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Ashley's Amazon Expedition: River Wonders
and Rainforest Adventures!
Let's Get Ready for Our Adventure! What You'll Need:

A world map or globe to find our amazing Amazon!
Pictures or short video clips of the Amazon River and Rainforest (we can look these up
together!)
Blue construction paper or a long blue ribbon/yarn (to make our own Amazon River!)
Green and brown construction paper (for the lush rainforest!)
Your favorite art supplies: markers, crayons, or colored pencils
Child-safe scissors and glue
Optional awesome extras: A shoebox or piece of cardboard for a rainforest diorama, modeling
clay, small toy animals, or even some leaves and twigs from your yard (if they're clean and
safe!)
A large sheet of paper or poster board if you prefer to draw or make a collage.

Hello Ashley! Welcome to the Amazon Adventure!
Get ready, intrepid explorer! Today, we're going on an exciting expedition deep into the heart of
South America to discover the wonders of the Amazon River and the incredible Amazon Rainforest.
We'll learn about amazing animals, giant trees, a super long river, and then you'll get to create your
very own piece of the Amazon! Are you ready to begin?

Part 1: Journey Down the Mighty Amazon River!

First, let's find the Amazon River! Grab your map or globe. Can you find South America? The Amazon
River is like a giant snake winding its way through this continent, mostly through a country called
Brazil. It's one of the longest and biggest rivers in the whole world!

River Facts Chat: Did you know it's so wide in some places that you can't see the other side?
It's home to fascinating creatures like pink river dolphins, piranhas (don't worry, they mostly
eat fish!), and giant anacondas.
Make Your Own River: Let's take your blue paper or ribbon and lay it out on the floor or a
table to represent the Amazon River. Imagine all the water flowing and the animals swimming
in it!
Why is it important? The Amazon River provides water and food for many people and
animals, and it's a super important transportation route, like a water highway!

Part 2: Exploring the Amazing Amazon Rainforest!

The Amazon River flows through the largest tropical rainforest in the world – the Amazon Rainforest!
It's an enormous, vibrant green world teeming with life. It's so big, it’s often called the "lungs of our
planet" because its trees produce so much of the oxygen we breathe.

Rainforest Layers - A Leafy Skyscraper!

Imagine the rainforest is like a giant apartment building with different floors, or 'layers', where
different plants and animals live:

Emergent Layer: The very tallest trees poke out here, like giants looking over the forest.
Eagles and monkeys might live here.
Canopy Layer: This is like a big, leafy green roof made by the tops of most trees. It's bustling



Ashley's Amazon Expedition: River Wonders and Rainforest Adventures! / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

June 4, 2025 - Page 2 of 3

with life – think monkeys, sloths, toucans, and beautiful butterflies! It’s very sunny up here.
Understory Layer: Beneath the canopy, it's darker and cooler. Younger trees and plants that
don't need as much sunlight grow here. Jaguars might prowl, and snakes might slither!
Forest Floor: The very bottom, covered in fallen leaves, roots, and fungi. It's quite dark.
Anteaters search for insects, and many creepy crawlies live here.

Meet Some Rainforest Residents!

The Amazon is home to millions of different types of animals and plants! Let’s talk about a few (we
can look up pictures or quick videos!):

Jaguar: A powerful big cat, a great swimmer and climber, perfectly camouflaged with its spots
to hunt in the dense forest.
Sloth: Super slow-moving mammals that hang upside down from trees, eating leaves. Their
slowness helps them hide from predators!
Poison Dart Frog: Tiny, brightly colored frogs. Their bright colors warn predators that they
are poisonous!
Blue Morpho Butterfly: Huge butterflies with brilliant blue wings.
Giant Water Lily: These plants have huge, round leaves that can float on water and are
strong enough for a small child to sit on (but let's not try that!).

Can you think of an animal and how it's special for living in the rainforest? For example, a monkey
has a long tail to help it swing through trees in the canopy!

Part 3: Create Your Own Amazon Masterpiece!

Now it's your turn to be an Amazon artist and scientist! Using your art supplies, let's create
something amazing that shows what you've learned or what you find most fascinating about the
Amazon River or Rainforest. This is your chance to be super creative!

Project Ideas (Choose one, or mix and match!):

Rainforest Diorama: Use a shoebox or cardboard to create a 3D scene. You could show one
of the rainforest layers, or a busy riverbank. Use construction paper for trees and water, and
maybe even make some clay animals or draw them to cut out.
Amazon Mural/Drawing: On your large paper, draw a big picture of the Amazon. You could
draw the different layers with animals in their correct spots, or focus on the river with its
unique creatures.
My Favorite Amazon Animal/Plant Showcase: Pick your favorite Amazon animal or plant.
Draw it in its habitat and write or tell me 2-3 cool facts about it and how it's adapted to live
there.
Build a Rainforest Layer: Use craft supplies to show what one specific layer of the rainforest
might look like. What animals live there? What plants?

Remember to include details! Think about the colors, the animals, the plants, and the overall feel of
the Amazon. What makes it special to you?

Part 4: Ashley's Amazon Showcase!

Wow, that looks amazing! Let's take some time for you to show me your fantastic Amazon creation.
Tell me about what you made:

What part of the Amazon did you choose to create?
What are some of the plants or animals you included?
What’s one new thing you learned about the Amazon today that you found super interesting?
Why do you think it's important to protect the Amazon Rainforest?
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Lesson Wrap-up: Our Amazon Adventure Ends (For Now!)

Ashley, you were an incredible Amazon explorer today! We journeyed down the mighty river, peeked
into the different layers of the rainforest, met some amazing creatures, and you created a wonderful
piece of art to show your learning.

Remember, the Amazon is a precious place, full of wonders and important for our whole planet. Keep
being curious and learning about our amazing world!

What was your favorite part of our Amazon expedition today?


