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Lesson Plan: Faith Detectives!

Subject: Early Christian Apologetics
Grade Level: Elementary (Ages 6-10)

Time: 20 Minutes

Materials Needed

3-4 index cards or small pieces of paper

Crayons or markers

One sheet of paper (can be labeled "TOP SECRET: Detective Case File")
¢ Tape or sticky tack (optional, for hiding clues)

1. Learning Objective (The Goal)

By the end of this lesson, the student will be able to explain one simple reason (or "clue") that early
Christians used to share their faith and will create their own drawing to show a reason for their own
belief.

2. Lesson Activities & Instructions
Part 1: The Mission Briefing (5 minutes)

Teacher's Role: Your job is to be the "Chief Detective" who gives the student their mission. Be
enthusiastic!

Instructions:

1. The Hook: Say, "Have you ever wanted to be a detective? Detectives look for clues to prove
something is true. Today, you are going to be a 'Faith Detective'l Your mission is to find out how
the very first Christians helped people understand that Jesus was real and that He is God's Son."

2. Introduce the Big Word: Say, "When they explained their reasons for believing, they were doing
something called 'apologetics.' That's a huge word that just means explaining what you believe
and why. Early Christians were like the first faith detectives, sharing their clues with the world."

3. Prepare for the Hunt: While you are explaining this, quickly hide 3 pre-made "clue cards"
around the room. The clues should be simple pictures with a single sentence. Here are some
ideas:

o Clue Card 1: Draw a pair of big eyes. Write: "Clue #1: People saw Jesus with their own eyes
after He came back to life!"

o Clue Card 2: Draw an empty cave or tomb with the stone rolled away. Write: "Clue #2: The
tomb where they put Jesus was empty!"

o Clue Card 3: Draw a heart with a happy face inside. Write: "Clue #3: The lives of Jesus's
followers were completely changed for the better!"
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Part 2: The Clue Hunt (8 minutes)

Teacher's Role: Encourage the student as they search and help them read the clues if needed. Ask
simple questions to help them connect the ideas.

Instructions:

1. Start the Hunt: Announce, "Okay, Detective! It's time to find the clues that the early Christians
used. Go find them!"
2. Discuss Each Clue: As the student finds each card, have them bring it back to you. Ask a simple
question about each one:
o For the "Eyes" clue: "Wow! What does it mean that people saw him with their own eyes? Do
you think that's a good clue?"
o For the "Tomb" clue: "An empty tomb! Why is that such an important clue for Christians?"
o For the "Heart" clue: "If someone's life changed from sad to happy because of Jesus, how
could that help others believe?"

Part 3: Your Detective Case File (7 minutes)

Teacher's Role: Facilitate the creative part of the lesson. Your goal is to help the student apply the
concept personally.

Instructions:

1. The Creative Task: Give the student the "TOP SECRET: Detective Case File" paper and
crayons/markers. Say, "Great job, Detective! You found the clues from the first Christians. Now it's
your turn. Your final mission is to add your *own* clue to the case file. Draw a picture of a reason
why YOU believe in Jesus, or a clue you would use to help a friend understand your faith."

2. Ideas for the Student (if needed): They could draw a cross, a Bible, their church, their family
praying, or something in nature that reminds them of God. The goal is personal connection, not a
"right" answer.

3. Share and Conclude: Once the drawing is done, ask the student to be the detective and present
their clue. "Detective, please present your findings. Tell me about the clue you drew." Celebrate
their work! End by saying, "You did it! You see, apologetics isn't about arguing. It's about being a
happy detective who shares the wonderful clues you've found about Jesus. Great work today!"

3. Assessment & Differentiation

e Assessment: You can assess learning by listening to the student's explanation of the clues they
find and, most importantly, by their ability to create and explain their own personal "clue" in the
final drawing activity. Success is participation and creative application, not memorization.

¢ Differentiation (For a Younger Student): Use only two, very simple picture clues (like the
empty tomb and the cross). Guide their hand more during the drawing portion.

o Differentiation (For an Older Student): Add a fourth clue related to fulfilled prophecy (e.g., a
picture of a scroll with the words "The ancient scrolls told us He would come!"). Encourage them
to write a sentence on their "Case File" to explain their drawing.
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