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Welcome, Super Storyteller Riley!
Are you ready to go on an adventure... into the world of writing YOUR OWN stories? It's going to be a
blast! Today, we're going to become story architects and build something amazing with words.

Part 1: The Secret Ingredients of a Story!
Every awesome story, whether it's in a book, a movie, or a game, has some secret ingredients. Let's
uncover them:

Characters: These are the 'who' of your story! Are they brave knights, curious scientists,
talking animals, or maybe even a superhero version of you?
Setting: This is the 'where' and 'when' your story takes place. Is it a spooky castle, a faraway
planet, a bustling city, or your own backyard a hundred years ago?
Plot: This is the 'what happens' in your story – the adventure, the excitement, the challenges!
A plot usually has:

A Beginning: Where we meet the characters and see the setting. What's life like for
them?
A Middle: This is where things get interesting! A problem or a challenge pops up. Your
character has to do something!
An End: How is the problem solved? What happens to the characters after their
adventure?

Think of it like baking a cake – you need the right ingredients for it to be delicious! For a story, you
need characters, setting, and a plot!

Part 2: Let's Create an Awesome Character!
Now for the super fun part – creating your very own character! Grab a piece of paper and your
drawing tools. We're going to use a 'Character Creator' guide (you can make your own worksheet
like this):

Character's Name: (Think of something cool or funny!)
What do they look like? (Draw them! Or describe them in words. Do they have spiky hair?
Wear a cool Llama-themed hat? Gigantic shoes?)
Personality Traits (at least 3): Are they brave, shy, clever, goofy, kind, grumpy,
adventurous?
A Special Skill or a Secret: (Maybe they can talk to squirrels, or they're secretly a world-
class cupcake baker!)
What does your character WANT most of all? (To find a hidden treasure? To win the big
race? To make a new friend?)

Your Mission, Riley: Spend some time creating one or two amazing characters. Don't be afraid to
be silly and creative!

Part 3: Building Your Story's Plot Rollercoaster!
Every great story takes us on a ride, like a rollercoaster! It has ups, downs, and exciting twists. Let's
plan your story's rollercoaster ride. You can draw a wavy line like a rollercoaster on another piece of
paper to help, or use a 'Plot Rollercoaster' worksheet with these parts:

The Start (Bottom of the first hill): THE BEGINNING1.
Introduce your character(s) from Part 2.
Where and when is your story happening (the setting)?
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What is a normal day like for your character?
The Climb (Going up!): THE PROBLEM / CHALLENGE2.

Oh no! Something happens! A problem arises, or your character faces a challenge.
What is the problem? (e.g., Their magical Llama-themed hat is stolen! They discover a
mysterious map! A monster needs help!)

The Peak (Whee! Top of the big drop!): THE CLIMAX3.
This is the most exciting part! How does your character face the biggest moment of the
problem?
What choices do they make? What actions do they take?

The Drop & Twists (Coming down): THE SOLUTION / FALLING ACTION4.
How does your character start to solve the problem?
What happens as things start to get resolved?

The Smooth End (Ride finishes!): THE END / RESOLUTION5.
How is the problem finally solved?
What happens to your character(s) at the very end? Do they learn anything?
Is everyone happy? (Or is there a hint of a new adventure...?)

Your Mission, Riley: Pick one of your characters and outline a simple story plot using these
rollercoaster steps. Just jot down a few ideas for each part!

Part 4: Lights, Camera, Action... Write Your Story!
Okay, Story Architect Riley, you have your amazing character and your exciting plot map! Now it's
time for the magic: writing your story!

Grab a fresh piece of paper and your favorite pencil.
Use your Character Creator notes and your Plot Rollercoaster outline to guide you.
Try to include descriptions – what do things look, sound, smell, feel like?
Don't worry about making it perfect on the first try! The most important thing is to get your
ideas down and have fun. Aim for at least one good paragraph, or more if you're feeling
inspired!

Your Mission, Riley: Write your story! Take your time and enjoy the process of bringing your ideas
to life.

Part 5: You're an Author, Riley!
WOW! You did it! You planned and wrote your very own story! That's fantastic! Take a moment to
read your story aloud. How does it sound?

Share Your Story: A great story loves an audience! Share it with your family or a friend.
Think About It: What was your favorite part of writing this story? What was a bit tricky? What
kind of story do you want to write next?
Keep Practicing: The more you write, the more your storytelling superpowers will grow! Keep
a notebook for all your awesome story ideas.

Great job today, Super Storyteller! Keep imagining and keep writing!

Want to Try More? (Extra Challenges!)

Add dialogue (what your characters say to each other). Make sure to use quotation marks (")!
Write a longer story with more details and maybe a surprise twist!
Draw illustrations for your story.
Create a different ending for your story. What if...?
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Tips for Grown-Ups (if needed):

Encourage creativity and effort over perfection.
Help brainstorm ideas if Riley gets stuck, but let them lead the story.
Focus on the fun of storytelling! The "Character Creator" and "Plot Rollercoaster" can be actual
simple worksheets you draw together or print if you find templates online that match these
descriptions.


