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Snow Leopard Super Spy: An Adaptation
Adventure!

Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept It! (Introduction
- 10 mins)

Welcome, Super Spy! Today, your mission is to uncover the secrets of one of the world's most
mysterious and amazing animals: the snow leopard! These "ghosts of the mountains" have incredible
powers (adaptations!) that help them live in super cold, rocky places. Are you ready to investigate?

Activation Question: What do you already know or wonder about snow leopards? What makes an
animal a "super spy" in its own environment?

Phase 1: Intel Gathering - Discovering Snow Leopard
Secrets (20-25 mins)

Every good spy needs to gather intelligence! Let's learn about the snow leopard's superpowers
(adaptations):

e Watch & Learn: Watch a short, age-appropriate video about snow leopards. (Teacher: Search
for "snow leopard facts for kids" or "snow leopard adaptations National Geographic Kids" on
YouTube. Preview content for suitability.)

¢ Fact File: As you watch or read, listen for these clues:

o Thick Fur Coat: Why is their fur so thick and spotted? (Camouflage and warmth!)

o Paws-itively Amazing Paws: How are their paws like snowshoes? (Large to walk on
snow, fur underneath for warmth and grip.)

o Tail of Wonder: Why is their tail so long and fluffy? (Balance when jumping on rocks,
and they can wrap it around themselves like a scarf for warmth!)

o Powerful Legs: What are their strong back legs and chest good for? (Jumping long
distances between rocks!)

o Hidden Hunters: How do they use their environment to sneak up on prey?
(Camouflage, quiet movement.)

¢ Discussion: After gathering intel, discuss:

o What were the three most amazing adaptations you learned about?

o How do these adaptations help the snow leopard survive in the high mountains? Imagine
you didn't have these, how hard would it be?

Phase 2: Operation "Create a Camouflage" - Artistic
Representation (30-40 mins)

Now that you're an expert, it's time for your main mission: create a secret artistic file on the snow
leopard! Your goal is to show off its amazing adaptations.

Your Creative Task:

1. Choose your art form:
o A detailed drawing or painting.
o A simple diorama (using a shoebox or paper to create a mountain scene).
2. Design your snow leopard: Think about its beautiful spotted fur for camouflage.
3. Showcase its habitat: Include mountains, rocks, and maybe some snow.
4. Highlight at least TWO adaptations: Make sure your artwork clearly shows how things like
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its large paws, long tail, or camouflage are being used or are important. For example:
o Is it balancing with its tail on a rocky ledge?
o Are its big paws helping it walk on snow?
o |s its spotted fur helping it hide among the rocks?
5. Get Creative! Use your imagination. What is your snow leopard doing? Is it hunting? Resting?
Playing?

(Teacher: Provide art supplies and support as needed. Encourage the student to think about how
each part of their artwork connects to what they learned.)

Phase 3: Debrief - Report Your Findings (10-15 mins)
Super Spy, it's time to present your findings!

e Show and Tell: Share your artwork.
e Explain Your Art:
o Tell me about your snow leopard and its mountain home.
o Point out the adaptations you included in your artwork.
o Explain how those adaptations help the snow leopard survive. For example, "This is its
long tail, and it helps it balance when it jumps on these steep rocks."
¢ Reflect: What was the most interesting thing you learned about snow leopards today? Why is
it important to protect these amazing animals and their homes? (Briefly touch on conservation
if desired.)

Mission Accomplished!

Congratulations, Super Spy! You've successfully investigated the snow leopard and its incredible
adaptations. You've used your creativity to share your knowledge. Fantastic work!

Extension Ildeas (Optional):

¢ Write a short story about your snow leopard spy on an adventure.
e Research other animals that live in mountain habitats and compare their adaptations.
e Learn about conservation efforts to protect snow leopards.
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