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The Amazing Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake:
Ocean Explorer!
Introduction: Dive In! (10 minutes)
Imagine a snake that lives its ENTIRE life in the vast ocean! It swims, eats, and even has its babies
right there in the water. Today, we're going on an exciting adventure to become detectives and learn
all about one of the most unique snakes on Earth: the incredible Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake!

Let's start by looking at a picture or a short video (with a grown-up's help to find a safe one!) of this
fascinating creature. What do you notice right away? What makes you curious about it?

Exploration & Discovery: Uncovering Secrets (20-30
minutes)
Time to put on our explorer hats! With help from a grown-up, let's use safe internet resources (like
National Geographic Kids, aquarium websites, or educational sites) to investigate these questions
about the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake:

What does it look like? Pay attention to its colors (why is its belly yellow and its back dark?),
patterns, and especially the shape of its tail.
Where does it live? In which oceans or seas can we find it? What kind of water does it prefer
(warm, cold, deep, shallow, open ocean)?
How is it a super swimmer? Look for special body parts or features that help it move and
live in water. For example, how is its tail different from a land snake's tail? Where are its
nostrils? Can it go on land?
What's on the menu? What does it eat? How does it catch its dinner?
Is it venomous? If so, why does it have venom? (Remember to always respect wildlife from a
distance!)
How are baby sea snakes born? Does it lay eggs or have live babies?

As you find out these cool facts, try sketching some of its features or jotting down notes!

Creative Creation: Show What You Know! (30-45 minutes)
Now that you're becoming an expert on the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake, it's time to show off your
amazing knowledge in a super fun way! Choose ONE of these exciting projects:

Super Sea Snake Scene: Create a colorful drawing or a simple diorama (using a shoebox or1.
construction paper). Show the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake in its natural ocean home. Make sure
to include and label at least three of its cool adaptations that help it survive!
A Day in the Life - Sea Snake Story: Write a short, imaginative story from the perspective2.
of a Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake. What adventures does it have in a day? What challenges does it
face? How do its special features (adaptations) help it during its ocean journey?
Model a Marine Marvel: Using clay, play-doh, or even recycled craft materials, create your3.
own model of the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake. Be sure to show its paddle-like tail and its
distinctive yellow and dark coloring. When you're done, be ready to explain your model and
point out its special features.

Whichever project you choose, remember to include details about its appearance, its ocean
environment, and the special body parts that make it perfectly suited for life in the sea!
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Sharing & Wrap-Up: Ocean Reflections (10 minutes)
Let's share your fantastic creation! Tell us all about your project.

Then, let's think about what we've learned:

What was the most surprising or interesting thing you learned about the Yellow-Bellied Sea
Snake today?
Which of its adaptations do you think is the most important for its survival, and why?
If you could be a Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake for a day, what do you think would be the coolest
part of your day?

Can you now tell me at least three special things about the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake that help it live
in the ocean? Can you describe where it likes to live? You've done an amazing job exploring and
creating!

Optional Extension Adventures: Go Deeper!
More Marine Serpents: Can you find out about other types of sea snakes? How are they
similar to or different from the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake?
Camouflage Masters: The Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake has a dark back and a light belly. This is
called countershading! Can you find other sea animals that use countershading? Why is it
helpful?
Ocean Highways: Learn a little about ocean currents. How might these currents affect where
the Yellow-Bellied Sea Snake travels and lives?


