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The Awesome Apennine Adventurer:
Exploring the World of the Italian Wolf!

Wolves are amazing, and the Italian Wolf is super special!
Ready for an adventure?

Today, we're going on an exciting journey to learn all about the Italian Wolf, also known as the
Apennine Wolf. These aren't just any wolves; they live in the beautiful mountains of Italy! We'll
discover where they live, what they eat, how they hang out with their families, and then get creative
to show what we've learned.

Part 1: Wolf Researcher! (Approx. 30-45 minutes)

Let's put on our researcher hats! With an adult's help to find safe and reliable internet sites (or using
books if you have them), try to find answers to these questions about the Italian Wolf:

e Where do they live? Think about the country and the specific type of environment (e.qg.,
mountains, forests). What are the Apennine Mountains like?

e What do they look like? What color is their fur? How big are they? Do they have any special
features?

¢ What's on the menu? What kinds of animals do Italian Wolves hunt and eat? Are they picky
eaters?

¢ Family life? Do they live alone or in groups (called packs)? How do they communicate (howls,
body language)?

¢ Are they protected? What is their conservation status? Do they face any threats?

Tip: Try searching for "ltalian Wolf facts for kids," "Apennine Wolf habitat," or "Canis lupus italicus
for students." Look for pictures and short videos too!

Part 2: Build a Wolf's World! (Diorama Time - Approx. 45-60 minutes)

Now that you're an Italian Wolf expert, let's build a mini-version of their home! This is called a
diorama.

1. Take your shoebox or small cardboard box. This is the stage for your wolf's habitat.
2. Using your craft supplies, create the landscape. Think about what you learned:

o Mountains and Forests: Use construction paper, clay, or even small twigs and pebbles
to make the Apennine Mountains and the forests where they roam. What colors would
you use for the mountains? What kinds of trees might be there?

o Ground Cover: Is it snowy, grassy, rocky, or a mix?

o A Den: Where might a wolf make a cozy and safe den? Perhaps a small cave made of
paper or clay, or under some rocks.

3. You can draw a small Italian Wolf on paper, cut it out, and make a stand for it, or try making
one from modeling clay to place in your diorama.

4. Optional: Add details like tiny animal figures (prey animals from a distance) or elements
representing a water source.

Get creative! Think about what it would feel like to be a wolf in this environment. Make it a world
you'd want to explore if you were an Italian Wolf!

Part 3: A Wolf's Tale! (Story or Comic Strip - Approx. 30-45 minutes)

Every wolf has a story. It's time to tell one featuring an Italian Wolf!
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You can either write a short story (a few paragraphs) or draw a comic strip (3-6 panels) about a day
in the life of an Italian Wolf. Here are some ideas to spark your imagination:

¢ Give your wolf a cool name.

e What is your wolf's main adventure for the day? Is it leading a hunt, playing with its pack
members, exploring new territory, or perhaps teaching young pups important wolf skills?

¢ Does it encounter any other animals? Are they friends, food, or foes?

¢ What challenges does your wolf face? (e.g., finding food, navigating tricky terrain, avoiding
danger, experiencing changing weather).

e How does your wolf use its keen senses (excellent smell, sharp hearing, good eyesight) in your
story?

Remember to use the facts you learned about Italian Wolves to make your story or comic believable
and exciting! For instance, if they hunt in packs, your story could show teamwork.

Part 4: Show Your Awesome Work & Paws for Thought! (Approx. 10-15
minutes)

Fantastic job, Wolf Explorer! Now it's time to share what you've created and learned:

¢ Present your diorama. Point out the different features you included and explain why they are
important for an Italian Wolf's habitat.

¢ Read your story aloud or walk us through your comic strip. Tell us about your wolf's adventure
and character.

¢ What was the most surprising or interesting fact you learned about Italian Wolves today?

* Why do you think it's important for people to help protect animals like the Italian Wolf and their
homes?

You've done an amazing job becoming an expert on the Italian Wolf and using your creativity! Keep
being curious about the incredible animals that share our planet.
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