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Marx's Modern Messages: A Creative
Exploration for Aria
Materials Needed:

Access to an age-appropriate summary/video about Karl Marx's basic ideas (e.g., a short
explanatory video or a simplified article).
Paper, pens, colored pencils, or markers.
Optional: Computer/tablet with internet access (for viewing resources or for digital creation if
preferred).
'Modern Issue' idea prompts (can be brainstormed or provided as written slips: e.g., 'gig economy
conditions', 'wealth inequality', 'fast fashion impact', 'social media effects').

Lesson Activities:

Part 1: Who Was Karl Marx and What Did He Notice? (Approx. 30-45 minutes)

Introduction - The Spark (5 mins):

Hi Aria! You're interested in Karl Marx, which is fantastic because he asked some really big and
important questions about how societies work, especially concerning fairness, money, and work. Let's
start with a quick thought experiment: If you could design a 'perfect' small community, what would be
your top rule about how people share resources or how work gets done to ensure things are fair for
everyone? (Brief discussion, connecting her interest to the topic).

Exploring Key Ideas (25-35 mins):

We're going to explore a couple of Marx's big ideas without getting bogged down in heavy theory. We
can use a short, engaging video or an easy-to-read article that explains these concepts simply. Our goal
is to understand the main point, not to memorize jargon!

Big Idea 1: The Haves and Have-Nots (Class Struggle): Marx observed that societies often
seemed divided. There were those who owned the means of production (like factories, land, big
companies â€“ he called them the bourgeoisie) and those who worked for them (the proletariat).
He thought this created a 'class struggle' because their interests weren't always aligned. What do
you think about this? Can you think of any situations today, big or small, where different groups
might have conflicting interests related to resources or power?
Big Idea 2: Is This System Fair? (Critique of Capitalism): Marx looked closely at capitalism
(the system where private individuals/companies own businesses to make a profit). He questioned
whether it was always fair to the workers, suggesting they didn't always receive the full value of
their labor and that the system prioritized profit. What are your initial thoughts? Does this idea
spark any questions for you about how things work today?
Big Idea 3: Feeling Disconnected (Alienation): Marx also talked about 'alienation'. This is the
idea that sometimes, under certain work conditions, people can feel disconnected from the
products they make, from their own creativity, from their fellow workers, or even from their true
selves. Have you ever worked on something but felt like you were just going through the motions,
without a real connection to the outcome or purpose?

Quick Chat (5 mins): Which of these ideas feels most interesting or surprising to you right now, and
why?
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Part 2: Marx in Today's World - Creative Challenge! (Approx. 45-60 minutes)

Connecting to Now (10-15 mins):

Karl Marx wrote his ideas a long time ago. So, are they just old historical concepts, or can we see echoes
of his questions in the world today? Let's brainstorm some modern issues. For example:

The conditions of 'gig economy' workers (like food delivery drivers or freelance online workers).
The vast differences in wealth between the richest and poorest people.
The environmental impact of large corporations.
The effects of social media on how people feel about their lives or compare themselves to others.
The fast fashion industry and its workers.

Pick one modern issue (from this list, or one you think of yourself!) that interests you. How do you think
Karl Marx, with his ideas about class, fairness, or alienation, might comment on this specific modern
issue if he were around today?

Creative Application Time! (30-40 mins):

This is your chance to be creative, Aria! Your mission is to explore one of Marx's ideas by connecting it
to the modern issue you chose. Here are some ways you could do this (pick one, or feel free to suggest
your own creative idea!):

Comic Strip Commentary: Create a short comic strip (3-6 panels). It could depict a modern
character encountering a situation related to Marx's ideas (e.g., feeling alienated at a repetitive
job, witnessing a stark example of class differences, or questioning the fairness of a system).
Dialogue Across Time: Write a short, imaginative dialogue (like a mini-play script) between Karl
Marx and a teenager today. Have them discuss the modern issue you selected. What questions
would Marx ask? How would the teenager explain the situation? What solutions or further
questions might they come up with together?
'Re-imagine a System' Pitch: Inspired by one of Marx's concerns (like making work more
fulfilling or resources distributed more equitably), how would you redesign a small aspect of
society related to your chosen issue? You could sketch it, write a proposal, or create a short
presentation. Focus on the *spirit* of addressing the problem, not on developing an entire political
system.
A Marxian News Beat: Write a short 'news report' (1-2 paragraphs) about your chosen modern
issue. The twist? Write it as if the journalist is subtly using Marx's concepts (like class,
exploitation, or alienation) to frame the problem and its impact.

Remember, the aim isn't to become an expert on Marx overnight, but to think critically and creatively
about the big questions he raised and see if they still resonate today.

Part 3: Showcase, Discuss, and Ponder (Approx. 15-20 minutes)

Share Your Creation (5-10 mins):

Let's see or hear what you came up with! Please share your creative piece and explain how it connects
one of Marx's ideas to the modern issue you explored.

Discussion & Reflection (10 mins):

What did you find most interesting or perhaps challenging about thinking through Marx's ideas in
relation to today's world?
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After this exploration, do you think Marx's critiques offer valuable insights for understanding
modern problems, do they seem outdated, or is it a mix? Why?
What's one new question you now have, either about Karl Marx, his ideas, or the way societies
operate?

Fantastic effort, Aria! Engaging with challenging ideas like these helps us develop our critical thinking
skills and understand the world from different perspectives.


