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Lesson Plan: The Business Blueprint
Challenge
Materials Needed

Internet access for research
Notebook and pen, or a word processing document (e.g., Google Docs)
Optional: Presentation software (like PowerPoint or Google Slides) or a large poster board
"Business Types Cheat Sheet" (You will create this during the lesson)
"Investor Pitch Rubric" (Included below)

Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

Identify the four main types of business organizations: Sole Proprietorship, Partnership,
Corporation, and Limited Liability Company (LLC).
Compare and contrast the advantages and disadvantages of each business structure,
focusing on liability, taxation, and ownership.
Analyze a fictional business idea to determine the most suitable organizational structure.
Create and deliver a persuasive pitch justifying your choice of business structure for your
imagined company.

Lesson Activities (Approx. 90-120 minutes)

Part 1: The Spark - What's Your Big Idea? (15 minutes)

Brainstorming Session: Let's start with the fun part! Imagine you could start any business1.
you want. What would it be? Think about your hobbies, passions, or a problem you'd like to
solve.

A custom sneaker design shop?
A mobile app that helps people find hiking trails?
An eco-friendly dog-walking service?
A gourmet cupcake bakery?

Choose Your Venture: Select one idea that you are most excited about. Write down a simple2.
one-sentence description of your business. This will be the company we work with for the rest
of the lesson.

Part 2: The Architect's Tools - Learning the Structures (30 minutes)

Every great business needs a solid foundation, or "blueprint." This is its legal structure. Let's learn
about the main options. Your task is to become an expert researcher.

Create Your Cheat Sheet: Open a notebook or a new document. Create a table with four1.
columns, one for each business type: Sole Proprietorship, Partnership, Corporation, LLC.
For the rows, use these categories:

Who owns it? (One person, two or more people, shareholders?)
Liability: (Who is responsible for debts? The owner personally, or just the business?)
This is a big one! "Unlimited liability" means your personal assets (car, house) could be
at risk. "Limited liability" means they are protected.
Taxes: (How does the government tax the profits?)
Best For... (What kind of business is this a good fit for?)

Guided Research: Use the internet to fill in your cheat sheet. Search for terms like2.
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"advantages of a sole proprietorship" or "LLC vs Corporation." Focus on finding clear, simple
explanations. This isn't about memorizing legal jargon; it's about understanding the core
differences.

Part 3: The Blueprint - Choosing Your Structure (20 minutes)

Now, let's apply your research to your business idea. Look at your "Business Types Cheat Sheet" and
think critically.

Analyze the Options: Consider your business.1.
Are you starting this alone or with a friend? (This helps narrow it down immediately).
What are the risks? If you're selling a product, what if someone has an allergic reaction?
If you're providing a service, what if something goes wrong? This will help you think
about liability.
How complex do you want the business to be? Are you okay with a lot of paperwork, or
do you want to start simple?

Make Your Decision: Choose the business structure that you believe is the best fit for your2.
business idea. There isn't always one "perfect" answer, but you need to be able to defend your
choice.
Justify Your Choice: In your notebook, write 3-5 clear reasons why you chose this structure.3.
Use your cheat sheet to support your points. For example: "I chose an LLC because it provides
limited liability, which is important for my bakery in case a customer has a food allergy. It's
also more flexible than a corporation."

Part 4: The Pitch - The Investor Meeting (25 minutes)

It's time to convince an "investor" (me, your teacher!) that you've made a smart decision. Prepare a
short (3-5 minute) verbal pitch. You don't need a fancy slideshow unless you want to create one!

Your Scenario: "Welcome. Thank you for meeting with me today. I'm considering
investing in your new company, but first, I need to know that you've thought through the
fundamentals. Please explain your business concept and, most importantly, justify the
legal structure you have chosen for it. Convince me it's the right move."

Your pitch should include:

A brief, exciting description of your business idea.1.
The business structure you have chosen.2.
Your key reasons for choosing it, explaining why it's better than the other options for your3.
specific business.
A concluding statement that shows you've thought about the future (e.g., "We might become a4.
corporation later, but for now, an LLC is the perfect start.")

After your pitch, I will ask you one or two follow-up questions as the "investor," like "Why didn't you
choose a Partnership?" or "What's the biggest risk of your chosen structure?"

Assessment & Feedback
Your "Investor Pitch" will be assessed based on clarity, reasoning, and application of knowledge—not
on whether you picked the "right" answer. We will use this simple rubric.

Category Criteria for Success

Understanding of Concepts You clearly explained the chosen business structure, showing
you understand its key features (like liability and ownership).
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Justification & Reasoning
You provided strong, specific reasons that connect your business
idea to the chosen structure. You explained why this structure
makes sense for your company.

Clarity & Persuasiveness Your pitch was organized, easy to follow, and convincing. You
confidently answered follow-up questions.

Extension & Deeper Dive (Optional)
The "What If" Scenario: What event would cause you to change your business structure?
(e.g., bringing on a new partner, needing to raise a lot of money, massive expansion). Write a
paragraph explaining your reasoning.
Real-World Hunt: Find real-world examples of each of the four business types. Look up a
local small business, a law firm, a huge company like Apple or Google, and see if you can
identify their structure. Note: You'll often see "Inc." for a Corporation and "LLC" right in a
company's name.
Creative Branding: Design a simple logo for your business idea. Does the business structure
influence the branding at all? (e.g., a partnership might emphasize collaboration in its logo).


