The Wily Weasel Adventure!

Materials Needed:

Paper or a notebook

¢ Crayons, colored pencils, or markers

Optional: Playdough, LEGOs, or other building materials

Optional: A pillow or soft mat for movement activity

¢ Pictures or short video clips of weasels (teacher to source and describe if visual aids are used)

Lesson Time!

Part 1: Weasel Welcome! (5-10 minutes)

Hello, Super Scientist! Today, we're going on an adventure to learn about one of the sneakiest,
zippiest, and most amazing little animals in the world: the weasel! Have you ever heard of a weasel?
What do you think they might be like?

Let's brainstorm some words that come to mind when you think of a small, quick animal. (Teacher
note: Guide discussion, write down words.)

Weasels are famous for being clever and quick. Imagine you're a detective, and our mission today is
to uncover the secrets of the wily weasel!

Part 2: Amazing Weasel Facts - Detective Clues! (10-15 minutes)

Okay, Detective, let's gather some clues about weasels!

¢ Super Slim Bodies: Weasels have incredibly long, thin bodies. This helps them slip into tiny
burrows and tunnels to chase after their prey, like mice and voles. Imagine trying to squeeze
through a tiny tube - that’s easy for a weasel! Why do you think having a slim body is helpful
for them?

¢ Quick Change Artists: Some weasels, like the stoat (or short-tailed weasel), change their fur
color with the seasons! In the summer, they are brown, but in the winter, their fur turns snowy
white to help them hide in the snow. This white winter coat is called ermine. How cool is that?
Can you think of other animals that change color to blend in?

¢ Fearless Hunters: Don't let their small size fool you! Weasels are brave and skilled hunters.
They can take down animals much bigger than themselves! They mostly eat small rodents, but
also birds, eggs, and rabbits. They have sharp teeth and are very fast.

¢ Playful Pouncers: Weasels are also known for being very energetic and playful, especially
when they are young. They love to wrestle, chase, and pounce!

¢ Scent Signals: Weasels use smells to "talk" to each other. They have special scent glands to
mark their territory and communicate. It's like leaving little smelly messages!

(Teacher note: If available, describe pictures or safe video clips of weasels moving, hunting (if
appropriate), and their different coats, focusing on verbal description.)

Which weasel fact do you find the most amazing or surprising? Why?
Part 3: Create Your Own Weasel World! (15-20 minutes)

Now that you're a weasel expert, let's get creative! You have a mission: show me what a weasel's life
is like. You can choose ONE of these creative tasks:
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1. Draw a Weasel's Home: Grab your paper and drawing tools! Draw a picture of a weasel in its
habitat. Is it summer or winter? Is it hunting, playing, or peeking out of a burrow? What details
can you add to show its special adaptations (like its slim body or its fur color)?

2. Build a Weasel Burrow: Using playdough, LEGOs, or other building materials, create a model
of a weasel's burrow and the area around it. Think about how a weasel uses its burrow.

3. Tell a Weasel Tale: Make up a short story about a day in the life of a wily weasel. What
adventures does it have? What challenges does it face? You can tell the story out loud or write
it down (or have your grown-up help you write it).

Let your imagination run wild! Remember to think about the cool facts we learned.

(Teacher note: Provide materials and support as needed. Encourage the student to explain their
creation and how it relates to what they learned about weasels.)

Part 4: Weasel Wiggles! (5-10 minutes)
Weasels are super flexible and quick! Let's try moving like a weasel.

¢ The Weasel Slither: Can you lie on your tummy and try to slither under something low (like a
row of chairs or a low table, with grown-up supervision)? Imagine you're squeezing through a
narrow tunnel!

e The Weasel Pounce: Crouch down low like a weasel spotting prey. Then, spring up and
pounce on a soft target (like a pillow)!

e The Weasel Lookout: Weasels often stand up on their hind legs to look around. Can you
stand very still and tall, looking all around like a curious weasel?

That was fun! Which weasel move was your favorite?
Part 5: Weasel Wrap-Up & Detective Debrief (5 minutes)
Wow, you've become quite the weasel detective today! Let's review our case:

¢ Can you tell me one new and interesting thing you learned about weasels?
¢ What makes a weasel special or different from other animals you know?
¢ |f you were a weasel, what would be your favorite thing to do?

Great job learning about these amazing creatures! Maybe next time you're out in nature (or even in
a park), you can keep an eye out for signs of these wily wonders!
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