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Bruno the Brave: A Marsican Brown Bear
Adventure!

Get ready to meet a very special bear from Italy!

Materials Needed:

¢ Pictures or short video clips of Marsican brown bears and their natural habitat (the Apennine
Mountains).

e Age-appropriate books or websites about brown bears/Marsican brown bears (e.g., National
Geographic Kids, zoo websites with conservation info).

¢ Large drawing paper or construction paper.

¢ Crayons, colored pencils, markers.

¢ Optional for diorama: Shoebox, construction paper, glue, scissors (adult supervision for
scissors), natural materials like small twigs or leaves (if available and clean), blue paper for
water, cotton balls for snow (seasonal), playdough for a bear figure or food items.

¢ Optional for story writing: Notebook and pencil.

A world map or globe to locate Italy and the Apennine Mountains.

¢ Teacher-prepared 'Bear Clue Cards' (see activity below).

Lesson Activities:

1. Meet Bruno the Bear! (15 minutes)
Introduction:

Have you ever heard of a bear that lives high up in the mountains of Italy, loves berries and ants,
and is very rare? Today, we're going on an adventure to learn all about the Marsican brown bear!
This bear is also sometimes called "Bruno".

Activity:

e Show pictures or short video clips of Marsican brown bears in their natural habitat. Talk about
how beautiful and powerful they are.

¢ Locate Italy and the Apennine Mountains on a map. Discuss what kind of environment this is
(mountainous, forests).

¢ Ask: "What do you already know about bears? What do you think this special Italian bear might
eat? Where might it sleep?"

2. Bear Facts Detective (20 minutes)
Let's gather some clues about Bruno!
Activity:

Read together from an age-appropriate book or website section about Marsican brown bears. Focus
on these key areas and write them down or discuss:

e Appearance: What does it look like? (e.g., brown fur, not as big as some other brown bears,
strong claws).

¢ Home (Habitat): Where does it live? (e.g., forests and grasslands in the Apennine Mountains
of central Italy, they like quiet places).

+ Favorite Foods (Diet): What does it eat? (e.g., berries, fruits, insects like ants, roots,
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sometimes small animals, but mostly plants! They are omnivores).

¢ Special & Rare: Why is it special? (e.g., It's a unique type of brown bear found only in this
part of Italy. Unfortunately, there aren't many left, which makes them endangered).

¢ Bear Clue Hunt (Optional Game):

o Prepare 3-4 "Clue Cards" beforehand with simple facts (e.g., "l love to eat juicy berries
and crunchy ants.", "My home is in the high mountains of Italy.", "l have a fluffy brown
coat to keep me warm.").

o Hide these cards around the learning area.

o Have the student find the clues and read them out, helping them piece together
information about the bear.

3. Why is Bruno Worried? (15 minutes)
Understanding Endangered Animals:

Gently explain what "endangered" means (that there are very few of these bears left, and they could
disappear forever if we don't help).

Discussion:

¢ Talk about some reasons why Marsican brown bears are endangered:
o Habitat Loss: Their forest homes are sometimes made smaller by roads or buildings.
o Food Scarcity: Sometimes it's harder for them to find enough food.
o Accidents: Sometimes they get into trouble with humans by accident, or get sick.
e Ask: "How do you think a bear might feel if its home was shrinking or it couldn't find food?"
¢ Emphasize that people are working hard to protect these bears!

4. Create for Bruno! (30-45 minutes)

Show what you've learned in a fun, creative way!
Activity:

Give the student a choice to:

¢ Draw a Picture: Draw the Marsican brown bear in its mountain habitat. Encourage them to
include details like its food, the trees, mountains, maybe a den.

¢ Build a Diorama: Use a shoebox and craft supplies to create a 3D scene of the bear's home.
They can make a playdough bear, draw a backdrop, use twigs for trees, etc.

¢ Tell or Write a Short Story: Create a short adventure story about a Marsican brown bear.
What does it do all day? Does it meet any other animals? What challenges does it face? (You
can help write it down if needed).

While they work, you can play some calming nature sounds or Italian folk music softly in the
background.

5. Share and Care (10 minutes)
Show and Tell & How We Can Help:

¢ Have the student present their creation (drawing, diorama, or story). Ask them to explain what
they made and share some facts they learned about the Marsican brown bear.
¢ Discuss simple ways even kids can help endangered animals (though not directly the Marsican
brown bear unless through specific organizations):
o Learning about them and telling others.
o Being respectful of nature and wildlife when visiting parks or forests.
o Supporting organizations that help protect animals (if applicable and with parental
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guidance).
o Recycling and not littering to keep habitats clean.

e Ask: "What was the most interesting thing you learned about Bruno the Marsican brown bear
today?"

Wrap-up:

Great job becoming a Marsican brown bear expert! These amazing animals need our understanding
and protection. Maybe one day you'll learn even more about how to help them thrive in their
beautiful mountain home.
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