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Lesson Plan: The Sea Otter's World - A
Vocabulary Adventure
Materials Needed:

The book "Goodnight, Little Sea Otter" by Janet Halfmann
Index cards or small pieces of paper
Markers or crayons
Green yarn or streamers
Tape
An empty shoebox
Craft supplies: blue construction paper, cotton balls, pebbles, scissors, glue
A small bag or hat
One blank die or a small cardboard cube to make a story cube

Lesson Details

Subject: English Language Arts, Science

Grade Level: 3rd Grade

Time Allotment: 60-75 minutes

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to:

Define key vocabulary words from the story in their own words.
Demonstrate understanding of the vocabulary by acting out or drawing the words.
Apply new vocabulary by creating original sentences or a short story.
Construct a simple diorama of a sea otter's habitat, correctly labeling key elements using the
vocabulary words.

2. Alignment with Standards

This lesson aligns with Common Core ELA Standards for Grade 3:

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning word and phrases based on grade 3 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a
range of strategies.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.3.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate conversational,
general academic, and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial
and temporal relationships.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or
events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.

3. Vocabulary Focus

The primary words for this lesson are:

Kelp: A type of large, brown seaweed that grows in underwater "forests."
Raft: A group of sea otters floating together.
Buoyant: Able to float easily.



Hands-On Sea Otter Lesson Plan: Vocabulary & Habitat Diorama for Grade 3 / Lesson Planner / LearningCorner.co

June 28, 2025 - Page 2 of 3

Currents: The steady flow of water in a particular direction.
Forage: To search for food.
Nuzzle: To gently rub or push against something with the nose and mouth.

Lesson Procedure

Part 1: The Cozy Read-Aloud & Word Hunt (10 minutes)

Engage: Ask the student, "What do you know about sea otters? Where do they sleep?" Settle1.
in a comfortable spot and read "Goodnight, Little Sea Otter" together.
Word Hunt: As you read, ask the student to be a "word detective." When you come across2.
one of the vocabulary words, pause. Ask the student to guess what it might mean based on the
pictures and the story. Write each word on a separate index card.

Part 2: Build a Kelp Forest Word Wall (15 minutes)

Create: Give the student the green yarn/streamers and tape. Have them create a "kelp forest"1.
by taping long strips from the ceiling to the floor in a corner of the room.
Define and Attach: Discuss the meaning of each vocabulary word again. On the back of each2.
index card, help the student write a simple, student-friendly definition or draw a small picture
representing the word.
Weave the Words: Have the student tape the vocabulary cards onto the yarn "kelp," creating3.
an interactive, 3D word wall. This connects the word "kelp" to its meaning physically.

Part 3: Vocabulary in Action (15 minutes)

Place copies of the vocabulary words into a bag or hat. The student will draw a word and perform
one of the following actions:

Act It Out (Charades): The student acts out the word. For example, for "buoyant," they
might pretend to float effortlessly. For "forage," they can pretend to dive and look for food.
-OR-
Tell a New Story (Story Cube): Before the lesson, write a vocabulary word on each side of a
blank die or small cube. The student rolls the cube and must create a new, silly sentence about
a sea otter using the word that lands face-up. (Example roll: "Nuzzle." Student says: "The
sleepy sea otter wanted to nuzzle its teddy bear.")

Part 4: My Otter Habitat Diorama (20-25 minutes)

Construct: Give the student the shoebox and craft supplies. Their goal is to create a model of1.
a sea otter's habitat. They can line the box with blue paper for water, create a "raft" of otters
using small drawings or cotton balls, and add other details.
Label with Vocabulary: The most important step is to label the diorama using the2.
vocabulary words. They should make a small "kelp" forest from leftover yarn, label a group of
otters as a "raft," and maybe write a sentence on the back describing how the otters "forage"
for food in the ocean "currents."
Share and Explain: Have the student present their diorama to you, explaining each part and3.
how they used the vocabulary words. This serves as the main assessment.

5. Differentiation and Inclusivity

For Extra Support: Focus on just 3-4 words instead of all six. Provide pre-written labels for
the diorama that the student can glue on. Use sentence starters for the Story Cube activity
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(e.g., "The otter was very ____ [buoyant] because...").
For an Extra Challenge: Encourage the student to write a short paragraph or a full story
about their diorama, using all six vocabulary words correctly. Have them research and add one
more interesting fact or vocabulary word about sea otters to their project (e.g., "urchin,"
"abalone").

6. Assessment Methods

Formative (During the lesson):
Listen to the student's definitions and understanding during the read-aloud and kelp
forest activity.
Observe their ability to act out or use the words in sentences during the "Vocabulary in
Action" game.

Summative (End of lesson):
The completed diorama will be the primary assessment. Evaluate it based on the
accurate creation of a habitat and the correct placement and use of vocabulary labels.
The student's oral presentation of their diorama will demonstrate their comprehension
and ability to use the words in context.


