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Explorer Ashley's Amazon Adventure:
Discovering the Pink River Dolphin (Boto)!

Are you ready for an adventure, Explorer Ashley? Today, we're journeying deep into the Amazon
rainforest to meet one of its most mysterious and magical creatures - the Amazon River Dolphin,
also known as the Boto!

Your Mission, Should You Choose to Accept It:

e Become a Boto Expert: Learn amazing facts about these unique dolphins.
¢ Uncover Their Secrets: Discover how they live and thrive in the mighty Amazon River.
¢ Create a Boto Masterpiece: Show off your Boto knowledge with a fantastic art project!

Part 1: The Great Boto Unveiling! (15-20 minutes)

Let's start by meeting our star! We'll watch a short, exciting video about Amazon River Dolphins. As
you watch, listen for:

¢ What color are they? (Is it always the same?)
¢ What is special about their body shape?
¢ How do they 'see' in the muddy water?

(Teacher: Show a kid-friendly video, e.g., from Nat Geo Kids or SciShow Kids appropriate for an 8-
year-old. Pause to discuss interesting points.)

After the video, let's look at some pictures and a fun fact sheet together! (Teacher: Provide a simple,
visual fact sheet or a few printed pictures with clear captions.)

Part 2: What Makes a Boto a Boto? (10-15 minutes)

Now that you're becoming a Boto expert, let's talk about what makes them so special and how they
live!

e Super Senses: How do Botos find their food in the murky Amazon River if they can't see very
well with their small eyes? (Hint: Echolocation!) Let's imagine we are Botos using sound to find
our lunch! (Teacher: Briefly explain echolocation in simple terms - they make clicking sounds
and listen for the echoes to 'see' their surroundings and find fish. Maybe make some clicking
sounds!)

¢ Flexible Friends: Did you notice how bendy their necks and bodies look compared to ocean
dolphins? Why might that be helpful for a dolphin living in a river full of trees, roots, and twisty
turns, unlike the open ocean? (Teacher: Guide discussion about maneuvering in complex
environments, like swimming around submerged trees during flood season.)

¢ The Pink Puzzle: Why are they sometimes pink? Are they born pink? (Teacher: Explain that
they are born gray, and can turn pinker as they get older. The pink color might come from
blood vessels close to the skin, scarring from playful fights, or even the type of water they live
in. It's a bit of a wonderful mystery!)

¢ River Home: What is the Amazon River like? How is it different from the ocean for a dolphin?
(Teacher: Discuss that it's a freshwater river, not salty. It can be muddy (murky), and parts of
the forest flood, creating a huge playground for the Botos. Talk briefly about the kinds of fish
they eat.)
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Part 3: Create Your Own Boto's Amazon Adventure! (25-30
minutes)

It's time to get creative, Explorer Ashley! Using your art supplies, create your own Amazon River
Dolphin in its amazing river home. Think about:

What color will your Boto be? (Gray? Pink? A mix?)

What will be in the water with it? (Fish to eat, green plants, tangled tree roots, other river
creatures?)

Show one of its special features (like its long snout for poking in crevices, its flexible neck, or
maybe it's using echolocation!).

¢ You can draw, paint, or even make a playdough sculpture!

As you create, imagine you are showing the world what it's like to be an Amazon River Dolphin and
why its home is so important!

Part 4: Show and Tell: Boto Ambassador! (5-10 minutes)

Wow, your artwork looks fantastic!
Now, as our official Boto Ambassador, please tell me:

1. Three amazing things you learned about Amazon River Dolphins today.

2. Point to different parts of your artwork and explain how it shows what makes a Boto special or
how it lives in the Amazon. For example, 'This is its long snout because...', 'It's this color
because...".

Fantastic job, Explorer Ashley! You've successfully completed your mission and learned so much
about the incredible Amazon River Dolphin! You are now a Boto expert!

Optional Extension Activities (For another day or if Ashley
is super keen!):

Write a short story from the perspective of a Boto - what would its day be like?

Learn about one other animal that lives in the Amazon River alongside the Boto.

Find the Amazon River on a map of South America.

Discuss why it's important to protect the Amazon rainforest and the animals that live there.
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