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Iguana Adventure: Designh and Create!

Materials Needed:

Access to the internet for research (e.g., National Geographic Kids, zoo websites) or age-
appropriate books about iguanas.
Notebook or paper for note-taking.
Pencils, pens.
For Habitat Design (choose one or combine):
o Large sheet of paper or poster board for drawing.
o Shoebox or small cardboard box for a diorama.
o Recycled materials (e.g., small boxes, tubes, fabric scraps).
o Natural materials (optional, with supervision: twigs, leaves, small stones).
o Construction paper (various colors, especially green and brown).
o Scissors (child-safe).
o Glue or tape.
o Markers, crayons, or colored pencils.
e For Iguana Art Studio (choose one):
o Drawing paper.
o Markers, crayons, colored pencils, or paint.
o Modeling clay (e.qg., Play-Doh or air-dry clay).
o Alternatively, materials for writing a short story or poem.

Lesson Activities:

Introduction: Awesome Iguanas! (10-15 minutes)

Hello, Young Explorer! Today, we're going on an adventure to learn about some of the most
fascinating reptiles on Earth: iguanas! What's the first thing that pops into your head when you hear
the word 'iguana'? (Allow student to share initial thoughts). Iguanas are amazing creatures with
some super cool features. Let's watch a short video to see them in action! (Parent/Teacher: Show a
brief, engaging video of iguanas in their natural habitat - search for ‘iguana natural habitat' on a
child-friendly video platform).

Our mission today isn't just to learn facts, but to use our creativity to understand these animals
better!

Activity 1: Iguana Investigator - Fact Finding Fun! (20-30 minutes)

Every good explorer needs to gather information! Your task is to become an Iguana Investigator.
Using books or safe internet resources (like National Geographic Kids, San Diego Zoo Wildlife
Explorers, or Kiddle), find out the answers to these questions. Jot down your findings in your
notebook:

e Where do iguanas live? What is their natural environment like (e.g., rainforests, deserts,
islands)?

¢ What do iguanas eat? Are they herbivores, carnivores, or omnivores?

¢ What are some of an iguana's unique features or adaptations? (Think about their skin, tail,
eyes, claws, or anything else interesting!)

¢ How do iguanas protect themselves from danger?

¢ Do all iguanas look the same, or are there different kinds?

Remember to focus on what makes iguanas special and what they need to survive and be happy. No
need to memorize everything, just get a good feel for these cool creatures!
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Activity 2: Design an Iguana Paradise - Habitat Creation! (30-45 minutes)

Now that you're an expert on iguana needs, it's time to design the perfect home for an iguana! You
can either draw a detailed blueprint of an iguana enclosure on a large piece of paper or create a 3D
model habitat in a shoebox (a diorama).

Think about:

e Space: Do they need room to climb, bask, or hide?

¢ Temperature: Do they like it hot or cool? How will you show this in your design (e.g., a 'heat
lamp' area, a shady spot)?

Food and Water: How will your iguana get food and water in its paradise?

Safety: What features will keep your iguana safe and comfortable?

Fun: What would make it an exciting place for an iguana to live?

Use your art supplies to bring your design to life! Be creative and make it a true iguana paradise.
When you're done, be ready to explain why you included each element in your habitat.

Activity 3: Iguana Art Studio - Express Your Inner Iguana! (20-30 minutes)

Let's get even more creative! Choose ONE of the following ways to express what you've learned and
appreciated about iguanas:

1. Iguana lllustration: Draw or paint a picture of an iguana. You could focus on its amazing
colors, its scaly skin, a cool pose, or even an iguana doing something funny!

2. Clay Iguana Creation: Use modeling clay to sculpt your own iguana. Try to include some of
its distinctive features you learned about.

3. Iguana Tales: Write a short story or poem from the perspective of an iguana. What would its
day be like? What adventures would it have?

The goal is to have fun and show off something cool about iguanas through your art!
Conclusion: Iguana Showcase & Reflection (10-15 minutes)
Great work, Iguana Explorer! Now it's time to share your amazing creations:

¢ Present your 'lguana Paradise' habitat design. Explain the different parts and why they are
important for an iguana.

e Showcase your artwork (illustration, sculpture, or read your story/poem). Tell us what inspired
you.

Let's talk about it:

e What was the most surprising or interesting thing you learned about iguanas today?
¢ What part of designing the habitat or creating your art did you enjoy the most?
¢ If you could ask a real iguana one question, what would it be?

You've done a fantastic job using your creativity and research skills to explore the world of iguanas!

Extension Ildeas (Optional):

¢ Research a specific type of iguana in more detail (e.g., Marine Iguana, Green Ilguana, Desert
Iguana) and compare its needs to the general iguana profile.

¢ Learn about iguana conservation: Are any iguanas endangered? What can people do to help
them?

¢ If safe and possible, visit a local zoo or reptile rescue that has iguanas to observe them in
person.
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