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Lesson Plan: The Weekly Book Adventurers'
Club
Materials Needed:

A "Sharing Stick" or microphone prop (a decorated paper towel tube works great!)
A "Review Jar" or box
Slips of paper or pre-printed "Review Tickets"
Art supplies: blank paper, colored pencils, markers, crayons
For older students: construction paper, scissors, glue, optional diorama box (shoebox)
Optional: Graphic organizer printouts (see description below)
Whiteboard or large poster paper
A small, fun trophy or stuffed animal to act as the "Reviewer of the Week" award
Prize materials (see "Prize Ideas" section)

Subject: English Language Arts, Public Speaking, and Creative Arts

Grade Level: Multi-age Homeschool Group (Ages 5, 8, and 11)

Time Allotment: 45-60 minutes, once a week

1. Learning Objectives

By the end of this weekly club meeting, each student will have demonstrated their comprehension
and engagement with a self-selected book in an age-appropriate way:

Student (Age 5): Will verbally identify a favorite character or part of the story and create a
drawing that represents it.
Student (Age 8): Will verbally summarize the basic plot of their book (beginning, middle,
end) and state an opinion about the book with a reason.
Student (Age 11): Will analyze a key element of their book (like theme, character
development, or author's message) and present their analysis through a creative project.

2. Alignment with ELA Standards

This lesson plan promotes core literacy skills across grades, including:

Key Ideas and Details: Recalling facts, describing characters, and summarizing plot.
Craft and Structure: Identifying the author's purpose and how a story is organized.
Integration of Knowledge: Comparing, contrasting, and presenting information in a new
format (e.g., visually or orally).
Speaking and Listening: Presenting ideas clearly and listening respectfully to others.

3. Instructional Strategies & Lesson Flow

Part 1: The Book Buzz (5-10 minutes)

Welcome: Gather the students and officially open the "Book Adventurers' Club" meeting.1.
Warm-up Game: "Book Title Pictionary or Charades." Write down the titles of a few2.
familiar family books on slips of paper. Have one student draw a title and either act it out or
draw it on the whiteboard for the others to guess. This gets everyone laughing and thinking
about books.
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Part 2: The Reviewer's Spotlight (30-40 minutes)

This is the core of the club meeting. Each child gets the "spotlight" to share the book they read
during the week. Use the "Sharing Stick" prop to make it feel official. The approach is differentiated
for each age.

For the 5-Year-Old (The Picture Reviewer):

Task: Before the meeting, have the child draw a picture of their favorite character or the
most exciting scene from their book.
Presentation: The child holds up their picture and, holding the Sharing Stick, answers
simple prompts from you:

"Who/what did you draw?"
"Why is this your favorite part?"
"Did you like this book? Thumbs up or thumbs down?"

Support: Help them articulate their ideas by scribing a sentence or two for them under
their drawing (e.g., "Leo loved the big, red dragon.").

For the 8-Year-Old (The Story Detective):

Task: Provide a simple graphic organizer with three boxes: "Beginning," "Middle," and
"End." Also include a spot for a star rating (1-5 stars). The child should fill this out before
the meeting.
Presentation: Using their organizer as a guide, the child holds the Sharing Stick and
explains:

What happened at the beginning of the story to get it started.
The main problem or adventure in the middle.
How the story ended.
Their final star rating and one reason for it ("I gave it 4 stars because the main
character was very brave.").

For the 11-Year-Old (The Creative Critic):

Task: This student moves beyond summary to analysis and creation. Give them a choice
of how to present their book. They must choose one of the following to prepare:

Design a New Book Cover: Create new cover art that represents a major theme1.
or a different aspect of the book. On the back, write a new, more compelling
summary.
"Pitch the Movie": Write and perform a 1-minute "pitch" to a movie studio2.
explaining why this book would make a great movie. Who would they cast? What
would the movie poster look like?
Character Interview: Write 5-7 questions they would ask the main character.3.
Then, write the answers from the character's point of view. Present both the
questions and answers.
Build a Diorama: Create a shoebox diorama of the most important scene in the4.
book and explain its significance to the overall plot or message.

Presentation: The student presents their creative project, explaining their choices and
what they reveal about the book's deeper meaning.

Part 3: Closing & Prize Time! (5-10 minutes)

Appreciation: After each child has presented, lead a round of applause. Have everyone share1.
one thing they liked about someone else's presentation.
"Review Ticket" Reward: For participating, each child gets to write their name on a "Review2.
Ticket" and place it in the "Review Jar." This ensures everyone has a chance to win, rewarding
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effort over performance.
Award the "Reviewer of the Week": This is a special, rotating award. Give the3.
trophy/stuffed animal to one child for demonstrating a specific strength that week (e.g., "For
excellent creativity," "For speaking so clearly," "For a wonderfully colorful drawing"). Make sure
this rotates weekly so everyone feels recognized.
Weekly Prize Drawing: Shake the Review Jar and draw one name. That person wins the "big"4.
prize for the week.

4. Fun Prize Ideas (Focus on experiences & reading)

The Author's Chair: Winner gets to pick the family read-aloud book for the next week.
Librarian for a Day: Winner gets to re-organize a bookshelf, create a "featured books"
display, or put "recommended by" stickers on their favorites.
Bookmark Bonanza: Winner receives a special new bookmark or a kit to design their own
laminated bookmarks.
First Pick Power: Winner gets first choice of books on the next family library trip or bookstore
visit.
Get Out of a Chore Free Card: To be used for extra reading time!
Bookworm's Budget: Winner receives a small ($5) gift card or budget to choose their own
book.
Cozy Corner Creator: Winner gets to pick the spot for the next family reading time and is in
charge of pillows and blankets.

5. Assessment (Formative & Informal)

Observation: Listen to each child's presentation to check for understanding appropriate to
their developmental level. Are they able to recall details? Form an opinion? Connect to a
theme?
Questioning: Ask clarifying questions during their share time to gently probe for deeper
thinking (e.g., "What do you think the character learned?").
Artifacts: The completed drawings, graphic organizers, and creative projects serve as
concrete evidence of their learning and engagement with their texts.


