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Pizza Party Fractions: Adding Up the Slices!

Hi Wesley! Get ready for a delicious math adventure! (30 Minutes)

Materials You'll Need:

2-3 Paper plates (our pizza bases!)

Markers or crayons (brown for crust, red for sauce, yellow for cheese, and other colors for your
favorite toppings!)

A pencil

Plain paper or a small whiteboard (for practice jots)

Learning Goals for Today:

1. We'll see how to show adding fractions using pizza slices.
2. You'll practice adding simple fractions that have the same bottom number (denominator).
3. You'll get to design your very own 'Fraction Pizza' masterpiece!

Let's Get Cooking with Fractions! (Total Time: ~25 minutes)

Introduction: What's a Fraction, Anyway? (3 minutes)

Imagine you have a whole pizza. If you cut it into equal slices, each slice is a 'fraction' or a part of the
whole pizza. Today, we're going to see what happens when we combine some of those slices!

Let's say a pizza is cut into 4 equal slices. Each slice is 1 out of 4, or 1/4 (one-fourth). The bottom
number (4, the denominator) tells us how many equal slices make up the whole pizza. The top number
(1, the numerator) tells us how many of those slices we're talking about.

Activity 1: Our First Fraction Pizza! (10 minutes)

1. Make a Pizza: Take one paper plate. Let's draw a nice crust around the edge. This is our yummy
pizza base!
2. Slice it Up: We're going to divide this pizza into 4 equal slices. Carefully draw lines to show 4
slices. Each slice is 1/4 of the pizza.
3. Your Share: Let's say you're hungry and you take 1 slice. Color in 1 slice lightly. You have 1/4 of
the pizza.
4. My Share: Now, I'm hungry too, and | take 2 slices from the SAME pizza. Using a different color or
pattern, color in 2 more slices. | have 2/4 of the pizza.
5. Adding Our Shares:
o How many slices are colored in total? (Count them: 1 + 2 = 3 slices)
o Since each slice is 1/4, how much of the pizza do we have together? We have 3 slices out of
4, so that's 3/4 of the pizza!
o We just did fraction addition: 1/4 + 2/4 = 3/4.
o Super Secret Tip: When the bottom numbers (denominators) are the SAME, we just add
the top numbers (numerators) together, and the bottom number stays the same! Cool, huh?
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Activity 2: Wesley's Creative Pizza Kitchen! (12 minutes)
Now it's your turn to be the master pizza chef and inventor!

1. New Pizza Time: Take a fresh paper plate. This time, YOU decide how many equal slices to
divide your pizza into. Maybe 6 slices (each would be 1/6)? Or 8 slices (each 1/8)? Draw your slices
carefully.

2. Design Your Dream Fraction Pizza:

o Think of two different toppings you love (e.g., pepperoni and olives).

o Topping 1: Decide what fraction of your pizza will have the first topping. For example, if
your pizza has 6 slices, you might say, "l want 2/6 of my pizza to have pepperoni." Color
those slices with your pepperoni color. Write down the fraction: 2/6.

o Topping 2: Now, decide what fraction will have your second topping. Maybe, "l want 3/6 of
my pizza to have olives." Color those slices (that aren't already pepperoni) with your olive
color. Write down the fraction: 3/6.

3. The Grand Topping Total:

o Let's add the fractions for your toppings together: (e.qg., 2/6 + 3/6 = ?7)

o How much of your pizza has toppings altogether? Add the top numbers, keep the bottom
number the same! (e.g., 2 + 3 = 5, so it's 5/6).

o Present your pizza! Tell me about the fractions you used and the total fraction of the pizza
that has toppings. You can even give your creation a fun name like "Wesley's Super
Supreme Fraction Feast!"

Wrap-up & Quick Challenge (5 minutes)
Amazing work, Chef Wesley! You're a fraction master!

¢ What's the most important rule we learned today for adding fractions when the bottom numbers
are the same? (Answer: Add the top numbers, keep the bottom number the same!)
¢ Quick Challenge (on paper or whiteboard): Can you solve these? You can draw little pizzas if

it helps!
©1/5+3/5=7
0 2/8+5/8=7

You did a fantastic job today exploring how to add fractions! It's much more fun with pizza, don't you
think? Next time, we can explore what happens if pizzas have different numbers of slices!
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