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Tech Trekkers: Exploring Digital Worlds in
the Americas
Grade Level: 6-8 (Approx. 12 years old)

Subject Areas: Social Studies (Culture, Geography), Technology, Language Arts

Time Allotment: 2-3 class periods (70 minutes each)

Overall Goal: To foster an understanding of how technology access and AI usage vary across
different cultures, encouraging critical thinking and global awareness.

Materials Needed:
Computer with reliable internet access
Web browser for research
Notebook or digital document for note-taking
Pens/pencils or word processor
Access to online resources (news articles, reputable websites like Pew Research, Statista,
World Bank data, age-appropriate tech blogs focused on Latin America)
Optional: Map of the Americas (digital or physical)
Optional: Presentation software (e.g., Google Slides, PowerPoint) for alternative final project

Lesson Procedure:

Day 1: Introduction & The USA Tech Landscape (70 minutes)

1. Welcome, Tech Explorers! (10 minutes)

Introduction: Briefly discuss what technology means to the student. What devices do they
use every day? How does it make life different?
Introducing AI: What is Artificial Intelligence? Can the student think of any examples they've
encountered (e.g., voice assistants, movie recommendations, chatbots)? Keep it simple and
relatable.
The Big Question: Explain that we'll be investigating how people in different countries (USA,
Mexico, Peru) access and use technology, including AI. Why might it be different? (Spark
curiosity about cultural and economic factors).

2. My Tech World: USA Focus (25 minutes)

Brainstorm: Student lists all the technology they use regularly and any AI they interact with
in their daily life in the USA.
Guided Research - USA Tech Access: Using safe search practices, guide the student to find
answers to questions like:

What percentage of people in the USA have internet access?
What are the most common ways people access the internet (e.g., home broadband,
mobile data)?
What are the most popular digital devices (smartphones, computers, tablets)?
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3. AI in the USA (30 minutes)

Guided Research - AI in the USA: Research how AI is commonly used in the USA. Look for
examples in:

Everyday life: Voice assistants (Siri, Alexa), social media algorithms, streaming service
recommendations, online shopping.
Industries: Healthcare (diagnostics), finance (fraud detection), transportation (self-
driving car development), customer service (chatbots).

Discussion: Briefly discuss the findings. How integrated is AI in the USA?

4. Wrap-up & Preview (5 minutes)

Summarize key findings about the USA.
Preview the next session: We'll travel (virtually!) to Mexico and Peru.

Day 2: Tech Adventures in Mexico & Peru (70 minutes)

1. Recap & Journey South! (5 minutes)

Briefly review key takeaways from the USA tech landscape.
Introduce Mexico and Peru using a map (optional). Highlight their locations relative to the USA.

2. Mexico's Digital Scene (30 minutes)

Guided Research - Tech Access in Mexico:
Internet penetration rate.
Common devices and internet access methods (e.g., mobile prevalence, public Wi-Fi
spots).
Any notable government initiatives or challenges related to tech access.

Guided Research - AI in Mexico:
Are there popular local apps or tech services that use AI?
How is AI being used in businesses or specific sectors (e.g., agriculture, tourism,
manufacturing)?
Are there local AI startups or research initiatives?

Note-Taking: Encourage systematic note-taking to compare later.

3. Peru's Digital Landscape (30 minutes)

Guided Research - Tech Access in Peru:
Internet penetration rate.
Common devices and internet access methods (consider urban vs. rural differences if
information is available).
Challenges or unique aspects of tech adoption.

Guided Research - AI in Peru:
Examples of AI use in daily life or specific industries (e.g., fintech, retail, mining).
Any government strategies or cultural discussions around AI.

Note-Taking: Continue systematic notes.

4. Initial Comparisons (5 minutes)

Briefly discuss any immediate differences or similarities noticed between Mexico, Peru, and the
USA.
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Day 3: Comparison, Ethics, & Creative Showcase (70 minutes)

1. Weaving it Together: Comparative Analysis (25 minutes)

Activity: Create a comparative chart or a three-circle Venn diagram. Categories for
comparison could include:

Internet Access Rate
Most Common Devices
Popular AI Applications (general)
Unique AI Applications (industry-specific if found)
Potential Challenges (e.g., cost, infrastructure, digital literacy)
Cultural Influences (initial thoughts)

Discussion: Discuss the patterns, surprises, and key differences that emerge from the
comparison.

2. AI Ethics & Cultural Perspectives (20 minutes)

Discussion: Based on the research, discuss potential ethical considerations:
Digital Divide: How does unequal access to technology affect people within each
country and between countries?
AI Bias: Could AI systems trained in one culture be biased when used in another? (e.g.,
language, cultural norms).
Job Displacement: How might AI impact jobs differently in these economies?
Privacy: Are there different cultural attitudes towards data privacy that might affect AI
adoption?

Encourage critical thinking about the benefits and drawbacks of AI in these different contexts.

3. Showcase Your Discoveries! (15 minutes to explain, then work time)

Main Assignment: The student will produce a piece to showcase their learning. The primary
suggestion is a written essay, but creative alternatives can be discussed.
Writing Prompt: "Imagine you are a technology journalist writing an article for a youth
magazine. Your assignment is to compare and contrast the access to technology and
the use of Artificial Intelligence in the USA, Mexico, and Peru. In your article, discuss:

Key differences in how people access the internet and the types of devices they
commonly use.
Examples of how AI is used in everyday life or specific industries in each country.
How cultural values or unique national circumstances might influence technology
adoption and AI development.
At least one significant challenge and one unique opportunity related to technology/AI
that each country faces in this digital age.

Strive to make your article informative and engaging for other young readers."
Alternative Creative Outputs (if preferred and discussed): A short recorded "news
report," a slideshow presentation, an infographic, or a series of blog posts. The core content
should still address the elements of the writing prompt.

4. Wrap-up & Reflection (10 minutes)

Review the learning journey. What was the most surprising thing learned?
Discuss the importance of understanding global perspectives on technology.
Set expectations for completion of the writing prompt/creative project.
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Assessment:
Formative: Participation in discussions, quality of research notes, chart/Venn diagram
completion.
Summative: The final written essay or alternative creative project, evaluated for:

Accuracy and depth of information.
Clarity of comparison and contrast.
Thoughtfulness in addressing cultural influences and ethical considerations.
Organization and clarity of expression.
Creativity (if applicable for alternative projects).

Differentiation/Support for Homeschool Setting:
Pacing: Adjust the time spent on each research section based on student's engagement and
progress.
Resource Curation: Assist in finding age-appropriate and reliable online sources. Pre-vetting
a few key articles or videos for each country can be helpful.
Guiding Questions: Provide more specific guiding questions if the student struggles with
open-ended research.
Output Flexibility: Allow choice in the final project format to cater to student's strengths and
interests.
Scaffolding: For the writing prompt, offer an outline or sentence starters if needed.

This lesson plan aims to be flexible and adaptable to the student's interests while covering the core
learning objectives. The focus is on exploration, critical thinking, and understanding the diverse ways
technology shapes lives an_d societies.


