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Lesson Plan: Minecraft Master Crafter - From
Pixels to Reality!

Subject: Art, Design, and Engineering
Age Group: 6-8 years old (specifically tailored for a 7-year-old)

Time Allotment: 60 minutes

Materials Needed

e Paper or a small notebook (for the "Blueprint")
¢ Pencils, crayons, or markers
¢ Crafting "Ingredients" (choose what you have):
o Cardboard boxes (cereal boxes, shipping boxes)
o Paper towel or toilet paper tubes
o Construction paper
LEGO bricks or other building blocks
Modeling clay or Play-Doh
Sticks or craft sticks
Aluminum foil
o Recycled items like plastic bottles or yogurt cups
¢ Binding Agents:
o Child-safe scissors
o Tape (clear or masking)
o Glue stick or white school glue
¢ Optional "Enchantment" materials: Glitter, shiny stickers, yarn, or special colored markers.
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Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

¢ Design: Plan and draw an original tool or item inspired by Minecraft.

¢ Problem-Solve: Select appropriate real-world materials to represent digital components.
¢ Create: Construct a 3D model of their design using various crafting supplies.

¢ Communicate: Explain their creation, its purpose, and the "recipe" used to make it.

Lesson Activities
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Part 1: The Warm-Up - Guess the Craft! (5 minutes)
Goal: To activate prior knowledge and create excitement.
Instructions:

1. Ask your student some Minecraft crafting recipe riddles. Start easy and get more complex.

2. Example 1: "l need three wool blocks of the same color and three wooden planks. What can |
make to sleep through the night?" (Answer: A bed)

3. Example 2: "To make me, you need two sticks and three diamonds arranged in a 'T' shape. | am
the strongest tool for breaking stone. What am I?" (Answer: A diamond pickaxe)

4. Celebrate their correct answers to build confidence.

Part 2: The Inventor's Challenge - The Blueprint (15 minutes)
Goal: To encourage planning, design, and creative thinking.
Instructions:

1. Tell the student: "You are now a Master Crafter and Inventor! Your challenge is to design a tool or
item. It can be a real-world version of something from Minecraft (like a pickaxe or a sword) OR a
brand-new invention that doesn't exist in the game!"

2. Give them paper and drawing materials. This paper is their official "Blueprint."

3. On the Blueprint, they must do two things:

o Draw the Item: A detailed picture of what their final creation will look like.
o Write the "Real-World Recipe": Next to the drawing, have them list the real-life materials
they will need. For example:
= Golden Sword Recipe:
= 1 paper towel tube (for the handle)
= 2 pieces of cardboard cut into a blade shape
= Yellow marker or paint (for the gold color)
= Tape (to hold it together)

4. Encourage them to be creative. What about a "Rainbow Axe" for chopping "Candy Cane Trees"?

Or a "Slime Shield" that bounces things away?

Part 3: The Crafting Table - Let's Build! (30 minutes)
Goal: To apply the design plan and build a tangible, 3D object.
Instructions:

1. Clear a space to be the "Crafting Table."

2. Let the student gather their "ingredients" from the materials list based on their Blueprint recipe.

3. Now, it's time to build! Let them work independently, but be available to help with tricky parts like
cutting thick cardboard or holding something while the glue dries.

4. This is a time for focus and hands-on creation. Let their creativity flow as they translate their 2D
drawing into a 3D reality. It's okay if the final product looks a little different from the plana€”that's
part of the invention process!

Part 4: The Showcase - Show and Tell (10 minutes)

Goal: To practice communication skills and reflect on the creative process.
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Instructions:

1. Invite the student to present their finished creation.
2. Ask them guiding questions to help them share:
o "What is the name of your invention?"
o "What is its special purpose? What does it do?"
o "Tell me about its recipe. What materials did you use?"
o "What was the most challenging part of building it?"
o "If you could add a magical enchantment to it, what would it be?"
3. Give enthusiastic praise for their hard work, creativity, and problem-solving. Display their creation
proudly!

Differentiation and Extensions

¢ For Extra Support: Offer pre-cut shapes or a simpler object to build, like a torch (paper tube +
tissue paper flames). Focus more on the building and less on the complex design phase.

¢ For an Extra Challenge (The Enchantment Table): Introduce the optional "enchantment"
materials (glitter, yarn, etc.). After the main item is built, challenge the student to "enchant" it by
adding decorations. They must explain what new power the enchantment gives their tool (e.g.,
"The blue yarn gives it Frost Aspect, so it can freeze things!").

Assessment

Observe the student throughout the process. Success in this lesson is measured by:

e Completion: Did the student create a blueprint and a final physical object?

¢ Creativity: Did the student's design show original thought, either in re-imagining an existing item
or creating a new one?

¢ Explanation: Was the student able to articulate what they made, what it does, and how they
made it during the "Showcase"?
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