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Jackal Jaunt: Designing a Dream Den!
Materials Needed:

Paper (various sizes, colors)
Drawing and coloring tools (crayons, markers, colored pencils, paint)
Craft supplies (e.g., a shoebox or small cardboard box for a diorama, glue, child-safe scissors,
modeling clay or playdough, fabric scraps)
Optional: Natural craft materials (cleaned twigs, leaves, pebbles – ensure they are safe and
collected responsibly)
Notebook or plain paper for notes and sketches

Part 1: Introduction - The Clever Canine Explorer! (Approx. 10
minutes)
Welcome, intrepid wildlife explorer! Today, we're on an adventure to learn about one of nature's most
adaptable and fascinating canines: the jackal! Jackals are known for their intelligence and ability to
survive in many different places. What do you already know or wonder about jackals? Let's jot down
some ideas. Our mission today is to become jackal experts and design the perfect home for one!

Part 2: Jackal Facts & Habitat Hunt (Approx. 25-35 minutes)
Let's gather some intel on our furry friends:

Who Are Jackals?

Jackals are medium-sized mammals belonging to the dog family (Canidae), which also includes wolves,
dogs, and foxes. There are a few main types, like the Black-backed Jackal, known for the black and
silver saddle on its back, the Side-striped Jackal, with a less distinct stripe along its sides, and the
Golden Jackal, which has a more wolf-like appearance and is found in parts of Asia and Europe as well
as Africa. Jackals are often very social, living in pairs or small family groups. They are excellent
communicators, using a variety of yelps, howls, and barks.

Where in the World Do Jackals Roam?

Jackals are masters of adaptation! You can find them across vast areas of Africa, parts of Asia, and even
southeastern Europe. They are not too picky about their address and can live in:

Savannas and Grasslands: Wide open spaces with grasses and scattered trees, perfect for
spotting prey and danger.
Deserts and Arid Regions: They can survive in surprisingly dry areas, showing how resourceful
they are.
Woodlands and Bushlands: Areas with more trees and shrubs, offering good cover.
Even near human settlements: Their adaptability sometimes brings them close to farms or
villages.

A Jackal's Home Sweet Home: What Makes a Good Habitat?

For a jackal, a good habitat needs a few key things:
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Food: Jackals are omnivores and opportunistic eaters. This means they eat both meat and plants,
and aren't fussy! Their diet can include small mammals (like rodents), birds, reptiles, insects,
fruits, and carrion (animals that are already dead). So, their habitat needs a good supply of these
food sources.
Water: Like all animals, jackals need access to water, though some species in drier areas are very
good at getting moisture from their food.
Shelter/Den Sites: Jackals use dens to rest, escape bad weather, and raise their pups. These
dens can be abandoned burrows of other animals (like aardvarks), termite mounds, or thickets
and rock crevices. They need safe, hidden spots.
Cover: Tall grasses, bushes, or rocks provide cover for hunting (to sneak up on prey) and for
hiding from larger predators (like lions or hyenas).

Amazing Jackal Adaptations!

Jackals have incredible features that help them survive:

Keen Senses: Excellent hearing to detect tiny movements of prey, sharp eyesight, and a strong
sense of smell to find food or sense danger.
Long Legs & Slender Body: Built for speed and endurance, allowing them to chase prey over
distances and cover large territories.
Dietary Flexibility: Being omnivores means they can switch food sources depending on what's
available, a huge advantage!
Intelligence and Teamwork: Jackal pairs often hunt cooperatively, especially for larger prey,
improving their success rate.

Part 3: Creative Habitat Blueprint Challenge! (Approx. 45-60
minutes)
Now it's your turn to be a wildlife architect! Your mission is to design the *perfect* habitat for a jackal.
Think about everything we've learned. What would your jackal need to be happy, safe, and well-fed?

Choose ONE way to create your Jackal Habitat:

Diorama Den: Use a shoebox or small cardboard box and craft supplies to build a 3D model of a1.
jackal's habitat. Include elements like a den, water source, food sources (you can draw or model
small prey animals or berries), and different types of terrain (e.g., grassy areas, some rocks or
bushes).
Detailed Drawing/Painting Paradise: Create a colorful illustration or painting of a jackal in its2.
ideal environment. Label at least five key features of the habitat and write a short sentence for
each explaining why it's important for the jackal.
Jackal's Journal - A Day in the Life (Story or Comic Strip): Write a short story or draw a3.
comic strip about a day in the life of a jackal in its habitat. Show how it uses different parts of its
environment to find food, rest, and stay safe. Highlight how its adaptations help it.

Remember to include:

A safe den site.
A source of water.
Examples of food the jackal would eat.
Elements for cover and observation.
Think about the type of jackal (e.g., Golden, Black-backed) and the general environment it would
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live in (e.g., savanna, woodland edge).

Part 4: Habitat Showcase & Explorer's Discussion (Approx.
15-20 minutes)
Great work, habitat designer! Now it's time to present your amazing creation. Explain your design
choices:

Describe the habitat you created for your jackal.
Which specific features did you include, and why are they important for the jackal's survival and
well-being? (Point out at least three!)
What was the most challenging part of designing this habitat?
What was the most fun part?
If you were a jackal, what adaptation would you find most useful in the habitat you designed?
Why?

Part 5: Jackal Conservation Corner (Optional Extension -
Approx. 10-15 minutes)
While jackals are adaptable, they still face challenges like habitat loss as human populations grow, and
sometimes they come into conflict with farmers. If you were a conservationist, what is one creative idea
you could come up with to help jackals and humans coexist peacefully, or to protect their natural
habitats? (You can discuss this, draw a poster, or write a short paragraph with your idea).

Conclusion: The Jackal's Tale Continues! (Approx. 5 minutes)
Fantastic work today, explorer! You've dived deep into the world of jackals, understanding their needs,
their incredible adaptations, and the importance of their habitats. By learning to think like an animal and
design for its needs, we appreciate wildlife even more. Remember, every creature plays a role in its
ecosystem, and understanding their homes helps us protect them. Keep exploring the amazing world of
animals!


