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Forging an Empire: Aria‘'s Roman Blueprint!

Welcome, Future Historian Aria! Today, we're not just going to learn about the Roman Empire; we're
going to figure out how they built such a massive and long-lasting empire. Imagine you're an advisor
to a new, ambitious leader. Your job is to create a blueprint based on Rome's successes. Ready to
crack the code of Roman empire-building?

Phase 1: The Intelligence Gathering (Research - Approx.
60-90 minutes)

Every great plan starts with great information! Your mission is to investigate the secrets behind
Rome's power. Focus on these key areas. Take good notes - these will be the foundation for your
blueprint!

e The Roman Military Machine: How were their legions organized? What were their famous
tactics and technologies? How did the army help expand and control the empire?

¢ Engineering Marvels: Think roads, aqueducts, public buildings, and cities. How did these
constructions help the empire function, grow, and stay united?

¢ Governing the Masses: How did Rome rule such a vast and diverse territory? What was
Roman law like? Who made the decisions?

¢ Spreading 'Romanitas' (Being Roman): How did Roman culture (language, customs,
beliefs, lifestyle) spread? Did everyone become Roman? What were the benefits and
drawbacks for conquered peoples?

Resources: Use your history books, reliable websites (ask if you're unsure!), and documentaries if
available. Look for examples and interesting facts!

Phase 2: Designing Your 'Blueprint for an Empire' (Project
Work - Approx. 90-120 minutes, can be multi-day)

Now it's time to get creative! Based on your research, you will design a 'Blueprint for an Empire.'
This blueprint will explain to our ambitious (imaginary) leader how to build a successful empire,
using Rome as the model. You can present your blueprint in one of these ways (or suggest your
own!):

A Grand Poster Presentation: Use poster board to visually lay out the key strategies, with
drawings, diagrams, and explanations.

A 3D Model/Diorama Showcase: Build models (e.g., a small aqueduct, a legionary
formation, a city layout) and explain how each element contributes to the empire.

A Digital Presentation: Use software like Google Slides or PowerPoint to create a compelling
presentation with text, (copyright-free) images you find, and your explanations.

A 'Roman Advisor's Handbook': Write and illustrate a guide for your leader.

Your blueprint MUST cover:

Military Strategy: How to build and use an army effectively.

Infrastructure Plan: What to build (roads, cities, etc.) and why.

Governance Model: How to rule and maintain order.

Cultural Integration Policy: How to deal with different cultures within the empire.
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Focus on being clear, creative, and persuasive! Why should your leader follow your Roman-inspired
blueprint?
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Phase 3: The Emperor's Council - '‘What Would You Do?'
Scenarios (Discussion - Approx. 20-30 minutes)

Let's put your Roman knowledge to the test! Consider these scenarios. How would you advise the
Emperor, using what you've learned about Roman strategies?

e Scenario 1: A newly conquered territory on the frontier is rebelling. They have a different
culture and religion. Some advisors say crush them with overwhelming force. Others suggest
trying to win them over with infrastructure projects and local autonomy. What do you advise
and why?

e Scenario 2: Your capital city is overcrowded, and there's not enough clean water for
everyone. How would you use Roman engineering knowledge to solve this problem? What are
the long-term benefits?

e Scenario 3: Different factions within the Senate are arguing, and it's hard to get new laws
passed to manage the growing empire. What aspects of Roman governance could be adapted
or emphasized to improve the situation?

Be ready to explain your reasoning!

Phase 4: Unveiling the Blueprint & Reflection (Presentation
& Discussion - Approx. 30 minutes)

Present your 'Blueprint for an Empire'! Explain your design choices and how each part contributes to
building a strong and lasting empire based on Rome's example.

After your presentation, let's discuss:

What do you think was Rome's most clever strategy for empire-building?

What were the biggest challenges Rome faced in maintaining its empire?

¢ Can we see any 'Roman blueprints' in how countries or large organizations operate today?
What part of this lesson did you find most interesting or fun?

Congratulations on becoming an expert advisor on Roman empire-building, Aria!
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