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Become a Weather Watcher: Your Forecast
Adventure!

Welcome, Junior Meteorologist!

Today, you're not just learning about weather - you're going to become a weather reporter! We'll
explore the skies, make observations, and create your very own weather forecast. This adventure
connects to how scientists in NSW (like at the Bureau of Meteorology) study weather to help us
understand our world (NSW Syllabus Outcome: ST3-8ES-S).

Activity 1: Outdoor Weather Detective (Approx. 30-45
minutes)

Let's head outside (or look carefully through a window) and observe the weather like a real scientist!

1. Sky Spy: What do you see in the sky? Are there clouds? What do they look like (fluffy, wispy,
flat, dark)? Try sketching them in your notebook. Can you see the sun, or is it hidden?

2. Windy Wonders: Can you feel the wind? Is it strong, gentle, or calm? Look at trees, flags, or
hang a light ribbon outside to see how much it moves. Describe the wind's strength.

3. Temperature Check: (Optional: If you have a thermometer) What is the temperature? Record
it. If not, how does the air feel (warm, cool, cold)?

4. Rain or Shine?: Is it raining, sunny, or something else? If it rained recently, are there
puddles? (Optional: You can make a simple rain gauge by placing a straight-sided jar outside
and measuring any collected water with a ruler).

5. Your Observations: In your notebook, write down or draw what you observed. Use
descriptive words!

Activity 2: Cloud Clues & Weather Wisdom (Approx. 30
minutes)

Now that you're an expert observer, let's learn a bit more to help with your forecast!

1. Cloud Detective: With a grown-up, look up different types of clouds online (search for "types
of clouds for kids" or visit the BOM website). Can you match any to what you saw outside?
Learn what kind of weather common clouds (like cumulus, stratus, cirrus) might bring.

2. Weather Symbols: Look up common weather map symbols (sunny, partly cloudy, rainy,
windy). Can you draw the symbols for the weather you observed today?

3. Local Forecast: Check the official weather forecast for your area (e.g., BOM website). How
does it compare to your observations? What do the professional meteorologists predict for
tomorrow?

Activity 3: Create Your Weather Report! (Approx. 45-60
minutes)

This is your chance to shine! You're going to create a short weather report just like they do on TV or
radio. You can write it down, draw it as a comic strip, or even prepare to act it out!

Your report should include:

¢ Today's Weather: Describe the weather you observed earlier (temperature, wind, sky
conditions, any precipitation). Use your notes!
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¢ Cloud Feature: Talk about one type of cloud you learned about and what it might mean for
the weather.

¢ Simple Prediction: Based on what you observed and learned, what do you think the weather
might be like tomorrow? (e.g., "The dark clouds | saw might mean rain later," or "The BOM
website says it will be sunny, and my observations agree!").

¢ Activity Suggestion: What's a good activity for the predicted weather? (e.qg., "It's a perfect
day for a picnic!" or "Don't forget your umbrella!").

* Be Creative! Give your weather report a fun name, use enthusiastic language, and maybe
even draw a map with weather symbols.

Activity 4: On Air! (Approx. 10-15 minutes)

Present your weather report! You can:

¢ Read it aloud to your family.

e Act it out like a TV presenter (you can even make a pretend microphone or stand in front of a
"weather map" you drew).

¢ If you have a camera or phone, you could record your broadcast!

Remember to speak clearly and be engaging!

Wrap-up & Reflection:
Great job, Meteorologist!

* What was the most interesting thing you learned about weather today?
e Was it easy or tricky to predict the weather? Why?
e How does understanding weather help us in our daily lives?

Keep observing the weather around you. You might become a super forecaster!
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