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Wild Tanzania: A Homeschool Adventure!
Materials Needed:

Paper (plain and construction)
Drawing/coloring supplies (crayons, markers, colored pencils)
Modeling clay or playdough (optional, for diorama)
Recycled materials (small cardboard box, toilet paper tubes, fabric scraps - optional, for
diorama)
Scissors
Glue or tape
Access to internet for research (with adult supervision)
Optional: Books about African animals or Tanzania

Welcome, explorer! Today, we're going on an exciting virtual safari to the heart of Africa – Tanzania!
This amazing country is home to some of the world's most incredible animals and landscapes. Get
ready to become a wildlife detective and a nature artist!

Part 1: Meet the Animals! (Approx. 45-60 minutes)
Tanzania is famous for its diverse wildlife. Let's investigate some of its stars!

Choose Your Animals: Pick at least three animals that live in Tanzania. Some famous ones1.
include: Lion, African Elephant, Giraffe, Zebra, Cheetah, Wildebeest, Hippopotamus, or the
Black Rhinoceros. You can also try to find a lesser-known Tanzanian animal!
Become an Animal Detective: For each animal you choose, find out:2.

What does it look like? (Size, color, special features like horns, tusks, patterns)
What does it eat? (Is it a herbivore, carnivore, or omnivore?)
What are its unique adaptations? (How does it survive in its environment? E.g., a giraffe's
long neck, a cheetah's speed).
Where in Tanzania does it primarily live? (e.g., grasslands, forests, near water)

Record Your Findings: Write down your notes or draw pictures of each animal with labels3.
showing its adaptations.

Part 2: Explore the Ecosystems! (Approx. 30-45 minutes)
Tanzania has stunning natural environments. Let's explore one!

Choose an Ecosystem: Pick one major Tanzanian ecosystem to learn about:1.
The Serengeti Plains: Famous for the Great Migration. What is it like there? What kind
of plants grow?
Ngorongoro Crater: A giant volcanic caldera full of wildlife. What makes it special?
Mount Kilimanjaro: Africa's highest peak! What different zones does it have as you go
up?

Ecosystem Investigator: For your chosen ecosystem, find out:2.
What is the climate like?
What are the main types of plants?
Why is this ecosystem important for animals and for Tanzania?

Sketch Your Ecosystem: Draw a simple sketch of what your chosen ecosystem looks like.3.
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Part 3: Create Your Tanzanian Scene! (Approx. 60-90
minutes)
Now it's time to bring your learning to life! You are going to create a scene featuring one of the
animals you researched in its Tanzanian habitat. You can choose to:

Draw or Paint a Picture: Create a detailed drawing or painting.
Build a Diorama: Use a small box and your craft supplies to make a 3D scene. You can use
clay for animals, paper for plants, etc.
Write a Descriptive Story: Write a short story from the perspective of your chosen animal
living in its habitat. Describe what it sees, does, and how it uses its adaptations.

Important: Make sure your creation shows:

The animal you chose.
Its key adaptations (e.g., if it's a giraffe, make sure its long neck is prominent and perhaps
show it reaching tall trees).
Features of its Tanzanian habitat that you learned about.

Part 4: Safari Showcase & Reflection (Approx. 15-20
minutes)

Present Your Creation: Share your drawing, diorama, or story. Explain:1.
Which animal and ecosystem you chose.
The special adaptations of your animal that you included.
Interesting facts you learned about its habitat.

Discuss:2.
What was the most amazing thing you learned about Tanzanian nature today?
Why do you think it's important to protect these animals and their homes?
If you could visit Tanzania, what would you most want to see?

Extension Activities (Optional):
Swahili Safari Words: Learn a few Swahili words for animals (e.g., Simba - Lion, Tembo -
Elephant, Twiga - Giraffe).
Conservation Corner: Research a conservation organization working in Tanzania. What
challenges do they face?
Mini-Documentary: Pretend to be a nature show host and create a short video presentation
about one of your chosen animals or ecosystems.

Great job, explorer! You've taken a fantastic journey through the wilds of Tanzania today!


