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Lesson Plan: The Grammar Detective Agency
Materials Needed:

A notebook or journal (labeled "Kendall's Detective Journal")
Pencils, pens, and highlighters in different colors
Index cards or small pieces of paper
Scissors and glue/tape
A pre-printed short mystery story (approx. 300-500 words)
"Top Secret" manila envelope
Whiteboard or large sheet of paper (optional)

1. Learning Objectives (Case Goals)
By the end of this lesson, Detective Kendall will be able to:

Analyze Evidence: Identify how paragraphs, punctuation, and transition words (cohesive
devices) organize a text.
Crack Codes: Identify and write simple, compound, and complex sentences to convey different
levels of information.
Enhance Descriptions: Use adverbs and detailed noun groups (e.g., "the suspicious man with
the long, grey coat") to add meaning and imagery.
Decode Clues: Use context clues to figure out the meaning of unfamiliar words.
Solve the Case: Read a text to find key ideas, and distinguish between literal information (the
facts) and inferred meaning (the hidden clues).

2. Lesson Activities (The Investigation)

Part 1: The Briefing - Warm-Up (10 minutes)

Activity: "The Mysterious Message"

Present Kendall with the "Top Secret" envelope. Inside is a short, poorly written message on a slip1.
of paper:
"the man went to the bank he had a black hat he seemed nervous he left a note it was a clue"
Instruction: "Detective Kendall, your first mission is to make sense of this garbled message. It's2.
missing vital structure. In your Detective Journal, rewrite this message using proper punctuation
(periods, commas) and break it into at least two separate paragraphs. What do you think is
happening?"
Discussion: Talk about how punctuation and paragraphs make the message clearer. They are3.
like the walls and rooms of a house—they give the information a clear structure.

Part 2: Mission 1 - Cracking the Sentence Code (20 minutes)

Activity: "Sentence Blueprint Puzzles"
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Direct Instruction: Introduce the three types of sentences as "Code Levels":1.
Simple Sentence (Level 1 Code): One independent thought. (The detective found a clue.)
Compound Sentence (Level 2 Code): Two simple sentences joined by a conjunction
(FANBOYS: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). (The detective found a clue, and she wrote it in her
notebook.)
Complex Sentence (Level 3 Code): An independent thought joined with a dependent
thought (one that can't stand alone). (Because it was hidden, the detective almost missed
the clue.)

Hands-on Practice:2.
Write sentence fragments on different index cards (e.g., "the dog barked loudly," "because
the mailman arrived," "the cat hid under the bed," "so the birds flew away").
Challenge Kendall to combine these cards to create at least two of each sentence type
(simple, compound, complex). She can use "conjunction cards" (and, but, so, because,
when, etc.) to connect them.
She should write her new sentences in her Detective Journal under the heading "Cracked
Codes."

Part 3: Mission 2 - Adding Detail to the Scene (15 minutes)

Activity: "Painting a Picture with Words"

Instruction: Explain that master detectives don't just state facts; they describe the scene with1.
rich detail. We do this with noun groups (adding adjectives to nouns) and adverbs (describing
verbs).
Example:2.

Simple: The man walked.
Detailed: The tall, mysterious man (noun group) walked quickly and silently (adverbs)
down the street.

Practice: Provide Kendall with a few "bare-bones" sentences. Her mission is to rewrite them in3.
her journal, adding descriptive noun groups and adverbs.

The girl found a box. --> The curious young girl finally found a dusty, wooden box.
A car drove by. --> A shiny, red sports car drove dangerously past the house.
The dog barked. --> The tiny, fluffy dog barked excitedly at the squirrel.

Part 4: Mission 3 - The Final Report (25 minutes)

Activity: "Guided Reading: The Case of the Missing Cookie"

Give Kendall the pre-printed short mystery story. As she reads, she should have a highlighter1.
ready.
Decoding Unfamiliar Words: Instruct her to highlight any word she doesn't know. Before asking2.
for a definition, she must try to be a "word detective" and use context clues from the sentence to
guess its meaning. Discuss her guesses.
Reading for Meaning: After reading, she will complete her "Final Report" in her Detective3.
Journal by answering the following prompts:

Case File Summary (Main Idea): In one or two sentences, what was this story mostly
about?
List of Evidence (Literal Meaning): Write down three facts that the story stated directly.
(e.g., "The cookie was missing from the jar on the counter.")
List of Suspects (Inferred Meaning): The story may not say who did it, but based on the
clues, who do you *think* took the cookie? Why? What clues in the text make you think
that? (e.g., "I think the brother took it because the author mentioned he had chocolate
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smudges on his shirt.")
Structural Analysis: How many paragraphs were in the story? What was the purpose of
the first paragraph? (To set the scene).

3. Closure (Case Closed) (5 minutes)
Activity: "Detective Debrief"

Ask Kendall to share her conclusion from "The Case of the Missing Cookie."
Review the key skills from the day: "Today, you were a fantastic detective! You learned that good
writers (and detectives) use paragraphs and punctuation to make things clear. You used different
sentence codes to share information, and you added details with adverbs and noun groups to
paint a vivid picture. Most importantly, you looked for hidden clues to solve the case."
Look Ahead: "For our next case, we'll be writing our own mystery story using all the skills you
practiced today!"

4. Differentiation and Accommodations
For Support: Provide sentence starters for the writing activities (e.g., "The man had a hat,
and..."). Create a "cheat sheet" with definitions for simple, compound, and complex sentences and
a list of common conjunctions. Read the mystery story aloud with Kendall.
For Challenge: Challenge Kendall to write a paragraph about a single topic that MUST contain at
least one simple, one compound, and one complex sentence. Ask her to identify the adverbs and
noun groups in the mystery story she read. Ask her to rewrite the ending of the story.

5. Assessment (Evaluating the Evidence)
Formative Assessment: Observe Kendall's participation and understanding during the hands-on
activities (sentence building, adding details). Review her verbal answers during discussions.
Summative Assessment: The "Detective Journal" will serve as the primary assessment tool.
Review her rewritten message, her created sentences, her descriptive sentence enhancements,
and her "Final Report" on the mystery story to check for understanding of all key objectives. Pay
close attention to her ability to distinguish between literal and inferred meaning.


