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Introduction: T's Treasure Hunt!

Hello T! Today we're going on a special Treasure Hunt! We have some exciting things to find and
match! (Show T the basket). This is your treasure basket!

Activity 1: Animal Match-Up

First, let's meet some animal friends! (Sit with T at a comfortable spot, like a small mat or table.
Place 3-5 clear animal picture cards face up. Place the corresponding animal figurines in T's treasure
basket.)

Invite T: "Can you pick an animal from your treasure basket? ... What is it? (Gently encourage
naming or sound making, e.g., 'A dog! Woof woof!'). Great! Now, can you find the dog's picture?
Where does the doggie go?"

Gently guide T to place the animal figurine on its matching picture card. Celebrate each successful
match with enthusiasm: "Yay! You found the dog's picture! You matched the dog! Well done!"
Repeat for all animals in this set, allowing T to lead the pace.

Activity 2: Colorful Quest

Next up in our treasure hunt: Colors! (Clear the animal cards and figurines. Place 3-5 distinct color
cards face up. Put the corresponding colored objects in T's basket.)

Invite T: "Let's find some colors! Can you pick something from your basket? ... What color is this
[object]? (e.qg., 'a red block'). It's red! Wonderful! Can you find the red card and put this on it?"

Help T place the colored object on its matching color card. Praise success: "Yes, that's the red one!
You matched the red block to the red card!" Repeat for all colored objects, reinforcing color names.

Activity 3: Home Sweet Home Match

Last part of our treasure hunt! Let's find things we use at home! (Clear the color cards and objects.
Place 3-5 picture cards of familiar household items face up. Place the actual corresponding items in
T's basket.)

Invite T: "Look in your basket! What did you find? (e.g., a toy cup). That's a cup! We drink from a
cup. Can you find the picture of the cup?"

Assist T in matching the household item to its picture. Celebrate: "You matched the cup! Fantastic
work, T!" Repeat for all household items in this set.

Conclusion & Clean Up

Wow, T! You were an amazing Treasure Hunter today! You matched all the animals, colors, and
home items! (Briefly show one or two matched pairs again: "Remember this? It's the [object], and
here's its picture!").

Now it's time to put our treasures away. "Let's put the animals back in their box, and the colors
here..." (Involve T in tidying up the materials, making it part of the activity. This reinforces
Montessori practical life skills.)

Tips for the Grown-Up:

¢ Follow T's Lead: Keep sessions short (5-10 minutes is great for this age) and engaging. If T
loses interest in one category, switch to another or try again later. The goal is joyful
interaction.
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¢ Language Rich Environment: Use clear, simple language. Name the objects, animals, and
colors frequently. Expand on T's attempts (e.qg., if T says "duh" for duck, you say "Yes, duck!
Quack quack!").

+ Positive Reinforcement: Offer lots of genuine praise and encouragement for effort and
participation, not just perfect matches. Smiles, high-fives, and happy tones work wonders.

o Start Simple: If T is new to matching, begin with just 2-3 items from one category (e.g., just
animals). Gradually increase the number of items and categories as T's confidence and skill
grow.

¢ Observe and Adapt: Notice which items or categories T enjoys most. You can expand on
those interests in future sessions.

¢ Make it Multi-Sensory: Allow T to touch and explore the objects fully. Talk about their
textures or sounds if applicable (e.g., "The cat is soft," "The block is hard").

¢ DIY Materials: Picture cards can be handmade by printing images, drawing simple pictures,
or cutting them from magazines (ensure they are clear, uncluttered, and realistic).
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