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Seasonal Colors and Cylinder Adventures
with T!
Welcome, T! Let's Explore! (5 minutes)
Hello T! Today we're going to play with some beautiful colors and fun shapes. Are you ready for an
adventure?

Let's sing a little "Hello" song or a song about colors (like 'Red and Yellow and Pink and Green') to
get us started!

Part 1: Discovering Autumn Colors (10-15 minutes)
Activity: Matching Seasonal Color Tablets

We have some special colors today: green like the leaves on a tree, brown like the crunchy leaves on
the ground, and orange like a yummy pumpkin!

Preparation:1.
Sit comfortably with T at a child-sized table or on a mat.
Place a small tray with one pair of each target color tablet (green, brown, orange - 6
tablets in total, mixed gently) on it.
Optional: Briefly show T real seasonal items and name their colors. "Look, T, this leaf is
green! This small stick is brown."

Presentation (How to do it):2.
Pick up one tablet, for example, a green one. Hold it gently. Say clearly, "This is green."
Carefully scan the other tablets to find its matching pair. Pick up the other green tablet.
Place the two matching green tablets side-by-side, aligned neatly. Say, "Green and
green. They match!"
Invite T to try: "T, your turn! Can you find a color? Let's find its match."
Guide T gently, allowing exploration. If T picks a tablet, ask, "Can you find another one
just like it?"
Focus on success and the process. If T matches a pair, offer warm, specific praise: "Yes!
You found the two orange ones! They match!"
Work through the pairs as T's interest allows.

Learning Focus:3.
Visual discrimination of colors.
Vocabulary: green, brown, orange, match, same.
Concentration and order.

Part 2: Exploring Big and Small Cylinders (10-15 minutes)
Activity: Playing with Knobbed Cylinders

Now, let's play with these special wooden blocks! They have little knobs to hold. Some cylinders are
big, and some are small. Let's see if we can find their homes!

Preparation:1.
Present one Montessori Knobbed Cylinder Block (e.g., Block 1 where cylinders vary in
diameter only, or Block 2 where they vary in diameter and height). Start with the
simplest one T hasn't mastered.
Place it directly in front of T, oriented correctly.

Presentation (How to do it):2.
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Using a deliberate pincer grasp (thumb and first two fingers) on the knob, slowly remove
one cylinder from its socket. Pause.
Place it quietly on the mat/table in front of its socket.
Remove two or three more cylinders one at a time, placing them randomly but gently on
the mat.
Pick up one of the removed cylinders by its knob. With your other hand, you might gently
trace its base or feel its dimension.
Look at the empty sockets in the block. Select a socket and gently try to fit the cylinder.
If it doesn't fit (too big or too small), remove it and try another socket until it slides in
smoothly and completely.
Do this with a sense of quiet discovery. You can say, "Hmm, does it fit here? No, let's try
this one. Ah, perfect!"
Once all removed cylinders are back, invite T: "T, would you like to try? You can take out
the cylinders and find their homes."
Allow T to explore freely. The control of error is in the material itself (cylinders only fit
correctly in their own sockets).
Observe T's attempts. Offer minimal help, perhaps guiding their hand if they seem stuck,
or demonstrating again with one cylinder.

Learning Focus:3.
Tactile and visual discrimination of size (dimension).
Hand-eye coordination and fine motor control (pincer grasp).
Problem-solving and concentration.
Understanding of order and seriation (intrinsic).

Wrap-up and Goodbye! (5 minutes)
Wow, T, you did such wonderful exploring with our colorful tablets and the clever cylinders today!
You are learning so much about shapes and colors!

We can put our lovely Montessori materials away carefully now, ready for next time. Maybe later
today we can find some green, brown, or orange things when we play!

Let's sing our goodbye song. Fantastic work focusing today, T!

Tips for the Grown-Up:
Observation is key: Notice what captures T's attention, how they approach the material, and
any challenges or successes. This informs future lessons.
Follow the child's lead: If T is deeply engaged, allow more time. If T shows disinterest or
frustration, gently redirect or conclude the activity. The goal is joyful learning.
Keep it short and engaging: A 2.5-year-old's optimal engagement time for focused
activities is typically 10-15 minutes per activity. Short, positive sessions are more effective
than long, forced ones.
Repetition builds mastery: These sensorial activities are designed for repetition. T will
refine their skills and understanding with each new exploration.
Positive and patient environment: Use encouraging language. Model careful handling of
materials. Create a calm, supportive atmosphere where T feels safe to explore and make
mistakes.


