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Lesson 1: The Poet's Toolkit - Painting with Words

Materials Needed:

Notebook or paper
Pen or pencil
Access to the internet (for finding song lyrics or poems)
A few random, interesting objects (e.g., a seashell, a strange-looking rock, an old key, a
colorful leaf)

Part 1: Warm-Up - What is Poetry? (10 minutes)

Goal: To think about poetry in a broad, personal way.

Discussion: Start with a simple question: "What do you think makes a poem a poem?" There1.
are no wrong answers here! Is it rhyme? The way it looks on the page? The feeling it gives
you? Jot down some initial ideas in the notebook.
Listen & Find: Play a favorite, school-appropriate song with strong lyrics. As you listen, try to2.
spot lines that feel "poetic." What makes them stand out? Is it a cool comparison? A vivid
description? This shows that poetry is all around us, not just in old books.

Part 2: Forging Your Tools - Figurative Language (25 minutes)

Goal: To understand and identify three core poetic "tools" and see them in action.

We're going to build a "Poet's Toolkit." In your notebook, create a section for each of these tools. For
each one, we'll write a simple definition and then find or create an example.

Tool #1: Simile (A comparison using "like" or "as")
Definition: A way to compare two different things to make a description more powerful,
using the magic words "like" or "as."
Example: "The dog's fur was as soft as a cloud."
Your Turn: Look up the lyrics to a song you like or a short poem online. Find one
example of a simile and write it in your notebook. If you can't find one, create your own!
(e.g., "The pizza was hot like the sun.")

Tool #2: Metaphor (A direct comparison)
Definition: A simile's bolder cousin. It compares two things by saying one thing is
another thing, without using "like" or "as."
Example: "The tired student was a zombie in the morning."
Your Turn: Find a metaphor in a song or poem, or create your own. (e.g., "The
playground is a jungle.")

Tool #3: Personification (Giving human qualities to objects)
Definition: Giving human actions, feelings, or qualities to inanimate objects or animals.
Example: "The wind whispered secrets through the trees."
Your Turn: Find or create an example of personification. (e.g., "My computer hates me
today.")

Part 3: Workshop - The Object Poem (20 minutes)

Goal: To apply the new tools in a creative, low-pressure writing exercise.

Choose Your Subject: Pick one of the random, interesting objects you gathered. If none of1.
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them speak to you, choose any object in the room (a lamp, a window, a pencil).
Brainstorm: Spend 5 minutes just looking at the object. In your notebook, jot down words and2.
phrases that come to mind. Think about:

How does it look? (Colors, shapes, textures)
How does it feel? (Heavy, light, rough, smooth)
What does it sound like? (Does it make a sound?)
What memories or ideas does it bring up?

Write Your Poem: Now, write a short, free-verse poem (this means no rules about rhyme or3.
rhythm!) about your object. Your only mission is to use at least ONE simile, ONE metaphor,
and ONE example of personification from your toolkit. Don't worry about it being perfect;
focus on playing with the words and creating cool images.

Part 4: Wrap-Up - Poet's Chair (5 minutes)

Read your new poem aloud! Hearing the words can help you notice the rhythm and flow. Celebrate
creating something brand new. What was your favorite tool to use? Which one was the trickiest?

Lesson 2: The Poet's Blueprint - Building Different Kinds of
Poems

Materials Needed:

Notebook and pen/pencil from Lesson 1 (with your "Toolkit" handy)
Access to the internet (optional, for examples)
Timer (optional, for a fun challenge)

Part 1: Warm-Up - Review the Toolkit (5 minutes)

Goal: To refresh the concepts from the previous lesson.

Quickly review your "Poet's Toolkit." Can you define simile, metaphor, and personification in your
own words? Share the favorite line you wrote in your object poem from last time. This gets the
creative gears turning again.

Part 2: Learning the Blueprints (25 minutes)

Goal: To understand the structure and "rules" of three different poetic forms.

Now that you have your tools, we need some blueprints to build with. We'll explore three different
structures. For each one, we'll look at the rules and an example.

Blueprint #1: Haiku (The Snapshot Poem)
The Rules: A Japanese form of poetry with a very specific structure. It's all about
capturing a single moment in nature.

Three lines total.
Line 1: 5 syllables.
Line 2: 7 syllables.
Line 3: 5 syllables.
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Example:

Green grasshopper sits,
Staring with such big round eyes,
Then away he leaps.

Let's Practice: Try clapping out the syllables in the example: Green-grass-hop-per-sits
(5). Try it for the other lines.

Blueprint #2: Acrostic (The Name Poem)
The Rules: A poem where the first letter of each line spells out a specific word or phrase
vertically. The lines of the poem should describe the topic word.
Example (Topic: SUN):

Shines brightly in the sky
Upon the world below
Never stops warming my face

Let's Practice: What word is spelled out down the side? How does each line relate to
the sun?

Blueprint #3: Cinquain (The Five-Line Poem)
The Rules: A simple five-line poem with a clear structure based on word count.

Line 1: One word (the title or subject).
Line 2: Two words (describing the title).
Line 3: Three words (action words/verbs ending in -ing).
Line 4: Four words (a phrase or feeling about the subject).
Line 5: One word (another word for the subject).

Example:

Ocean
Blue, vast
Crashing, splashing, roaring
Home to amazing creatures
Sea

Part 3: Workshop - The Poetry Gauntlet (25 minutes)

Goal: To creatively apply each poetic form to a single topic, demonstrating flexibility and
understanding.

Choose Your Theme: Pick ONE topic you want to write about for the rest of the lesson. This1.
could be a season (Autumn), a place (the library), an activity (playing video games), or an
animal (a cat).
The Gauntlet Begins: Now, you will write three poems about your chosen theme—one for2.
each blueprint we learned.

Challenge 1: Write a Haiku about your theme. Remember the 5-7-5 syllable structure!
Challenge 2: Write an Acrostic poem. Use the name of your theme as the vertical
word.
Challenge 3: Write a Cinquain following the five-line structure.

Bonus Round (Optional): Try to use at least one tool from your "Poet's Toolkit" (simile,3.
metaphor, personification) in one of your new poems!

Part 4: Wrap-Up - Poetry Showcase (5 minutes)

Choose your favorite poem from the Gauntlet and read it aloud. Talk about the process. Which
blueprint was the easiest to use? Which was the most challenging? Which one do you think best
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captured your theme and why? You are officially a poet with a full toolkit and a set of blueprints!
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