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\n

The Great Caterpillar Adventure!
\n\n

Introduction: Caterpillar Story Time (10 minutes)

\n

Goal: Spark interest and introduce basic facts about caterpillars.

\n
\n
1. Begin by reading a fun and engaging book about caterpillars, like "The Very Hungry
Caterpillar" by Eric Carle.
\n
2. As you read, pause to ask questions: "What is the caterpillar doing?", "What does it eat?",
"How does it look?".
\n
3. Briefly discuss what caterpillars are (baby butterflies or moths) and that their main job is to eat
and grow.
\n
\n\n

Activity 1: Caterpillar Safari & Observation (15-20 minutes)
\n

Goal: Observe caterpillars (real or virtual) and identify their features.

\n

If you can find real caterpillars (garden, park):

\n
\n
e Go on a "Caterpillar Safari" in your yard or a safe outdoor space. Gently look for caterpillars on
leaves.
\n
¢ If you find one, observe it without touching (or very gently if you know it's safe). Use a
magnifying glass if you have one.
\n
¢ Talk about what you see: "How many legs does it have? (Many!)", "How does its body look?
(Long, segmented)”, "What is it doing? (Eating, crawling)", "What color is it?".
\n
\n

If you cannot find real caterpillars:

\n
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\n
¢ Look at detailed pictures or short videos of caterpillars.
\n
¢ Ask the same observation questions: "What do you notice about its body?", "What colors do
you see?", "How do you think it moves?".
\n

\n
Discussion points:

\n

\n
¢ Caterpillars have many legs.
\n
e They have long bodies made of parts (segments).
\n
e They love to eat leaves!
\n

\n\n

Activity 2: Create a Caterpillar Craft! (20-25 minutes)

\n

Goal: Reinforce learning through a creative, hands-on activity and develop fine motor skills.
\n

Let's make our own friendly caterpillar! You can choose one of these ideas, or combine them:
\n

Option 1: Egg Carton Caterpillar

\n
\n
1. Cut a section from an egg carton (an adult might need to help with thicker cartons). A strip of
3-6 cups works well.
\n
2. Let your child paint or color the egg carton section.
\n
3. Once dry (if painted), glue on googly eyes at one end.
\n
4. Use pipe cleaners or small twigs for antennae - poke them into the "head" part.
\n
5. Draw a little mouth with a crayon or marker.
\n
\n

Option 2: Pom-Pom Caterpillar

\n
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1. \Snelect several pom-poms (5-7 is a good number).
2. }?Iue the pom-poms together in a line on a strip of green paper (a "leaf").
3. )—Cdd googly eyes to the front pom-pom.
4. \Unse small pieces of pipe cleaner or drawn-on lines for legs.
\n

\n
Option 3: Paper Circle Caterpillar

\n

\n

1. Cut out several circles from colored construction paper (or let your child try with supervision).
\n

2. Glue the circles together, slightly overlapping, to form a caterpillar body on a piece of paper.
\n

3. Draw a face on the first circle (eyes, mouth, antennae).
\n

4. Draw little legs on each circle.
\n

\n

While crafting, talk about the caterpillar parts they are adding: "Where do the eyes go?", "How many
legs should we give our caterpillar friend?".

\n\n
Activity 3: Caterpillar Wiggle Dance! (5-10 minutes)

\n

Goal: Engage in gross motor activity and understand caterpillar movement.

\n
\n
1. Tell your child: "Now that we've learned about caterpillars and made our own, let's pretend to
BE caterpillars!”
\n
2. Put on some playful music (optional).
\n
3. Encourage your child to wiggle and crawl on the floor like a caterpillar. "How does a caterpillar
move? Does it move fast or slow? Let's munch on some imaginary leaves!"
\n
4. You can be a caterpillar too! It's more fun together.
\n
\n\n
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Wrap-up and Sharing (5 minutes)
\n

Goal: Review what was learned and allow the student to share.

\n
\n
1. Have your child show off their caterpillar craft.
\n
2. Ask: "Can you tell me one interesting thing you learned about caterpillars today?"
\n
3. "What was your favorite part of our caterpillar adventure?"
\n
4. Briefly mention that caterpillars will one day turn into beautiful butterflies or moths (a hint for
a future lesson!).
\n
\n\n

Tips for a Great Lesson:

\n
\n
¢ Be enthusiastic! Your excitement is contagious.
\n
¢ Focus on fun and exploration rather than getting every detail perfect.
\n
¢ Adapt activities based on your child's interest and attention span. If they are really engaged
in one part, spend more time there.
\n
¢ Safety first: Supervise scissor use and be cautious with real insects (some caterpillars can be
irritating to the skin). Teach gentle observation.
\n
\n
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