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Diving Deep with the "False" Killer Whale:
An Ocean Adventure!
Embark on an Undersea Journey!
Welcome, ocean explorer! Today, we're diving into the fascinating world of a sleek, intelligent, and
often misunderstood marine mammal: the false killer whale. Despite its name, it's not a "false" whale
at all, but a very real and amazing dolphin! Let's find out why it has such a curious name and
uncover its secrets.

Part 1: What's in a Name? The Big Reveal!
False killer whales (Pseudorca crassidens) got their name because their skulls look very similar to
those of orcas (killer whales). But they are a distinct species! Let's investigate.

Activity: Quick Brainstorm! Before we dive deeper, what do you already know or guess
about false killer whales? Jot down a few ideas in your notebook.

Part 2: Fact Finding Mission - Your Research Expedition!
Use online resources (like National Geographic Kids, NOAA, or educational wildlife sites - with adult
supervision) to discover the following about false killer whales. Record your findings in your
notebook!

Fascinating Facts File:

Appearance: What do they look like? (Color, body shape, fins, size) How are they different
from orcas in appearance? (e.g., more slender, darker, different dorsal fin shape).
Size Surprises: How big do they get? (Length and weight).
World Travelers: Where do they live? (Habitat - oceans prefered).
Gourmet Grub: What do they eat? (Diet - mainly fish and squid).
Super Socialites: Do they live alone or in groups? What are their groups called? (They live in
pods, often very large and social).
Chatty Creatures: How do they communicate? (Clicks, whistles - echolocation).

Not an Orca! Spot the Difference Challenge:

Create a simple T-chart in your notebook. Label one side "False Killer Whale" and the other "Orca
(Killer Whale)." List at least 3-4 distinct differences you discovered (e.g., size, coloration, dorsal fin
shape, typical diet focus).

Part 3: Creative Cove - Show What You Know!
Now that you're an expert on false killer whales, let's get creative! Choose at least one of the
following activities to showcase your newfound knowledge:

Activity A: My False Killer Whale Pod Diorama or Drawing

Draw or create a 3D diorama (using a shoebox or similar) of a false killer whale pod in their ocean
habitat. Try to show:

Their sleek, dark bodies.
The ocean environment (coral, fish, etc.).
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Social interactions: Are they playing, hunting, or traveling together?
Bonus Challenge: Add speech bubbles with some "facts" they might be "saying" to each
other based on their communication!

Activity B: "An Unexpected Encounter" - A False Killer Whale Story

Write a short story (at least 1 page) about an adventure involving a false killer whale. Here are some
ideas to get you started:

You are a marine biologist who has a friendly encounter with a curious false killer whale.
Imagine you are a fish or a squid – what would it be like to meet a false killer whale from your
perspective?
Write a day in the life of a young false killer whale learning to hunt and navigate the ocean
with its pod.

Make sure your story includes details about the false killer whale's appearance, behavior, or habitat
that you learned!

Activity C: False Killer Whale Infographic Poster

Design an informative poster about false killer whales. Include:

A cool title.
Drawings or printed pictures (if available).
At least 5 key facts you learned.
One thing people can do to help protect them.
Make it colorful and eye-catching!

Part 4: Conservation Captains - Protecting Our Ocean
Friends
False killer whales, like many marine animals, face threats in their ocean homes. Discuss these
questions with a grown-up or write down your thoughts:

What are some dangers that false killer whales might face? (e.g., entanglement in fishing gear,
pollution, noise disturbance, scarcity of food due to overfishing).
Why is it important to protect them and their ocean habitat?
What are 1-2 simple things we can do in our daily lives to help protect the oceans and marine
life (e.g., reducing plastic use, learning more and sharing, supporting conservation
organizations)?

Part 5: Deep Dive Debrief - Show and Tell!
Share your creative project (drawing, story, or poster)! Explain what you created and what you
learned.

What was the most surprising or interesting fact you discovered about false killer whales?
How are false killer whales different from what you initially thought?
What's one thing you'll remember most from this lesson?

Congratulations, Ocean Adventurer! You've successfully explored the world of the amazing false
killer whale. Keep being curious about the incredible creatures that share our planet!


