
Inspired by a Master: Exploring Dan Winters' Photographic Style / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

May 29, 2025 - Page 1 of 2

Exploring the Artistry of Dan Winters: A
Photographic Journey
Hi Aria! Dan Winters is an incredible photographer known for his iconic portraits and distinctive style.
Today, we're going to dive into his world, figure out what makes his photos so captivating, and then
try our hand at creating something inspired by him. This is all about experimenting and having fun
with your camera!

Lesson Activities:

Part 1: Meet Dan Winters (Approx. 45-60 minutes)

Activity: Watch & Discuss

Watch a Presentation/Interview: Find a good quality presentation or interview featuring1.
Dan Winters discussing his work. A great option is his talk "Dan Winters' Guide to
Photography." (Search on YouTube or other presentation platforms).
First Impressions: As you watch, jot down in your notebook:2.

What words come to mind when you see his photos?
What emotions do his portraits evoke?
Are there any particular images that stand out to you? Why?

Discussion Points (with your parent/facilitator or reflect on your own):3.
What do you think Winters tries to communicate about the people he photographs?
How does he use light and shadow?
What role does the background or environment play in his portraits?

Part 2: Deconstructing the Style (Approx. 30-45 minutes)

Activity: Visual Analysis

Select 3-5 Favorite Portraits: Using online resources (Dan Winters' official website,1.
reputable photography magazines/blogs), select 3-5 portraits by Dan Winters that particularly
intrigue you.
Analyze Each Portrait: For each selected portrait, try to identify and note down:2.

Lighting: Is it harsh or soft? From what direction does the main light seem to come? Are
there multiple light sources? How are shadows used?
Composition: How is the subject placed in the frame (rule of thirds, centered, etc.)? Is it
a close-up, medium shot, or full body? What is the perspective?
Subject's Pose and Expression: What is the subject doing? What is their expression
conveying? How do they interact with the camera (or not)?
Color and Tone: Are the colors vibrant, muted, or monochrome? Is there a specific color
palette he seems to favor?
Storytelling Element: Does the portrait tell a story or hint at one? What makes you
think so?

Part 3: The 'Winters-Inspired' Portrait Challenge (Approx. 2-3 hours, can be
spread out)

Activity: Creative Application

Now it's your turn to be the photographer! Your goal is to create a series of 3-5 portraits inspired by
Dan Winters' style. You can photograph a family member, a friend, or even do self-portraits.
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Plan Your Shoot:1.
Based on your analysis, decide which elements of Winters' style you want to try and
emulate. Maybe it's a specific lighting setup (you can use household lamps, window light,
reflectors made of white paper/cardboard), a compositional approach, or a way of
directing your subject.
Think about your subject. What aspects of their personality or story could you try to
capture, in a Winters-esque way?
Consider props or simple backgrounds that might enhance the mood. Winters often uses
simple, textured backgrounds or evocative objects.

Set Up and Shoot:2.
Experiment! Don't be afraid to try different things. Move your light source, change your
angle, ask your subject to try different poses or expressions.
Take lots of photos. Digital photography allows for this – more options are better!
Pay attention to the details you noted in Part 2.

Tips for a 'Winters' Vibe:3.
Lighting is Key: Often, his lighting is quite deliberate and can be dramatic. One strong
light source is common. Play with shadows!
Consider Subject Gaze: Sometimes his subjects look directly at the camera with
intensity, other times they are looking away, lost in thought.
Simplicity: Often his compositions are clean, focusing attention on the subject.

Part 4: Curate and Reflect (Approx. 1 hour)

Activity: Presentation and Reflection

Select Your Best Shots: From your photoshoot, choose your best 3-5 'Winters-inspired'1.
portraits. If you have photo editing software, you can make minor adjustments (e.g., cropping,
converting to black and white if that fits the style you were emulating, adjusting contrast).
Prepare a Mini-Presentation (Informal): You can just talk through this with your2.
parent/facilitator, or create a simple digital slideshow if you prefer. For each photo you
selected:

Explain which Dan Winters characteristics you were trying to achieve.
Discuss your setup (lighting, background, etc.).
What challenges did you face? How did you try to overcome them?
What are you most proud of in this photo?

Written Reflection (Notebook):3.
What did you learn about photography by trying to emulate Dan Winters?
How did this exercise influence how you think about creating a portrait?
What aspects of Winters' style do you admire most, and why?
What would you do differently next time?

Optional Extension Ideas:

DIY Lighting Modifiers: Research and create simple DIY lighting modifiers (e.g., a softbox
from a cardboard box, a snoot from black paper) to further control your light.
Themed Series: Continue your Winters-inspired project by creating a small series of portraits
around a specific theme (e.g., 'My Family as Heroes,' 'The Thinkers').
Behind the Scenes: Document your process. Take photos or a short video of your setup and
your creative journey.

Most importantly, Aria, have fun with this! It's a fantastic way to learn by doing and to appreciate the
art of a master photographer. I can't wait to see what you create!


