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Discover the Amazing Rusty-Spotted Cat:
The World's Smallest Wild Feline!

Materials Needed:

e Computer or tablet with internet access (for research and viewing videos/images - parent
supervised)

World map or globe

Plain paper

Colored pencils, crayons, or markers

Optional: Modeling clay or craft supplies for diorama

Optional: Small toy for camouflage game

Notebook or journal for writing

Lesson Introduction: Meet the Miniature Marvel! (Approx.
10 minutes)

Hello, young explorer! Get ready to learn about one of the most incredible and tiniest wild cats on
our planet. Have you ever imagined a wild cat so small it could almost fit in the palm of your hand?
That's the rusty-spotted cat! Today, we're going on an adventure to discover everything about this
fascinating creature.

All About the Rusty-Spotted Cat: Tiny Hunter, Big
Personality! (Approx. 20 minutes)

The rusty-spotted cat (its scientific name is Prionailurus rubiginosus) holds the title for being one of
the world's smallest wild cats. Let's find out more:

¢ Size and Weight: They are super small! Adults usually weigh only 2 to 3.5 pounds (that's
about 0.9 to 1.6 kilograms) - less than many house cats! They are about 14 to 19 inches long
(35 to 48 cm), not including their tail, which adds another 6 to 10 inches (15 to 25 cm).

e Appearance: Their fur is short and soft, usually greyish or fawn-colored, with distinctive rusty-
brown spots and blotches all over their back and sides - this is where they get their name!
They have two dark streaks on each cheek and white undersides with larger dark spots. Their
eyes are often a striking amber or greyish-brown.

e Super Senses: Like most cats, they have excellent eyesight, especially at night, and super
sharp hearing. These senses help them be amazing hunters, even in the dark!

¢ Behavior: Rusty-spotted cats are mainly nocturnal, meaning they are most active at night.
They are known to be very agile climbers and often spend time in trees, perhaps to hunt or
escape danger. They are also very shy and elusive, which makes them hard to spot in the wild!

Where in the World? Habitat Exploration (Approx. 15
minutes)

So, where does this tiny cat call home? Rusty-spotted cats are native to:

¢ India
¢ Sri Lanka
¢ A small, recently discovered population in Nepal

They prefer habitats like:
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Moist and dry deciduous forests

Scrublands (areas with lots of bushes and small trees)

Grasslands

Rocky hillslopes

They have even been found in abandoned buildings and near agricultural areas like tea
plantations, showing they can adapt a bit to human presence, though they prefer wilder
places.

Activity Idea: Map It Out! Find India and Sri Lanka on a world map or globe. Can you imagine the
different types of landscapes there? Try drawing or coloring what you think a rusty-spotted cat's
forest or scrubland home looks like.

What's on the Menu? Diet of a Tiny Predator (Approx. 10
minutes)

Even though it's small, the rusty-spotted cat is a skilled hunter! Its diet mainly consists of:

Small rodents (like mice and rats)
Small birds

e Lizards

¢ Frogs

* |nsects

They use their stealth and quickness to pounce on their prey. Imagine being so tiny but so brave and
effective!

Conservation Corner: Protecting Our Tiny Friends (Approx.
15 minutes)

The rusty-spotted cat is currently listed as Near Threatened by the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN). This means that while they are not yet endangered, their populations
are declining, and they could become endangered in the future if we don't help.

What are the threats?

+ Habitat Loss: This is the biggest threat. Forests and scrublands are being cleared for farming,
cities, and roads. This means less space and food for the cats.

¢ Hybridization: Sometimes they might interbreed with domestic cats, which can dilute their
unique wild genes.

¢ Being Mistaken: Sadly, they are sometimes hunted because people mistake them for leopard
cubs, or they are killed by domestic dogs.

How can we help? Even from home, you can make a difference!

¢ Learn and Share: The more you know about these amazing animals, the more you can tell
others. Awareness is a superpower!

e Support Conservation: With a grown-up, you can look up organizations that work to protect
wild cats and their habitats.

¢ Be an Eco-Kid: Help protect the environment in your own way - recycle, save water, and
encourage your family to make eco-friendly choices. Every little bit helps protect habitats for
all animals!
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Fun Activities: Rusty-Spotted Cat Adventures! (Approx. 20
minutes)

Let's get creative and have some fun with what we've learned!

1. Story Time Star: Write a short story from the point of view of a rusty-spotted cat. What does
it see, hear, and do on a typical night? What exciting adventures does it have?

2. Artistic Explorer: Draw or paint a picture of a rusty-spotted cat in its natural habitat. Show its
rusty spots and how it blends in. Or, if you have modeling clay or craft supplies, try creating a
small diorama (a mini scene) of its home.

3. Camouflage Challenge (Optional): Ask a grown-up to help you with this. Take a small toy
(maybe one that’s brownish or spotted) and hide it somewhere in a room. Then, try to find it!
Think about how the rusty-spotted cat's coat helps it hide in the forest. This is called
camouflage!

Wrap-up and Review: You're a Rusty-Spotted Cat Expert!
(Approx. 5 minutes)

Wow, you've learned so much about the incredible rusty-spotted cat today!
Let's quickly remember:

¢ It's one of the world's smallest wild cats.

It has distinctive rusty-brown spots for camouflage.
It lives in India, Sri Lanka, and parts of Nepal.

It's a skilled hunter of small animals.

It needs our help for its conservation.

What was the most interesting fact you learned about the rusty-spotted cat today? Keep being
curious and learning about the amazing animals that share our planet!
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