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Pippi Longstocking's Peculiar Vocabulary
Adventure
Materials Needed

A copy of a Pippi Longstocking book (optional, but helpful for inspiration)
Whiteboard or large piece of paper
Markers or pens
8 index cards
A bag or box (the "Thing-Finder" bag)
5-7 common, everyday household objects (e.g., a spoon, a sock, a key, a cup, a clothespin)
Paper and pencil/crayons for writing and drawing

Lesson Details
Subject: English Language Arts (Vocabulary & Creative Writing)
Grade Level: 2nd Grade (Age 8)
Student: Kiddo 1
Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes

1. Learning Objectives
By the end of this lesson, Kiddo 1 will be able to:

Define 8 new vocabulary words in their own terms, inspired by Pippi's personality.
Use at least 5 of the vocabulary words correctly in a short, creative story.
Demonstrate understanding of the words by applying them to describe real-world objects in an
imaginative way.

2. Alignment with Standards (CCSS ELA)
L.2.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases
based on grade 2 reading and content.
W.2.3: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal
event order, and provide a sense of closure.
RL.2.3: Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges.

Lesson Activities
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Part 1: The Villa Villekulla Word Wall (10 minutes)

Instructional Strategy: Direct Instruction & Discussion

Introduce the "Pippi Longstocking Vocabulary List." Write these words on the whiteboard/large1.
paper:

Curious
Enormous
Adventure
Unusual
Pretend
Mischievous
Discover
Sturdy

On each index card, write one vocabulary word.2.
Read each word aloud. For each one, ask: "What do you think this word means? How does this3.
word make you think of Pippi?"
Guide Kiddo 1 to a simple, Pippi-themed definition. For example:4.

Curious: "Always wanting to know more, like how Pippi is always asking questions and
exploring."
Enormous: "Super, super big! Like Pippi's strength when she lifts her horse."
Mischievous: "Being a little bit naughty in a playful way, like when Pippi plays tag with the
police officers."
Sturdy: "Strong and hard to knock over, like Pippi's house, Villa Villekulla."

Part 2: Pippi the "Thing-Finder" (15 minutes)

Instructional Strategy: Kinesthetic Learning & Creative Application

Introduce the "Thing-Finder" bag/box, which you have pre-filled with the everyday objects. Explain1.
that Pippi is a "Thing-Finder," someone who finds things and imagines new, wonderful uses for
them.
Kiddo 1 will be the "Thing-Finder." They will close their eyes, reach into the bag, and pull out one2.
object.
Shuffle the vocabulary index cards and place them face down. Kiddo 1 draws one card.3.
The Challenge: Kiddo 1 must describe the object using the vocabulary word they drew. Then,4.
they must invent an unusual, Pippi-style use for the object.

Example 1: Kiddo 1 pulls out a spoon and draws the word "enormous." They might say,
"This spoon isn't enormous, but for an ant, it would be an enormous slide! I would use it as
a catapult to launch berries into Mr. Nilsson's mouth."
Example 2: Kiddo 1 pulls out a sock and draws the word "sturdy." They might say, "This
sock is not very sturdy, but if I filled it with sand, I could make a sturdy doorstop for Villa
Villekulla."

Repeat this process 4-5 times with different objects and vocabulary words. This encourages active5.
use of the words in a fun, low-pressure context.

Part 3: Write a New Pippi Adventure! (15-20 minutes)

Instructional Strategy: Creative Writing & Independent Application

Tell Kiddo 1: "Now it's your turn to write a brand new story about Pippi. A big storm just passed1.
Villa Villekulla and left something strange and new in the yard. What did Pippi discover?"
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The writing prompt is: "Pippi discovers something new in her yard after a big storm."2.
The Goal: Write a short story (a few sentences to a paragraph) about what Pippi finds and what3.
she does with it. Kiddo 1 must use at least 5 of the vocabulary words from the list. Encourage
them to be as creative and silly as Pippi would be.
Allow Kiddo 1 to draw a picture to go with their story.4.

Part 4: The Storyteller's Chair (5 minutes)

Instructional Strategy: Performance & Assessment

Have Kiddo 1 sit in a special "Storyteller's Chair" and read their story aloud.1.
As they read, listen for their use of the vocabulary words. Celebrate their creativity and2.
imaginative ideas!
After the story, ask: "Which word was your favorite to use? Why?" This provides a moment for3.
reflection.

5. Differentiation and Inclusivity
For Support:

Reduce the number of required vocabulary words in the story to 3.
Work together to brainstorm ideas for the story before writing.
Offer sentence starters like, "Pippi was feeling mischievous, so she..." or "She found an
unusual..."

For Challenge:
Challenge Kiddo 1 to use all 8 vocabulary words in their story.
Ask them to write a longer story with a clear beginning, middle, and end.
Encourage them to use more complex sentences or add dialogue between Pippi, Tommy,
and Annika.

6. Assessment Methods
Formative (During Lesson):

Observe Kiddo 1's definitions and connections to Pippi during the Word Wall activity.
Listen to how they apply the vocabulary words during the "Thing-Finder" game. Note correct
usage and provide gentle corrections if needed.

Summative (End of Lesson):
The creative story serves as the final assessment. Use a simple checklist:
___ Did the story relate to the prompt?
___ Did the student use at least 5 vocabulary words?
___ Were the vocabulary words used correctly in context?
___ Did the story capture the creative, fun spirit of Pippi Longstocking?


