher: Observe and gently correct if needed. Praise enthusiasm!)
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Part 3: The Magical Exchange Game!
This is where the real magic happens! We know that 10 units make 1 ten bar. Let's try it!

Lay out 12 unit beads. "Oh my, we have so many single treasures! It's a bit messy."

"Let's count out ten unit beads: 1, 2, ... 10."

"Now, we can magically exchange these ten units for... what do you think? Yes! One ten bar!"
Replace the 10 unit beads with 1 ten bar. "Look! We still have the same amount of treasure,
but it's more organized. We have 1 ten bar and 2 units. That makes the number 12!"

i

Challenge (Optional): If you have 10 ten bars, what can you exchange them for? (Answer: One
hundred square!)

Part 4: Building Our Own Treasure Numbers!

Now you're a Golden Bead expert! Let's use the beads to build some numbers. I'll say a number, and
you can try to make it with your beads.

¢ "Can you build the number 4 using the beads?" (Student should pick 4 unit beads)
¢ "How about the number 20?" (Student should pick 2 ten bars)

e "Let's try a trickier one: 23." (Guide them to select 2 ten bars and 3 unit beads)

¢ "Wow! How about 132?" (1 hundred square, 3 ten bars, 2 unit beads)

(Teacher: Start with smaller numbers and gradually increase complexity based on the student's
comfort. Focus on the joy of discovery!)

Part 5: Wrapping Up Our Golden Adventure
Amazing work, Number Explorer! You've learned so much about our Golden Beads today:

¢ You met the unit, ten bar, hundred square, and thousand cube!
¢ You learned how to exchange units for tens!
¢ You even built numbers using your treasure beads!

These Golden Beads are a wonderful tool to help us understand numbers, big and small. Keep
exploring, and remember how numbers can be a real treasure!

For the Grown-Up (Teacher/Parent Notes):

¢ Focus: This lesson is an introduction to the quantities and names of the Golden Beads, and
the concept of exchange. It's foundational for understanding place value.
¢ Pace: Go at the child's pace. Some children may spend a long time just exploring the beads,
and that's okay!
¢ Language: Use the correct Montessori names (unit, ten bar, hundred square, thousand cube)
consistently after the initial introduction.
¢ Next Steps: Future lessons can involve more complex exchanges, forming larger numbers,
and eventually operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division) with the Golden
Beads.
¢ Differentiation:
o For younger learners or those needing more support: Focus only on units and tens
initially. Spend more time on one-to-one correspondence activities with the unit beads.
o For learners ready for a challenge: Introduce numbers up to 9999 quickly. Begin static
addition (addition without exchanges) using the beads. Ask them to "write down" the
number next to the beads they've laid out (if they are writing numerals).
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