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Mamma Mia! Here We Go... Exploring the
Geography of Greece!
Lesson Activities:

Introduction: Welcome to Kalokairi! (10 mins)

Do you remember the beautiful island setting in Mamma Mia? Crystal clear blue water, charming
villages, sunny skies? While the island name 'Kalokairi' is fictional, the stunning scenery is very real!
It's Greece! Today, we'll use the movie as our inspiration to explore the fascinating geography of
Greece.

Think about it: What geographical features stood out to you in the movie? (Beaches, cliffs, hills, the
sea?)

Activity 1: Placing Greece on the Map (15 mins)

Let's become geográfica explorers! Using an online map tool (like Google Maps) or a physical map:

Find Greece in Southern Europe. Which continent is it part of?1.
What major seas surround Greece? (Hint: Look for the Mediterranean, Aegean, and Ionian2.
Seas).
Identify Greece's neighboring countries on the mainland.3.
Locate the capital city, Athens. Is it on the mainland or an island?4.
Zoom in on the Aegean Sea. Notice the huge number of islands! These are the famous Greek5.
Isles. Can you find the islands of Skopelos and Skiathos? These were primary filming locations
for the first Mamma Mia movie!
Observe the terrain of mainland Greece and the islands. What do you notice? (Mountains,6.
coastlines, etc.)

Discussion: Why do you think Greece has historically been a seafaring nation? How might the
mountainous terrain affect travel and settlement?

Activity 2: Island Focus - Skopelos (The real 'Kalokairi') (20 mins)

Let's dive deeper into Skopelos, the main inspiration for 'Kalokairi'. Use internet search and map
tools to investigate:

Location: Where is Skopelos located within the Aegean Sea? Which island group does it
belong to (the Sporades)?
Size & Shape: How big is it compared to other islands or mainland Greece? What's its general
shape?
Terrain: Is it mostly flat or hilly/mountainous? Describe its coastline (sandy beaches, rocky
cliffs?).
Climate & Vegetation: Based on its location, what kind of climate would you expect? What
kind of plants/trees might grow there (think pines, olive groves)?
Island Life: How do these geographical features likely influence life for people living on
Skopelos? (e.g., importance of fishing/tourism, challenges of transport). Compare this to
scenes from Mamma Mia.

Activity 3: Geography, Songs, and Sunshine - The Tourism Link (15 mins)

Mamma Mia showcases Greece's beautiful geography, making many people want to visit. This is
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called 'film tourism'.

Discussion Points:

What specific geographical features shown in the movie make Greece seem like an attractive
place for a holiday? (Beaches, clear water, scenery, climate).
How does tourism, boosted by films like Mamma Mia, impact islands like Skopelos? Think about
positives (economy, jobs) and potential negatives (crowding, environmental impact).
How does the island geography itself support tourism? (Beaches for swimming, harbors for
boats, hills for views).

Assessment: Plan Your Mamma Mia Geography Trip! (15 mins)

Imagine you're planning a 5-day trip to Greece inspired by Mamma Mia AND its geography. Create a
simple itinerary:

Choose Locations: Select at least two different geographical locations in Greece (e.g., Athens1.
+ one island like Skopelos, or two different islands).
Justify Choices: Explain *why* you chose these places based on their specific geography.2.
Activities: List one geography-related activity you would do at each location (e.g., hike a3.
coastal trail on Skopelos, visit the Acropolis in Athens situated on a rocky outcrop, take a boat
tour around island cliffs).

Alternatively, write a descriptive paragraph about the geography of 'Kalokairi' based on the movie
scenes and your research on Skopelos.

Conclusion: Dancing Queen's Geography Recap (5 mins)

Great job exploring Greece! We learned that Greece is a country in Southern Europe with extensive
coastline, thousands of islands (like Skopelos!), and a mountainous mainland. Its beautiful
geography, showcased in films like Mamma Mia, plays a huge role in its culture and tourism. You are
now a geographical 'Super Trouper'!

Optional: Play a favorite Mamma Mia song to celebrate your journey!


