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The Amazing Adventures of the Box Jellyfish!
Today, we're going on an underwater expedition to learn all about one of the ocean's most incredible
and mysterious creatures: the Box Jellyfish! This lesson will be full of discovery, creativity, and fun.

Materials You'll Need:
Clear plastic cup or small clear plastic bag (for the bell/body)
String, yarn, or ribbon (for tentacles)
Googly eyes (lots of them! Box jellyfish can have up to 24 eyes!)
Blue or transparent cellophane or tissue paper (to give the bell a watery look, optional)
Glue or tape
Large sheet of paper or poster board (for safety poster)
Crayons, markers, or colored pencils
Child-safe scissors (optional, with supervision)
Access to age-appropriate information about box jellyfish (e.g., children's science books,
curated educational websites with an adult's guidance)

Let's Begin Our Adventure!

Part 1: What is a Box Jellyfish? (Approx. 15-20 minutes)

Did you know some jellyfish are shaped like a box? That's why they're called box jellyfish! They are
super interesting creatures, and we're going to become experts.

Discussion Starter: What do you already know or guess about jellyfish? What makes you1.
curious about box jellyfish specifically? Let's share our thoughts!
Fact Finding Mission: With an adult's help, use your books or approved websites to discover2.
some cool facts about box jellyfish. Try to find answers to these questions:

What shape is their body (it's often called a 'bell')?
How many eyes do they have, and where are they located? (Hint: It's more than two, and
they're quite special!)
What are their long, trailing parts called, and what important jobs do they do?
Where in the world's oceans do box jellyfish usually live?
Are they fast swimmers, or do they just float along with the current?

Key Features Brainstorm: Together, let's list the most amazing features we found. We'll talk3.
about why these features are so important for the box jellyfish's survival. (Examples: cube-
shaped bell for better swimming, multiple complex eyes for seeing, potent venom for hunting
and defense).

Part 2: Craft Your Own Box Jellyfish! (Approx. 25-30 minutes)

Now for some hands-on fun! It's time to get creative and build your very own model of a box
jellyfish!

Take your clear plastic cup or bag – this will be the 'bell' or body of your jellyfish. If you have1.
cellophane or blue tissue paper, you can tape or glue some inside or outside to make it look
more watery and realistic.
Cut several pieces of string, yarn, or ribbon to be the tentacles. Think about how long you want2.
them to be – box jellyfish are known for their long tentacles!
Carefully attach the tentacles to the inside rim or bottom of the cup/bag using tape or glue.3.
Make sure they hang down like a real jellyfish.
Box jellyfish have lots of eyes, sometimes in clusters! Stick your googly eyes onto the 'sides' of4.
your cup. How will you arrange them to show off their amazing vision?
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Show and Tell Your Creation: Present your box jellyfish model! Point out its bell, its5.
tentacles, and its eyes. Explain one cool thing your box jellyfish can do based on its features.
For example, "My box jellyfish uses its many eyes to spot tiny fish in the water, and its long
tentacles are ready to catch them!"

Part 3: Box Jellyfish Superpowers! (Approx. 15-20 minutes)

Box jellyfish have incredible adaptations – special features that help them survive and thrive in the
ocean. Let's think about these as their 'superpowers'!

Discussion:1.
Why is it a superpower for a box jellyfish to have so many eyes, some of which are quite
complex? (e.g., helps them see obstacles, find food, avoid predators, and maybe even
see above the water!)
How do their tentacles act as a superpower? (e.g., for catching food with their stinging
cells, called nematocysts, and for defense). Their venom is very powerful!
Why is being a strong, directed swimmer a useful superpower for a box jellyfish,
especially compared to some other jellyfish that mostly drift? (e.g., allows them to
actively hunt prey and escape danger).

Creative Application - My Box Jellyfish's Day: Imagine your model box jellyfish is alive and2.
swimming in the ocean. Describe or draw a short comic strip or story about a typical day in its
life. What does it eat? How does it move around? What exciting things does it see with all
those eyes? This is your chance to creatively apply what you've learned about its features and
how it uses them in its environment.

Part 4: Ocean Safety Smarts! (Approx. 20-25 minutes)

While box jellyfish are truly fascinating, it's also true that some types can be dangerous to humans
because of their powerful stings. Knowing how to be safe at the beach is very important.

Discuss: Why is it important to be aware of marine creatures like box jellyfish when we visit1.
their home (the ocean)?
Create a Beach Safety Poster: On your large sheet of paper or poster board, design a2.
colorful and informative poster that tells people about box jellyfish and how to stay safe. Your
poster could include:

A clear drawing of a box jellyfish (so people know what one might look like).
One or two very important safety tips (e.g., "Always look for beach warning signs about
jellyfish," "Never touch any jellyfish, even if it's on the sand," "If you see one or get
stung, tell an adult immediately").
Bright, eye-catching colors and bold letters to make your poster stand out!

Share Your Safety Poster: Explain the safety tips on your poster. Why did you choose those3.
particular messages or drawings to help people stay safe?

Part 5: What Did We Discover Today? (5-10 minutes)

What was the most surprising or interesting thing you learned about box jellyfish during our
adventure?
Can you name two special features of a box jellyfish and explain how those features help it to
live and survive in the ocean?
If you were a marine biologist who studies box jellyfish, what one question would you most
want to find the answer to?

Fantastic work today, Super Ocean Explorer! You've learned so much about the amazing box jellyfish
and used your creativity to show it!


